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„ INaHAM, Bookſeller, unde 
ce-Houſe, in Sinner-Rou. 
M, Dc, LxxIII 
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4 * * K. # fince «6 Lite of Faiths was bs. = 
' liſhed, I have been attending to tze 


A wa, 
5 


doctrines therein advanced, and bringing 


275 the into experience, Their truth has ap- 


eared to me from the: word of God, and 


as been confirmed by ther Being zecompa- 


ice with the power: of God. His divine 


influence attends his own doctrines to this 
day, and they have tlie promiſed effect upon 
the heart and life of the believer. Tliey are 
mighty through God for all the Polpoles of. 


5 "Glvation: What is faid upon the ſubje@: 


in theſe volumes is chiefly in this experi- 


. mental way. My deſign is to bring the 
great and leading points of our religion into 
uſe and practice, and to ſhew how neceſſary; 


the doctrines of grace are for the! well go- 
verning of the Chriſtian walk. Every thing 2 
needful is promiſed, and by faith is receiv- 


ed. which can make it even:and regular; 
holy and happy. 


Fhe apoſtle Paul complaitied: of profes.” 


"RY who walked not according to the- 
goſpel. There has been occafion for the 


fame complaint ever ſince; but nevet mote 


| than at preſent. Many . walk at. ger oh 


who make ſome. profeſſion of Chriſt, and yet 


never- attain to any ſtedfaſtneſs, bur We - 
wi; to and fro, and carried about With; 
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every. wind of doArind e mack at b ug dome: to 
| Wes, I N 
Others pretending to be better, ſettled, 
attain to ſome form of godlineſs, but = 
without the life and. powẽer of it; they-ap- . 
pear to have ſome-notions.and opinions a- 
bout the way of righteouſneſs, but not being 
taught them of God, nor ever brought un- 
der the mighty influence of them, their 
walk is therefore very uneven and irregu- 
lar, and generally in the end brings great 
 Teandal upon the name and cauſe of Chriſt, 
Me haveallo many at this day, who "= 
out in the ways of religion, but never felt 
the ruin of the fall, nor the plague of their 
own hearts: theſe are commonly very con- 
fident and prefumptuous; they make a ſhin- 
ing profeſſion, and go on with great pa- 
3 until they come to be tried, and then 
in the time of temptation they fall away. 
4 There are others, who are the real chil- 
dren of God, and yet do not walk as be- 
cometh their high rank and dignity. An 
even, holy, happy walk with their reconcil- 
ed God and Father, is their privilege, and 
there is grace. ſufficient promiſed in Jeſus, 
and to be received by his Spirit, to enable 
them to live up to it, that they may Walk 
worthy of the Lord un to all pleaſing. Yea, 
the apoſtles call upon them and Encourage | 
them to be going on and advancing in the. 


3 rl way" F urthermore then we beſeech 
'S you 
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4 you and exhoxt © you,” brethren, by the : 
Þ, Jeſus Chriſt, that as ye bave Foe 
« ceived of us, how ye ought to walk and 
to pleaſe. God, ſo ye would abound more 
and more. Ibeſſ. iv. 1. How few, 
follow this ee e exhortation? How 
very few attain, and preſerve in their conſci- 
ences tlie ſenſe of God's being perfectly at 
peace with them ? It ought to rule there 
always and by all means: but for want of 5 
it, they afford continual occaſion-for a legal | | 
and unbelieving ſpirir to rob them of their 
| Peace, and thereby to diſtreſs them in their 
| hearts. As guilt comes in, love goes out. 
What weakens ff cauſe muſt alſo weaken 
the effect. Love with its fruits muſt decreaſe 
in proportion as the believer withdraws his 
heart dependence from God. Then he be- 
gins to walk uneven and uncomfortable, he 
grows cold and indifferent about ſpiritual 
thipgs, he gets into darkneſs and diſcontent, 
he becomes quite unhappy in his frame, 
and unthankful in his affections: whatever 
was the cauſe of his falling into this decay, 
it began at the root. His faith was attack- 
ed, and gave way. As this yielded, the de- 
cay became general, and it was found true. 
« Tf ye will walk contrary unto me, faith, 
God. then will I allo walk Kh. unto 
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| . if thou haſt the, falth of God's 

| ele, thou knoweft that theſe things are 
N 3 $3, true. 


&& 
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true. . Then gudeſt it bard i to maintain! | 
peace with God: and if this be not main- 
tained, if the foundation give way, the build- 
ing will certainly totter. Look well then to 
the ground work. Is all ſafe there? Doſt thou 
ſee the infinite glory of the Saviour's woræ. 
when he made e pee by by the blood of the croſs, 
and does this ſilence guilt in thy conſeience? 
by Cant thou at all times draw nigh in love to 
4 reconciled God? Does not the ſenſe of thy 
failings and remaining corruptions keep 
thee ata diſtance from bim, and render thy: 
Walk uncomfortable ? eſpecially when with- 
out are fightings, within are fears. If it 
be very difficult under ſueh trials to 
ſerve a ſenſe of God's loving kindneſs, yet- 
it ſhould. be remembered, there is a graci- 
dus proviſion made for the eſtabliſhing ob: 
the ſoul ſo ſafely in Jeſus Chriſt, that the 
. Feace of God may Tak in it. always, and bx 
all means. Is it not neceſſary then; to en- 
quire, what this proviſion is; How it may. 
be received; and how it may be made 
© of ? For if by daily practice it may be =" 
erienced in us divine power, it will then 
have the. ſame happy. effect, which it had 
upon David, © I will run the way of thy. 
commandments, when thou haſt ſet my 
«© heart at liberty.” May thine heart, rea- 
der, and mine, enjoy more of the liberty, of 
the children of God, and then we fhall not 


0 80 OW but alſo run faſt, and may 
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thing ſtop! us from preſing toward the 


* 


mark, till we win the prize of the high 
calling of God in Chriſt Jeſu s. 
This has been my conſtant prayer during 
the writing of the following treatiſe. It 
was the fruit of reading, and meditating, 


and praying over thoſe ſcriptures, 'whigh 


ſpeak of the walk of Faith. Such reſſecti- 
ons, as uſed to occur to mylelf, I have put 


3 
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down; whether it was in ſearching mine 
own heart, or in begging the bleſſing of God 


upon the text then under conſideration. 


This ſeemed to me an eaſy method and very 
uſeful: becauſe the doctrine would lead to 


practice, and frequent, and heart- ſearching 
meditations would tend under the teaching 


of -ahe Holy Ghoſt to an increaſe of faith. 
O 


There are ſome ſoliloquies, addreſſed to my 


own ſoul, and ſome exerciſes of devotion, 


I in prayer and thankſgiving: I would have 


every. believer to conſider, whether it be not 


his privilege to join me in them, and to 


make my words his own. If he cannot fol- 
low me in his experience after the gth chap- 
ter; I pray God to inoreaſe his faith, that 


this book and his experience may go hand 


in hand; and that. he may attain. to holy fel- 
lowſhip with God in all duties, and to re- 


Jjoice in God at all times, yea under the 
croſs itlelf, and to go on conquering and to 
conquer, till the gobd fight of faith be over, 


and he finiſh his courſe with joy. 
a Shs EEE 
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2 walks with Gid, mu Fe „ b ab. 
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1 is als: ne TOE of esd to 
repreſent ſpiritual things by material, 
and to ſpeak of the faculties and 
actions of the foul by terms borrowed from 
| thoſe of the body. Walking is a bodily 
action, and conſiſts in moving and going 
from one place to another: hence it Is 
applied to the ſpiritual walk. The ſoul 
reconciled to OA at peace with * 


1 

| 'has an appointed way, in which it is to 
-walk, in order to enjoy the grace promiſed 
to them who are in Chriſt Jeſus. This is 
_ enjoyed by faith; and therefore the ſcrip- 
iture calls the believer's going on in his 
walk with God from ſtrength to ſtrength, 


The walt of faith, * We walk by faith, fays =_ 


the apoſtle, not by ſight.” 
0 When man fell 3 God he loſt his 
Way, and had neither will nor power to 


return. The old teſtament church males 


| this confeſſion All we, like ſheep, - have 
gone aſtray, we have turned EvERY ONE 
to his own way.” Ia. liii. 6. 

* he a le Peter reminds believers of 
this — were as ſheep going aſtray, but 
. 4 are Day returned to the ſhepherd and 
I biſhop of your ſouls. x Pez. ii. 25. To 

[ which ag ree the words of his brother Paul 
— There is none righteous, no not one, 


es there is none that uuderſtandeth, there is 


none that ſeeketh after God, they are aLL 
gone out of the way.“ Rem. ni. 10, 11, 
12. The whole human -race, ſay the ora- 
.cles of truth, js gone aſtray, LL of them 
ate 1 800 out of, Ls way ; they i 1 left the 
way. of God 8 and turned every one to his 
own way, — are unable, like a poor loſt 
ſheep, tlie unable of all 3 to 
returns yea they are unwilling alſo; / for 
Þ Tat after the ſpirit, but after the 


* minded, and in their carnal 
N mind 


„ ] 
ring enmity ſelf againſt God and his 
ways. 

Ex pleaſed God i in the exceeding riches of 
his grace to reveal to thoſe wanderers the 
way of ſalvation. He made it known to 

them upon the fall, and believers fron that 
time forward ſaw it plainly, and went on in 
it comfortably. Enoch, Noah, Abraham, 
&c. are ſaid to have walked with God, in 
the very ſame way, afterwards marked out 
by the written word; which was a directory 
to the Jews, ſhewi them how they ſhould 
walk in the ſteps of the faith of ther: father 
Abraham. Age after age, God raiſed up 
the prophets to bring his people into the 
king's high-way, and to put them upon 
praying, that they might be kept in it. By 
the mouth of his ſervant David, he gave 
them this promiſe.— Good and upright is 


the Lord, therefore will he teach ſinners 
in the way the meek will he guide in 


3 judgment, and the meek will he teach 
„his way.” Encouraged by this warrant 
from the word of God, N feeling their 
wants were led to pray, Shew 110 thy 
< ways, O Lord, teach me thy paths, lead 
me in thy truth and teach me. Eſ. xxv. 
It is written in the prophets they 
| Gan be all taught of God—they ſhall aſl 
know me, from the leaſt of them unto the 
greateſt of them, ſaith the Lord. If any of 
2 lack *s and * of _ 
2 


AASB 
he giveth to all liberally, and upbraideth 
not. He brings them by his word and by 
his ſpirit to the knowledge of themſelves, 
and to the knowledge of the true Gd. 
Divine teaching is neceſſary to make 
men acquainted with themſelves. They 
know not their ſtate, nor fear their danger, 
until the holy Spirit according to his office 
proceed from the Father and the Son: then 
he convinces them of ſin, of the exceeding 
ſinfulneſs of it, of the guilt thereby in- 
curred, and of the wrath deſerved. He en- 
lightens the underſtanding with a clear 
ſight of thoſe truths, and he faſtens the 
conviction of them upon the conſcience. 
Then they find, that they had been blind. 
and ignorant, rebels in their wills, and 
apoſtates in their hearts from God. He 
makes them feel the corruption of their 
nature, and the error of their ways, in 
which, if they had gone on, they muſt 
inevitably have periſned: for they were 
without will, and without power to return 
to God. When they ſaw eit right they 
ſhould return, yet it was not their choice to 
come to him in the way of believing. They 
found they could not believe, unleſs it was 
given them from above. Faith is the gift 
ol God. And cannot be received, but by 
the mighty operation of God. He muſt 
put forth his divine power, or elſe the con- 


o 


7 vinced finner will remain utterly” helpleſs 
and hopeleſs, ſhut up in unbelief. 
Thus the Lord teaches all his children. 
Ne makes them acquainted with their fallen 
ſtate, and ſenſible of their guilt and of their 
miſery. He brings them to their right 
knowledge of the corruption of every faculty 
of ſoul 25 body, which are always inclined 
to evil, and incapable of doing any thing 
truly good. A corrupt tree can bring forth 1 
nothing but evil fruit. The judgment is 7 
_ enlightened to ſee this, the conſcience is 
awakened to feel this, and thereby the con- 
vinced ſinner is made willing to be taught | 
the way of ſalvation.” The holy Spirit fulfils 
Go office by oy him the n ar 
God. 
| Our pleſſed Sate declares, no man 
| knoweth the Son but the Father, neither 
Eknoweth any man the Father ſave the Son, 
and he to whomſoever the Son will reveal 
him; and this he does by the holy Spirit of 
wilden and revelation, who is therefore 
given to the children of God, that they may 
know him and believe in him, as their re- 
conciled Father in Chriſt Jeſus. This fav- 
ing knowledge is hid from the worldly wiſe 
and prudent, but is revealed unto babes, 
whom the holy Spirit has made ſimple and 
teachable people. To them he reveals the 
- things of God. He makes them E e 
with e . 


A Nanu. 


1 1 6 =. 
Nature of the Godhead, which is one. 
There | is one Jehovah, and there is none 
other. And alſo with the _ 
Perſonality in the Godluad, Father, Son, b 
and Spirit. [Theſe three exiſt in the one 
Jehovah, ' They took thoſe names, not to 
deſcribe their — of exiſting, but their 
manner of acting; not what they are in 
themſelves, but how they ſtand related to 
us in the œconomy 4 redemption: for 
the eternal Three entered into covenant 
before all worlds, and agreed to ſuſtain cer · 
tain covenant offices, and aſſume names, deſ- 
criptive of their offices. Father is the title of 
that divine perſon, who gave an innumerable 
company of ſinners to his Son, upon con- 
dition, « fa he would be manifeſted in the 
fleſh, and would become their ſurety, to 
work out for them a righteouſneſs in his 
life, and to make an atonement for them 
by his death, and then he would be his 
father, and their father. A co-equal and 
co eternal perſon accepted the condition, 
- and covenanted to be. made man, and to live 
and die for the many fons, whom he was to 
bring to glory; therefore he took the 
name of N Son of God, ſon of man, 
Er. Another co-equal and oo eternal per- 
ſen covenanted to breathe life into them, 
to be to them the Spitit or breath of life, 


in «ms and fins, and be made the 


children 


that they might be fegenerate from a dean > 


1 1 
den of God, heirs of God and joint heirs 
with Chriſt; therefore he is called throughout 
the ſcriptures, the Spirit, He makes. them- 
acquainted with the covenant, as he has 


promiſed, © The fecret of the Lord is with 


them that fear him, and he wilt ſhew. 
e them his covenant. P/a; xxv, 14. He 
will open to them the nature and certainty- 
of all covenant engagements for the eſta - 
bliſhment and growth of their faith. Je 
couenant was. ordered in all things and ſure : 


it was ORDERED. by: the counſel and pur- 


. = of the eternal Three concerning the 
rs of promiſe, whoſe ſalvation was ſet» 
tled by two immutable things, in which it 
Was impoſſible for God to lie, his counſel, 
his oath. His counſel, the reſult of his in- 
FHiite wiſdom, confirmed by. that ſacred 
oath which cannot be broken. All his per- 
fections ſtand engaged to ſee the fovereign 
decree, thus ſolemnly ratified, carried into 
execution; for what was ordered is gURB>— 
| ſure as the throne of Jehovah, unchangeable 
as his nature, durable as his being. Though 
it be but a man's covenant, yet when it - 


been figned and ſealed according to law, 


none diſannulleth or addeth thereto. None 
can diſannul God's covenant, and he him- 

ſeelf will not.. My covenant will I nat 

break, ſays he, nor * the thing that is 

„ gone out of my lips.“ Bf. ixxxix. 34. 1 

will not add thereto, nor diminiſh from it: 

: B 4 for 


e 
for I have ordered it in ALL things. I 
have not left one ſingle thing out, not the 
leaſt circumſtance :.I have ſettled the whole 
plan by mine unerring wiſdom, and I will 
_ fulfil every tittle of it by mine almighty = 
power. According to my will the courſe 
of. nature and grace is infallibly directed, 
even the moſt minute events. Every hair 
is numbered. Not a ſparrow falls but by 
my divine:decree.. "7 
Hou ſafely then may the heirs of promiſe 
depend upon a covenant God? And when- 
ever they fly to Jeſus for refuge, what ſtrong 
conſolation may they draw from hence, that 
their ſalvation is fixed by the immutable coun- 
ſel, and inviolable oath of the bleſſed Trinity? 
The ſame divine teacher, who enabled 
them to believe thoſe truths for the farther 
eſtabliſhment of their faith, led them to dif- 
cover the PREENESsS of all covenant mercies. 
They are promiſed. as free gifts. They are 


beſtowed to the praiſe of the glory of free 
grace. " They Are not conferred upon the 


worthy, but upon enemies, upon the ungod- 
ly, upon ſinners as ſinners. No conditions 
are required, no pre-requiſites are expected. 

The motives, which determine God to ſhew _ 
mercy. to ſinners, are not taken from any 
good in them, or foreſeen to be in them. 
Not for works of righteouſneſs which they 
have done, or can do; but according to his 
mercy he ſaveth them, He does all to the 
© q e ? magnifying 


1 | 
| magnifying of the honours of his own mercy: 
His covenant was fo contrived, carried into 
execution in the life and death 'of Jeſus, ap- 
plied by the holy 5 "xe that according as it 

18 written, he that glorieth, let him glory in 
the Lord. Nofleſh Kal glory in his preſence. 

_ Boaſting is for ever excluded; becauſe all is 
of grace. Wiſdom to teach the ſinner faving 
24 righteouſneſs to juſtify him, 
ſtrength to keep him, comforts to bleſs him, 
heaven to receive him; theſe are the free gifts 
of covenant love: for by grace is he ſayed 
through faith, and that not of himſelf, it is 
the gilt of God; not of works, leſt any 
man ghould boaſt... Thus: would the Lord 
hide pride from man, and would teach him 
practically, ſuch ſeriptures, as this Not 
for your ſakes do I this, ſaith the Lord, be 

ĩit known unto you, but for mine holy ; 
„Names ſake,” Ezek: xxxvi. 
Cloſely connected With this divine leſſon 
is the FULNEss of covenant mercies. Every 
thing needful for the falvation of the ſinner. 
is fully; as well as freely provided by the 
exceeding riches of grace, and is treaſured 
up by the Father's love in the fulneſs of the 
Son. To this the Spirit bears witneſs in the 
word of truth, and ſeals his witneſs upon the 
believer? s heart. It pleaſed the Father that 
in the word made fleſh: ſhould 4 LL fulneſs 
dwell, and that out of his fulneſs his 7 8 
ſhould receive grace for grace. This is the 
S3- infinite 


F 
infinite ocean. There is not a ſtream, not 
n to be had, but from hence. 
Jeſus Chriſt, as God- man, has it all in Kithielf, 
and for the fame end, as the head has the 
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him dwelleth ALL the fulneſs of the God- 
heid bodily. It dwelteth in him, as in an 
overflowing foubtam. The Father's love o 
his adopted children, the experience of it by 
the grace of the Sirit, are entirely in and 
from the ſalvation © 1 Out of 
his fulneſEvines every cbyenant mercy of 
the Godhedd, and in a rich abundant ſtream, 
always flow ing with Tone bleſſing or other 
into the believer's ſoul. The enjoyment of 
it on his part may not be always alike com- 
fortabſe, but it is always alike ſure on God's 
att. Nothing can ſtop it. Nothing can turn 
its cburſe. Unto the place from whence the 
- rivers come, thither they return again. The 
3 7 8 ee a river 


river of the water of life proceeds out of the 
throne of God and of the lamb, andit will be 
running on till it come back into its o.] n 
ocean. The water that I will give him, ſays 
Teſus, ſpeaking of the believer, ſhall be in- 
him a well of water ſpringing up into ever- - 
laſting life, and bringing with it the fulneſs 
ol joy and pleaſures for evermore. Fl. 
No man will ſee any reaſon to ſet out in 
the way to heaven, until he be made. ac-- 
quainted with thoſe truths. His judgment 
muſt be enlightened with. the knowledge of 
them. He will never think of changing his 
courſe, until he be made ſenſible — own , 
ſinful and _.helpleſs-ſtate.: and when this is 
brought horne to his conſeience, and he has no- 
thing in hirnſelſ left to truſt ĩn, then he will de 
led to look abroad for help. The Spirit of God 
will teach him the doctrines of i grace, the 
nature of: the Godhead, the perſons in the 


3 Godhead, the covenant of the-divineperfons, - 


by which every grace and bleſſing was freely 
and fully provided, giyen by the Father tothe : 
Son, in whoſe . fulaeis they were all laid up for 
the uſe of his · body. che church, and commu- 
nicated to every member of it through the 
influence of the holy Spiri. Thus he is 
taught, that all is of grace from firſt to laſt. 


Whatever. good a ſinner receives on earth, 


or enjoys in heaven, is ſo given, as to exelude 
_ Tighteous principle in the duſt, that pan Rs: 


1 1 
alone may wear the aun, and may have 
15 the glory, 
Here then, 0 my ſoul, is matter of cloſe 
examination. Doſt thou know thyſelf, thy 
ſtate and condition, and haſt thou fled from 
the wrath to come ? Has the light of God's 
vord ſhone intothy underſtanding, and made 
thee to ſee that thou art indeed ſet out in 
the way to heaven? How was this diſcover- 
ed to thee? Did the holy Spirit ever con- 
vince thee of ſin, and that thou hadſt loſt 
the image and forfeited the favour of God? 
Didſt thou ever ſee thyſelf fallen in Adam, 
in him a child of wrath, a ruined miſerable 
_finner ? Haſt thou felt how utterly unable 
thou art. to atone for thy ſins, or to make 
thyſelf holy ? And waſt thou brought to 


this after many legal trials and felf-righteous 


efforts? At laſt forced to give up all hope 
in thyſelf, and to look to the Lord who made 
heaven and earth, from whom alone thy 


| ; help could dome 2 . 


"And haſt thou been taught the true know-. 
led ge of the unity of the Godhead, and of 
they perfons in it, Father, Son, and Spirit, the 
_. covenant of the ever- bleſſed three, and the 
abſolute ſecurity of all covenant mercies, 
Promiſed by the Father, and engaged to be 
given to the Son as the head of his body, 
Ieh church, who is now actually as God- man 
n- poſſeſſion of them, and by his Spirit he 


be and fully bn 1 * his mem- 


bers: En. 


„ 2 
bers: for they will never ceaſe to be receiv- 
ing out of his fulneſs grace for grace, until 
they receive out of the ſame fulneſs glory 
JJ, wo 
O my ſoul, examine cloſely and prove 
thyſelf by the ſtandard of the divine word. 
Search and try, what the conviction of thy 
| loſt eſtate has been. Was it deep and prac- 
tical ? Is it an abiding truth with thee, that 
there is no help, or hope in thyſelf 7 And 
haſt thou fled for refuge to lay hold- of the 
hope ſet before thee in the Lord Jeſus? Is 
thy knowledge of the Godhead mere theory, 
or is it brought into practice? Doſt thou en- 
joy the Father's love through faith in the 
nniſned ſalvation of the Son, by the influence 
ol the holy Spirit ? This is the faving know- 
ledge of the Godhead. And is this thine ? 
Doſt thou honour the divine ' perſons by ac- 
knowledging their immutable counſel, and 
immutable oath, entered into for the ſecurity _ 
of the. heirs of promiſe, that they might | 
truſt, and not be afraid? Doſt thou ſee with 
any clearneſs the abſolute ſafety of relying 
upon the promifes of God, and doſt thou ex- 
pect to draw from hence comfort to thy 
eonſcience, and.joy to thy heart ? 5 
If thou art indeed ſet out in the way to 
heaven, art thou ſettled in the knowledge of 
thy fallen ſtate ? Haſt thou found thyſelf 
unable to do any thing, but to haſten on thy 
ruin? And from the ſight and ſenſe of 118 
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' haſt thou been led to ſee all undertaken for 
thee, and ſecured to-thee for time and-eter- 
nity, in the covenant of the ever- bleſſed tri- 
nity? Theſe truths lie at the very foundation 
of all comfortable walking with God: See 
that thou be well grounded in them. The 
Knowledge of thyſelf is to bring thee to 
God: the knowledge of God is to lead thee 
to walk with him. The one is to teach 
thee to renounce all truſt in thyſelf, The 
other is to-ſhew thee, that thou mayeſt ſafely 
place the confidence of thy heart: on thy: 
' reconciled Father, thy Saviour, and thy: 
guide. Look up to hm then, O my ſoul, 
and be often praying to him, and ſaying, 
O Lord God, that which b fee not, teach 
thou me. Keep me an humble diſciple in 
the ſchool of Chriſt. Let me be daily learn-- 
ing there, what I am in myſolf, a fallen ſin- 
ful creature, juſtly deſerving everlaſting 
deſtruction from thy prefence.. O let me 
never loſe ſight of my want of a Saviour, 
nor over be without the ſenſe of what he "hs 
fad“ Without me ye can do nothing. 
$ Teach me this, thou eternal Spirit. Open 
thou mine underſtanding to underſtand e : 
ſcriptures. What thou”haſt revealed in 
them concerning the Godhead,. and con- 
_ eemning the counſels and works of the ever 
bleſſed Trinity, that reveal to my foul. 
Thou haſt declared, that no man can ſay 
ren is — Lord but * A Ghoſt: 


O ſhine 


| ER 1 
O fhiltie then into my dark mind, and lead 
me into the ſaving knowledge of the Lord 
Jeſus. | Make me acquainted with his co- 
venant undertakings, and his perfect ful- 
filling of them, that by reſting on bis finiſhed 
_ ſalvation, I may find the Father's love in the 
Son, his Father my Father, and may be 
brought through thy bleſſed influence to 
have fellow ſnip with the Father and the Son 
O lead me into all truth, thou Spirit of 
wiſdom and revelation, that I may know the 
things which belong to my peace, and may 
through thee be made wiſe unto ſalvation. 


| \ 5 5 
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The believer is reconciled: to: God, and has b 
peace of God ruling in bis conſcience, and 
| they tipo 4walk together: becauſe they are 
. T is written in the prophets—* They - 
1 ſhall be all taught of God, every one 
of his children hall be brought to, the 
knowledge of the truth, and what: they have 
been taught in the underſtanding ſhall be 
made practical, that it may have its proper 
effect upon the conſcience, And this is an- 
ſwered, when it comes under the 3 
e 5 


ef the word of God, and be apts 
: ns een to that tn 5 
A : 
Conſcience ſuppoſes- the knowledge of 
ſome rule, and it conſiſts in comparing a 
man's ſtate or actions with that rule, in 
order to diſcover whether they agree with 
it, or not. 
The rule is the ſcripture, the whole - re- 
vealed will of God, which is the unerring, : 
and the only: ſtandard of right and wrong: 
for all ſcripture is given by. the inſpiration | 
of God, and is profitable for doctrine, -to + 
teach the man of God what is truth, and to 
make him wiſe in it unto! ſalvation. Fallen 
man has no means of diſcovering the will of 
God, but as it is revealed to him. He has 
| no innate knowledge, He has no implanted 
principles. He is born as ignorant of God, 
1 and of the things of God, as a wild aſs's colt. 
His underſtanding is darkened, being alie> - 
nated from. the life of-God throu gh the ig- 
norance that is in him, becauſe of the bind 
neſs of his heart. And he has no means in 
his own power of attaining Any; divine 
knowledge: for he cannot by ſearching find 
out God. The world by its wiſdom never 
did find him out. The Hottentots know as 
much of him as the Greeks and Romans 
did: indeed the natural man, let him be 
ever fo bw Knoweth | not the things of the 
Ls Bbc of 


Spirit of God, neither can he know them: 
becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
The ſtripture then is the only rule of 


right and wrong. Conſcience has no di- 


rection but this rule. Neither ethics, nor 
metaphyſics, no fancied light of dark na- 
ture, no lawleſs law of rebel nature, no hu- 
man ſcience, whether pretended to be im- 
planted, or by the uſe of reaſon to be ac- 
quired, have any right to guide the conſci- 
ence. Theſe are blind leaders of the blind. 
They undertake, what they are not only 
unfit, but what they have no warrant for. 
A parcel of; felons in jail.may think what 
they will of their ſtate. They may take it 
upon them to form a mock court, and to 
try one another. They may acquit or- con- 


- demn as they pleaſe : but the judge and the 


jury will pay no regard to their fosliſh pro- 
ceedings. There is a word which is to try 
us at the laſt day, and by that we ſhould 
try ourſelves at preſent. It was revealed 


for this purpoſe. And-when the revealed 
truth is clearly underſtood; then conſcience. 


is acting aright, if it finds a true verdict for 
God, either accuſing, or elſe excufing, ac- 


- cording to the direction of his unerring 


JJ on fog ph Cr pe” 

And this is the work of the holy Spirit. 
He enlightened the judgment with the 
knowledge of the truth, in order to make it 


practical: which he effects by bringing the 
DE | 25 Conſcience 
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conſcience to ſubmit to the ſovereignty of 
God in the law, and to ſubmit to the righ- 
teouſneſs of God in the goſpel. Herein he 
diſplays the omni potent power of his grace, 
according to the promiſe, John xvi. 9g. He 
carries with demonſtration the conviction of 
guilt, and the conviction of righteouſneſs to 
the conſcience. By the former he gives the 

ſinner a real heart-felt ſenſe of his fin and 
miſery, and he acknowledges himſelf a con- 
vict of the law, juſtly deſerving all its penal- 
ties in time and in eternity. By the latter 
he ſets open a door of hope, ſnewing him 
the perfect righteouſneſs of the God- man 
wrought out for ſuch guilty creatures as he 
is: he enables him to plead it before the 
throne, and to truſt in it for his acceptance; 
by which means he finds relief in his con- 
ſcience, and comfort in his heart. Being 
zaftified by faith he has peace with God 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 

What the holy Spirit teaches has life, as 
well as light in it. He accompanies his 
doctrine with the power of God. What he 
has revealed concerning the ſtate of man- 
kind under the fall, he applies with divine 
evidence to the: conſcience. Under his in- 
fluence the ſinner reads thoſe ſcriptures, and 
feels the truth of them. As by one 
% man ſin entered into the world and 
death by fin, fo death paſſed upon all 
% men, for that all have ſinned: — 


1 
the offence of one judgment came upon all 
& men to. condemnation : for it is written, 
e there is none righteous, no not one, there 
jg none that  underſtandeth, there is none 
e that ſeeketh after God: they are all gone 
cout of the way, they are together become 
unprofitable, there is none that doeth good, 
„no not one. Now we know that what 
e things ſoever the law, faith, it commands 
„ them who are under the law, that every 
mouth may be ſtopped; and all the world 
% may become guilty before God.“ His 
mouth is ſtopped. He has no plea to make. 
No excuſe left. What the law faith, he ſub- 
ſcribes to. The law brings him in guilty 
before God, and in his conſcience he bears his 
teſtimony to the law. He acknowledges it 
to be holy, juſt and good, even in its penal. 
ties, which he deſerves to ſuffer. Formerly 
he tried, and took great pains to eſcape them, 
but now he gives over all thoſe ſelf-righteous 
attempts. He found, that he laboured in 
vain to atone for his fins, or to make himſelf 
holy. He groans being burdened: under the 
rains of the fall. His ignorance, rebellion 
apoſtacy, his corruption in every faculty of 
ſoul and body, render him unable totake one 
ſtep in his return to God. He owns it, and 
_ confeſſes, that without Chriſt he can do no- 
O my foul, conſider, whether God has 
taught thee this knowledge of thyſelf. _ It is 
. abſolutely 
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abſolutely neceſſary to revenile thee to him, 
and to his ways. Thou wilt never heartily 
agree to walk with him by faith, ſo long as 
thou haſt any-thing of thine own' to truſt in, 
or to draw comfort from. Examine then; 

art thou ſenſible of thy fall, and doſt thou 
| feel the ſad effects of it? Doſt thou know what 
it is to be alienated from the life of God? 
What! doſt thou find to this day the oppo- 
ſition of thy ſinful nature to the holy law, 
the fleſhluſting in thee againſt the ſpirit ? 
Has God thus convinced thee of fin ? If he 
has, then in thy conſcieace thou ſubmitteſt 
to what the law ſays of thy ſtate. Thy 
mouth is ſtopped, and thou art guilty, vefore — 
God. Thou haſt nothing of thine own to 
urge in arreſt of judgment. This is an en- 
lightened conſcience: ſo far it ſpeaks for God, 
and is guided by his unerring word. O pray 


to the Lord the Spirit, and beg of him to 
guide thee into all truth, that he may bring 


thy conſcience to ſubmit to the righteouſneſs 
of Jeſus, and to be a faithful witneſs for him. 
This is his proper work in the foul, and 
What be undertook in the everlaſting cove- 
nant, When he is come, ſays Chriſt, he 
ſhall convince the world of righteouſneſs ; ; 
he ſhall teſtify of me, that I am made of 
God righteouſneſs to believers; and he ſhall 

glorify me, as Jehovah their righteouſteſs : 
thus he ſhall teach them my righteouſneſs 
with which the Father is ſatisfied, and he ſhall 
through 
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a faith a it effectually to their con- 
ſciences, and they ſhall alſo be ſatisfied withir. 
Being juſtified by faith they ſhall have peace 
with God through their Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Righteouſneſs is a perfect conformity to 
the law: if i it be tried by the balance of the 
ſanctuary, it is full weight ; if by the ſtan- 
dard, it is full meaſure; if 3 be laid 
to the line and righteouſneſs: tothe plummet, 
it is quite upright. There is no defect in it 
of any kind, This is the righteouſneſs of 
the COD muſt be perfect and continual, - 
failing in no one point ; for the unrighteous | 
| ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God. And 
it is an adjudged caſe, that there is none 
righteous, no not one. It is left upon re- 
cord, that ALL have ſinned, and come ſhort 
of the glory of God; therefore by the deeds 
of the law, there ſhall no fleſh be Juſtifed i in 
his fight. . | 
When the holy Spitz has 1 a 
ſinner of his being in this unrighteous ſtate, 
then it becomes an important enquiry—how , 
can the Judge of all the carthever look upon 
and treat a ſinner, as if he was a righteous 
Per ſon? To which the goſpel anſwers di- 
rectly God hath made Chriſt to be ſin 


4 for us, who knew no fin, that we might be 


4 made the righteouſneſs of God in him.” 
This was agreed upon in the covenant of the 
eternal Three, The Father undertook to | 


maintain the honour and dignity of his lau 
and 


— 
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and juſtice. His co- equal Son undertook for 
his people to come in their nature, and to ſtand 
in their place and ſtead; to act for them, and 
to ſuffer for them. As their ſurety, he made 
himſelf anſwerable for their debt of obedi- 
ence, and for their debt of ſuffering. Accord- 
ingly when the great lawfulfiller cometh into 
the world he ſaith; Lo, I come To po THY 
III, OGop. He did it in his infinitely holy 
life, in which he magnified the precepts of the 
law, and made themeverlaſtingly honourable. 
He ſuffered it in his infinitely holy paſſion, 
bearing the ſins and forrows of his people, 
their curſe and wrath in his body and foul. 
upon the tree, until the immenſe debt being 
paid, he cried out in the triumph of a con- 
quering, though a dying Jeſus, 1T 1s FINISH=- | 
ED: for through death he conquered death, 
and him that had the power of death, that 
is the devil: he finiſhed the tranſgreſhon, 
and made an end of fins, and made recon- 
ciliation for iniquity, and brought in ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs. V 
This is the great leading truth of the goſ- 
pel, in which the peace of conſcience is 
principally concerned. The juſtly offended 
God is here revealed under the character of 


a reconciled Father. He gave his Son to be 


a covenant of the people; who was to ful- 
fil all covenant engagements for them, and 
he has fulfilled them all. The end of his 
living and dying for them is anſwered. = * 
oe a 
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has finiſhed the tranſgreſſion, and has made 
peace by: the blood of his croſs. He has 
brought in everlaſting righteouſneſs by his 
divine obedience, and the Lord is well- 
Pleaſed with bim for his righteouſneſs ſake, 
yea he is well- pleaſed alſo with his body the 
church. He looks upon all the members, 
as he look? n upon the head. He accepts them 
in the beloved. He beholds them in him 
with perfect delight, and reſts in his love. 


He is his Father, and their Father. He is 


related to his whole family in heaven and 


earth in the cloſeſt bonds of fatherly affection, 


and he makes his love known to them, and 
ſheds it abroad in their hearts by the Holy 

Ghoſt. He would have all his children to 
addreſs him under this dear name—Ovr 


Fa TER which art in heaven, and to expect 


from his fatherly love all ſpiritual bleſſings 
in ChriſtJeſus, 

When this comfortable doctrine is re- 
ceived into the conſcience, it ſilences 
and produces peace with God. The goſpel 
. comes with full authority to eſtabliſh it in the 

conſcience: for it is therein revealed and 

propoſed to our belief under the character 


of a divine RECORD, made authentic an d 


properly y enrolled in the court of heaven. 
The witneſſes are the eternal Three. Their 
record is in the nature of a covenant, con- 
firmed by their joint-counſel, and ratified by 


their joint-oath—the two immutable things, 


"= is 


guilt, 


1 . 
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in which it is impoſſible for God to lie. He 
graciouſly vouchſafed to give the heirs of 
promiſe this perfect ſecurity for their ſalva- 
tion, that after they had fled to Jeſus for rer 
fuge, there might be an end of all ſtrife in- 
their conſciences, and they might have 
ſtrong conſolation. Accordingly we read, 
There are Three that bear record in hea- | 
<«, ven, t he Father, the Word, and the Holy : 
* Ghoſt, and theſe Three are one.” A 
record among men 1s an authentic teſtimony” 
in writing entered by authority in one of the 
| king's courts, in order to preſerve. the pro- 
ceedings had upon any. ſuit. his record 
contains the final determination of the udges 
in that cauſe, and is their memorial of it, 
and therefore imports in itſelf ſuch uncon- 
troulable evidence, as to admit of no proof 
to the contrary. The matter of the record 
is never allowed to be tried by a Jury, but is 
of ſuch credit as not to be queſtioned in any 
inſtance, This is the nature of a record in. 
law. And if we receive the witneſs of men, 
certainly the witneſs of God is greater; for 
this is the witneſs of God, which he hath 
witneſſed of his Son—namely—** He hath. 
given to us eternal life, and this life is in, 
& his Son.” To which the Spirit beareth wit-, 
neſs : becauſe the Spirit is truth. He has 
revealed the covenant of life and peace, 
which was between the Father and the Son, 


he has entered it t upon record, and every 
word 


the ag 
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word of the record may be pleaded : for. it 
is allowed to be good and valid in the court 


of heaven, As a powerful advocate he 
: pleads the perfect fulfilling of all righteouſ- 
neſs in the life and death of the God- man, 
and the Father's perfect acceptance of what 
be did and ſuffered, as the full redemption- 


price of all his people, and he carries his 


' cauſe in the court of conſcience. The 
awakened ſinner is convinced, that the work 
of Jeſus is a finiſhed ſalvation, and that the 
divine record i is a ſufficient warrant for him 


to believe in it. Accordingly he gives it 


co — 0 is enabled to 1 it —_ 


2 


8 and by the Spire of — he i 


Abba, Tacke, 
But perhaps it may be ſaid, I believe this, 


but I do not find Peace in my conſcience. 


Nay, but you do not believe it ; if you did, 
it would certainly bring preſent relief: for ; 
_ guilt comes from the broken law, and from 
nfion of puniſhment deſerved ; 
but the law has been reſtored to its dignity, 
and made infinĩtelj honourable by therighte- 
ouſneſs of Jeſus, hom) can you; believe 


this end yet be under guilt? he puniſh- 
510 was laid * * and he _— 


1 
? 
| 
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all that was due to his people, as their aton- ; 


ing ſacrifice, | how can you believe this, and 
yet fear that juſtice will puniſh y you? A debt- 


or would not fear to be arreſted, if his 


ſurety had paid the ſum, and got him a full 


diſcharge. A felon with the king 8 pardon i in 
his pocket would diſhonour it greatly, if ge 


Was to live in continual dread and terror of 
ſuffering for his crime. Examine carefully 


and pray for the right underſtanding of your 


caſe; and depend upon it, you will find, 
that either you do not believe the matter of 
fact, or the record concerning it. 

The matter of fact is the method provid- 


24 Fe for quieting the guilty conſcience—a pro- 
viſion of exceeding rich grace and of ever- 
laſting efficacy. The Father gave the Son 
to be the ſurety for his people, and to live 
and to die for them, and in their ſtead. The | 


Son has finiſhed the work, which ihe 
Father gave him to do, and is become the 


author of their eternal ſalvation. — — 


The record of this fact is in the ripture. 


Father, Son, and Spirit; the three witneſſes in 


| heaven have by covenant and oath atteſted, 
that there is life for every one who believerh 


in Jeſus. God ſo loved the world, that he 
„gave his only begotten Son, that whoſo- 
ever believeth in him ſhould not periſh, 
but have everlaſting life. 


Now conſider, of what d 5 you doubt? 


Has Jeſus made full atonement for ſin, and 
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} EXITP in everlaſting rightequſneſs? Has 


the. Father demonſtrated again and again his 


perfect delight in his perſon, and his infinite 


ſatisfaction in his work. Certainly you can- 


not queſtion this doctrine, if you believe, the 


ſcripture to be a divine revelatien. Do you 


doubt then of God's free promiſe, or of his 


faithfulneſs to fulfil it? What! Can his 


word be broken? Can his promiſe fail? His 


word and promiſe ratified in the immutable 
covenant, and ſealed with the immutable 


oath of the eternal Three? This is your 


warrant to believe. And do you queſtion 


the veracity of it?“ He that believeth not 


Gad, hath made him a liar.” O what a 
dreadful fin to give the lie to the holy Tri- 
"nity! The Father ſays, whoſoever cometh ; 
the Son ſays, all that come, unto.me ſhall 
be ſaved; the Spirit ſays, come, whoſoever 
vill, let; him take of the water of life free. 
ly, and be ſaved. Are not theſe faithful 


ſayings worthy of all credit ? .. eſpecially. as 


they are delivered with divine authority un- 
der the great ſeal of heaven. If doubts ſtill 
remain, pray againſt them and meditate up- 


on, the unreaſonableneſs as well as the wick- 


edneſs of them, and continue to hear and to 
read the word (for faith cometh, and groweth 
too by hearing) that you may be enabled to 
put honour upon it by venturing your ſoul 
upon the divine faithfulneſs to make it good 
to you. VF 
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Perhaps you may believe the record, which 
God hath given of his Son, but you cannot 
do it with ſtedfaſtneſs: you can at times 
- Kay your mind upon God with ſweet peace, 
but you are not able to maintain it: yea, you 
loſe it when you want it moſt. How in this 
caſe ſhall the believer keep the peace of God 
ruling always in his conſciences?!?dd 

It is to be maintained in the fame way, by 
-which it was firft received, It came by be- 
lieving, and is thereby ſtrengthened. By 

the ſhedding of the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 

peace was made between God and man, by 
the ſprinkling of his blood peace is made 
between man and God, When this is appli- 
ed to the conſcience by the holy Spirit, and 
received by faith, 'there is a continual pre- 
ſervative againſt guilt: For the blood of 
<«< Jeſus Chrift cleanfeth from all fin.” Here 

is the witneſs of God; and it is always the 
fame. This believed will always bring the 
fame Cleanſing virtue, and keep the conſcience 

- Purged from dead works. If at any time 
guilt defite it, then unbelief has entered, 
and has been denying, either that the blood 

Tf Chriſt does cleanſe from all fin, or that the 

divine teſtimony concerning it does deſerve 
credit. Guilt cannot eaſily enter into the 
confcience but by one of theſe two ways. 

Examine, and fee which it i Do you 

doubt of the virtue of Chriſt's blood, or, of 
the truth of God's record concerning w | 


. 
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You reply, I dare not queſtion either of 


them, yet nevertheleſs I cannot with any 


ſettled comfort maintain peace with God. 
But it is your privilege to maintain it, con- 
firmed to you by the royal charter of grace, 


and ratified in it by many expreſs promiſes. 


Jeſus has made peace by the blood of his 
croſs, and if you believe what the God of 
truth ſays of it, peace ſnould rule in your 


heart always: for all things are well order- 


ed for you, and ſure in the everlaſting cove- 


nant. On the part of God all is unalterably 
fixed and ſettled. What is it then, which 


unſettles you? Is it ſomething you find in 


VJourſelf? Is it from in dwelling ſin, remain- 
ing corruption, a body of ſin, and death, or 


from the weakneſs of your faith and of your 


| other graces? What! have you forgotten, 
that from all theſe the blood of Jeſus Chriſt 
This is not right, becauſe itebbs and flows? 


his ſnould humble, but not diſcourage you: 


beeauſe there is a gracious proviſion made 


to remove your ſuſpicion. God has taken 


the charge both of you and of your peace: 
he keeps both by his mighty power, as it is 


written, the peace of God which ſurpaſſeth 
all underſtanding ſhall keep with a ſafeguard 


your hearts and minds in Chriſt Jeſus. Tou 


we as ſafe in the hand of God at the loweſt 
_ Ebb, as at the higheſt ſpring-tide of ſenſible 
comfort: becauſe your ſafeguard is —— 
þ | $f | r 
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and he is equally concerned ine your 
| peace, whether you feel jt, or not. Your tenſe 

of ir may vary, but he varies not. There 
is in him no variableneſs, nor thadow of turn- 

Ho ſhould the belief of this ſtay your 
mi upon your God, and keep guilt out of 
the conſcience, even when you are walking 
in darkneſs, and have no light? 18 

0 my ſoul, meditate upon thoſe precious 
truths. Give thyſelf wholly to them. Con- 
ſider, how deeply they enter into the very 
being of thy peace. Unleſs they be under- 
| ſtood, thou canſt not Now the way of peace; 

and unleſs they be received by faith, thy 
conſcience ill not be purged from guilt and 
unbelief. And while theſe defile it, thou 
canſt not look upon God as reconciled, or 
delight thyſelf in him or in his ways. Can 
two walk together, except they be agreed? 
But when they are agreed, and of one mind, 
then walking with God becomes pleaſant, 
and all his paths are peace. | 
Search then and examine thyſelf, O my 
ſoul, and that not lightly, and after the man- 

ner of diſſemblers with God, but cloſely and 
thoroughly by the light of the divine word, 
and under the teaching of the divine Spirit, 
Doſt thou underſtand what is revealed con- 
cerning the way of peace—what was cove- 
nanted in the 6ounſel of the eternal Three 
and what has been done in conſequence of it? 


Jeſus Chriſt is * great peace · maker. * 
| "ME 
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| has made peace through the blood of bis 
croſs. The Father ſent him, gave hum to be 
5 a covenant of the people, to fulfil for them 


all righteouſneſs, and to be their atoning ſa- 


crifice. The Father has ſeen the work 
which he gave him to do, and has accepted 


it; is perfectly ſatisfied with it, and there- 


fore is infinitely delighted with him and with 
all his. He would now be known by the 
high ſtile and title of the Gop or PEACE. 


Fury is not in him to thoſe, whom he ſees in 


the beloved. He is a Father, fully, for ever 
reconciled to all his children in Chriſt, Jeſus. 
He loves them, as he loves him, with every 
kind feeling of the moſt tender parent. And 
he will bring every one of them to partake 
with their glorified head of the bleſſings of 


his everlaſting loveQ. 


. . * 


If thine underſtanding be enlightened 


with this knowledge of God, is it effect ual 


in thy conſcience? Canſt thou plead it there? 
This is the principal thing. Haſt thou a 
good conſcience, freed from guilt and con- 
demnation, by believing the record which 
God hath given of his Son? He is well plea- 


ſed with him for his righteouſneſs ſake, His 


ſoul delighted in the ſweet ſmelling, ſavour 


of his Son's ſacrifice. Becauſe he humbled 


himſelf and became obedient unto death, 
even the death of the croſs, therefore the 
Father hath highly exalted him. This is 
the witneſs of God. Doſt thou yield to it, 
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and give it full credit ? What! canſt how | 


fay the ſame that Od does. It ſhould 


- 
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ſet to thy ſeal that God is true, and that 
what ſatisfied him has perfectly ſatisfied 


thee, and therefore the peace of God rules 
in thy conſcience always and by all means? 


Remember, this is thy Privilege. Thou 
art called to the enjoyment of it. The evi- 


dence is as full, as could be defired for the 


ending of all ſtrife in thy conſcience. The 
reateft honour, thou canft put upon the 


b. 
divine witnefles, is ſo to end it, as to ſuffer 
nd appeal to be made from their decree. 


Thy confcience ſhould join iſſue, It ſhould 


frem guilt under the 


plead thy diſcharge 


| broad fea} of heaven; and fhould ſtop the 
mouth of unbelief with thoſe words written 


in golden letters in the royal charter -of 
race There is wo condemnation to 


them that are in Chriſt Jeſus—they are 


_& 4 freely: forgiven ALL. trefpaſſes” ———— ; 
They are juſtified from aLL things thy 


& fins and inuten fays God himſelf, will 
t remember W wors.” Theſe are the 
immutable words of truth, They cannot 
be broken. ' O my ſoul, put honour upon 


them. Believe: x5 without doubt or wa- 


vering. Why deſt thou draw back thy 
confidence? Truft, and be not afraid. 
Thou mayeſt ſafely venture to believe all 


that the 1 Lord hath poked. He wilt make 
| e 
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it good; and the more thou believeſt, the 
more will be made good. More faith will | 
bring thee in a richer revenue of peace. | 
The Lord increaſe thy. faith. May it en- 
tirely influence thy conſcience, that it may 
agree with God; neither queſtioning the 
infinite value of the righteouſneſs and atone- 
ment of Immanuel, nor yet the faithfulneſs 
of his'promiſe,. under which thou claimeſt 
them WnoOSOE VRR WILL may take them 
AA „„ 
Let. thy faith be ever ſo well eſtabliſned, 
yet thou wilt meet with ſomething every 
day to try it; but remember the founda- 
tion on which thou ſtandeſt, cannot fail, and 
none, nothing ſhalt remove thee. from it. 
The Lord brought thee to build upon this 
foundation. He hath begun the good work, 
and he will not leave his work unfiniſhed. 
The top ſtone. ſhall certainly be brought _ 
forth with ſhouting 6&act—GcRact:. for. 
his love is like himſelf, His purpoſes, his - 3 
word, his works change not. What if thon 
feel many things wrong in thyſelf, thou art: it 
ſometimes low in ſpirits; thou canſt. not be 
pleaſed with thy. corruptions, and thou. art: 
mot pleaſed with thy duties, thy graces are 
weak, thy love not as it ſhould be, thy beſt: 
ſervices unprofitable; yet theſe very things 
rightly underſtood, and improved by the 
teaching of the holy Spirit will be the means 
of eſtabliſhing thy conſeience in the- peace of 
e Os... as 
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God. They will lead thee every day to a 
greater dependence upon ſovereign grace: 
for they will leave thee nothing to truſt in, 
but the righteouſneſs and the atonement of 
Immanuel, / nothing to keep thee, but his 


faithfulneſs to his word and work, and no- 


thing to bleſs thee, but his free covenant 
mercy. Thus they will wor k together for 


thy good. Trials will ſettle thee. Ene- 


mies will confirm thee in peace. Troubles 


will bring thee nearer to God. Amidſt all 
diſcouragements thou wilt have this pro- 
miſe to ſtay thy ſoul upon — I will never 
4 leave thee nor forſake thee.” His friend- 
ſhip. is fixt. It ſprings from | the purpoſe 


and love of. his own breaſt,» and therefore 


was and is always unchangeably the ſame 


in him. Whom he loveth he loverh, unto 
the end. | 
Well ien, O my foul . haſt NINE 3 
thyſelf. How is it with thee? Doſt thou 
know the way of peace? Art thou at peace 


with God being "all la: by faith? Canſt 


thou plead this peace, and maintain it in 
thy conſcience ? Is it a conſcience, does 
it witneſs for God? Is it a pure conſcience, 
cleanſed from guilt and condemnation? Is 
it ſatisfied, that the Father is perfectly re- 
conciled through the life and death * his 


Son? And is it ſatisfied with the divine re- | 


cord, giving thee a free grant of the bene- 


into N 


into poſſeſſion by believing ? Art thou of one 
| heart and of one mind in this matter with 


the Father, and now being at peace with 


him agreed to walk in his way? If indeed 
he has been thus gracious unto thee, bleſs 
the Lord, O my ſoul, and all that is within 


me praiſe him for the exceeding ' riches of 


his love. What a mercy is it, that he has 


brought thee into the way of peace! O go 
on: fear not. Set out daily with an holy 
humble boldneſs to walk with thy God. 
And for the guiding of thy feet in his way, 


and that thy ſteps may not decline from it, 


be diligent in hearing and reading the word 


of God. Study it. Pray over it. Mind. 


what encouragement it gives tee: Hav- 
ing therefore, brethren, boldneſs to enter 
into the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, by 
that new and living way, which he hath 


* conſecrated for us, through the veil; that - 


«is to-ſay, his fteſh, and having an high 
_ «prieſt over the houſe of God, let us draw 


near with a true heart, in full aſſurance 


of faith, having our hearts ſprinkled from 
an evil conſcience, and our bodies waſhed 
with pure Water.“ Heb. x. 19, 20, &c. 
What perfect peace is here proclaimed to 
the children of God! Sin had ſeparated 
them from him, but there is acceſs through 


Jeſus. He is the way to the Father. He 


of works, Which upon the fall was ſhut for 


_ ever, 
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ever. He is a living way, all that are alive 
to God live by the Aich of the Son of God. 
'He is a conſecrated way, every thing need- 
ful for their holy walk being provided in 
him. And they are required to walk in this 
way with boldneſs; truſting to the blood of 
Jeſus, and depending, on the interceſſion of 
the high prieſt over the houſe of God, they 
have acceſs with confidence into the holieſt. 
It is their undoubted privilege to draw near 
with a true heart, not like a double minded 
man wavering and unſtable; but with full 
aſſurance of faith, entirely ſatisfied that God 
in Chiiſt has nothing in His breaſt, but love 
towards them; therefore they ſhould believe 
in him, and ſerve him without fear, having 
their hearts ſprinkled from an evil conſci- 
ence, meintaining peace with God through 
the continual application of the blood of Je- 
ſus, and bavipg their bodies waſhed with pure 
water, body. and ſoul being cleanſed from 
the guilt and filth of ſin by the waſhing of 
regeneration and renewing of the Holy 
| Ghoſt. + 4 caps 5 * 979 5.3 117 | 5 
O may this be my happy experience. 
May I ever have grace to draw near to my 
reconciled Father with a good conſcience. 
Yea, Lord, this is my heart's deſire. I would 
walk with thee day by day in perfect peace. 
O deny me not the requeſt of my lips. 
Glory be to thy free love that through Jeſus 
1 am ſuffered to have accels e thy pre- 
1. J -- 
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fla and am, corrmmanded to come mich 
_ boldneſs into the holieſt of all. Lo l come 
before thee, holy Father, to plead the blood 


| ſhedding and eo righteouſneſs of thy dear 
Son; and 1 hope my plea will be admitted 
ar wee the interceſſion of the high prieſt 
ol the 
peace, upon the face of thy Beloved. See 
me in him. I deſire to be found in bim. 
And for his ſake let the faithful witneſs for 


thy love in Jeſus abide with me, that in 


hearing and reading thy word, in prayer and 
meditation he may increaſe my faith in thee 
and love to thee. 


O God the Holy Ghoſt, 1 beſeech thee to 


q make practical upon my heart what thou 
haſt revealed in ſcripture of the Father's 
love. Deliver me from guilt and condem- 


nation, by the ſprinkling of the blood of 
Jeſus. Apply it effectually. Apply it eon- 


tinually. Help me to believe with more 
_ comfort! in my conſcience, and with more 


ſtedfaſtneſs in my Walk, that his blood 


cleanſeth from all ſin. O bleſſed Spirit, 
Carry on thy Work in my ſoul. Lead me 


from faith to faith, that J may at all times 
have freedom to enter within the veil to a 
recoiciled God and Father, and may = 
nt 
_ doubts and feats, againſt corruptions and 
enemies. O teach me to draw near to him 
wich 4 "wh cart, "EY n 
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ouſe of God. O look, thou God of 
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his love, and in fall aſſurance of faith · 
This is TT office. O fulfil it in me 
that my heart may be ſprinkled from an 
evil conſcience, and my body, waſhed with 
pure water. Let me find grace ſufficient 
for me for Jeſus ſake, to whom with thee 
© Father, and the eternal Spirit, three per- 
ſons in one Jehovah, be equal honour and 
glory for Ever ang ever. Amen. . 
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14 eee with him in love. 
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. I 5 depends entirely upon a W 
1 conſcience. There can be no love of 
Cod, unleſs there be fitſt peace with ( 
No convinced linter ean love him, yy he 4 
believes him to be reconciled; While guin 
n 12 in che conſcience, enmity wiHH CEE 
= us place in the! heart: for ſo long as the 
= Dos: upon his fins unpardaned, and God: 
the juſt: avenger of them, he muſt conſider. 
him as, ae⁰ů,“d God, and a confuming; fire. * 
il In thigview:there is every thing that ean in- 
| ereaſe his guity fears. And, while theſe. 
| gefi le then conſcience, inftead of walking 
| ith: ; watt Rory run! a ay rent 2 
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1 like the firſt offenders, he would fool- 


iſhly try to hide: himſelf from the preſence 


of God. 


But when the boy: Sad 10 * 
the way of peace, and has enabled the ſinner 


to find peace, being patdoned and juſtified 
through faith in Chrilt Jeſus, then he looks 
upon God in another light. He can view 
him, according as he has proclaimed him - 


ſel the Lord, the Lord God, merciful and 


gracious, long: ſuffering and abundant in 
goodneſs and truth, keeping merey for 


thouſands, forgiving iniquity, and tranſ- 
greflion, and 110; Under this. endearing 


character the God and Father of our Lord 


Jeſus Chrilt is revealed in ſcripture. Thus 


would he be conſidered in the cpvenant; of 
| grace — related in the neareſt bond of affec- 


tion to all his children: He is their father, 


the father of mercies, freely loving, freely 


forgiving, freely accepting, them 1 in the be- 


loved The holy Spirit convinges. them of 


it, and ſheds the Father's love to them 
abroad in their hearts; the ſenſe of which 
ſweetly inclines them to love him again. 
Love begets love. God has put on the ten- 
der bowels of an ever- loving parent, and he 
gives them the affection of dutiful children. 
They love. him, becauſe he firſt loved them. 


Then it is the delight of their ſauls, 10 cul- 
tivate and improve this love on their part, 


5 * it bones their heaven upon earth to 
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walk with their God i in the ways, wherein 


he has appointed to meet them, to love 55 


them, and to bleſs them. 
The main point then in the chriſtian. 


walk is to know how to maintain peace in. 


the conſcience : becauſe this is the powerful 
motive, upon which the believer firſt ſets 
out, andi it is the great ſpring which keeps 
him going on. While his conſcience con- 
tinues pure and undefifed, and the peace of 
God rules in it, all is well. He does not 
ſtop, he does not halt in the way. 
when guilt enters, unbelief certainly follo\ 4 
ave; it, and then there is a freſh-con-:.. 
troverſy in the court of conſcience. Mahy 
doubts ariſe, and afford matter for ſtrife and 
debate. The' ſenſe of peace is not only diſ- 
turbed, but is alſo for a time deſtroyed by 
how ſuſpicions as theſe Am T freely 
doned Is God fully reconciled to me 

Pl rr he ſtill my loving Father ? I fear nat. 
„ have done ſo and ſo— e is certainly 
*© difpleaſed/ with me, and therefore I dare 
not approach him, as I uſed to do, with 
* love and confidence.” This is an evil 
conſcience. | It is not purged from dead 
works: - becauſe guilt-i is ſtill in it, and this 
keeps the ſoul at a diſtance from God. It 


begets a coldneſs and a ſhyneſs to him, aud 
by ſhutting out the comfortable ſenſe of his 
love makes way for fear of wrath. Then 
90 855 motives to walk with God loſe their in- 
fluence, 


ink 41 } 3 
fluence, and an evil heart of unbelief tempts 
the man to depart from the living God. 


Lock well then, O my ſoul, to this leading 
truth. Which has ſach univerſal influence 


over the chriſtian walk. Attend to the peace 


of thy conſcience. Sec it be true peace, 
and mind it be well ſettled. Learn to main» 
tain it upon goſpel motives. The heart fol- 
| lows the determination of conſcience; and 
cleaves to the Lord, or departs from him, 
agrcding as the oonſcience excuſes or accuſes, 
It is therefore abſolutely neceſſary for ous 
peace, that we ſhould know how God has 


n perfectly reconciled in Chriſt Jeſus. This 


character of him in the ſcriptures ſhould be 
ſtudied. Whoever has been enabled io call 

him Abba, Father, ſhould implore the aſſiſ- 
tance. of the holy Spirit for an increaſe. of 
faith, and ſhould make uſe of all appointed 
means for his growth in the knowledge of the 
love of his heavenly Father, The e 


upon this ſubject in Romans v. — a chapter a- 


bounding with powerful arguments to efta- 
bliſh the peace of God in the conſcienee; in 
order that the love of God may rule in the 
heart. He gives us this account of theprivi- 
leges of a juſtified man. He has peace with 
God through Jeſus Chriſt—by whom he has 
free acceſs to.God—is in a ſtate of grace 
ſtands in it by the power of God—has rea- 
ſon to rejoice (come what will) in hope of the 


| glory to be revealed and whatever he 
| meets 


— 


U „ 
meets with in the way to glory ſhould in- 
creaſe'the rejoicing of his hope, and confirm 
his heart in the love of God to him. Obſerve 
how divinely the apoſtle ſpeaks : © There- 
fore being juſtified by faith we have peace 

* with God through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
* by whom alfo we have acceſs by faith in⸗ 
*'to this grace wherein we ſtand, and rejoice. 
«in, hope of the glory of God; and not only 
7 fo, hut we rejoice in iribQaliond alſo, KHW 
oy ing well that tribulation worketh Patience, 

and patience experience and experience 
* hope ; and hope maketh not aſhamed, 
=, evils the love of God is ſhed abroad in 
 *% our hearts by the 1. Ghoſt who | is given 
Wo... 
What privileges ! how. many, hol fret, 
how bleſſed are here declared to be the Por- 
tion of the juſtified man ! which he is to enjoy 
in his reconciled God, Each of them ten- 
ding to eſtabliſn peace in his conſcience, and 
Jove in his heart, that. he may delight hin- 
ſelf in God and in his ways! The firſt and 
chief blefſing'in- Exferience, which draws af 
ter it all the reſt, is the Spirit - 
be Holy G76 is given unto him, to be” 8 
witneſFfor Jefus, and to ſhed abroad the Fa. 
ther's love through him, He comes as the 
Spirit of life to quicken the ſoul, which had 
been dead in treſpaſſes and fins, and to bring 
it to the knowledge of ſalvation, which he 
does 2 by the gilt , 

Being 
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Being juſtified by faith.” He enables the 
the ſinner to believe in the finiſhed work of 
the God- man, and to truſt to the free grant 
of it in the word of God; whereby he ſees. 
himſelf fully juſtified: Through the atone- 
ment of Jeſus freed from ſin and guilt, 
through the righteouſneſs of Jeſus entitled to 
* and glory 3 and ele thifdly, h on 
| Peace with God through 72 eſus Cbrift bis 
| Lord—He ſees God is at peace with him 
perfectly and contiaually reconciled-. The 
peace is everlaſting which was made through 
the blood of the everlaſting covenant. The 
belief of this quiets and ſatisfies the ſinner' I 
conſcience; which being purged by the 
blood and juſtified by the righteooGeſs' of 
3 1 Cheilt his Lord is at peace, is freed: 

m guilty fears, and is reconciled to God, 
yea to the juſtice of God, who can now be 
juſt, and yet the juſtifier of the ungodly. To 
what high horour is he then called ? He is 
admitted into enn _— Oe? and * 
S 66 
Fourthly. ho eſs by Sad Into 45 e, 
whenein: be lands —acceſs to a mercy feat, to 
which he is invited to come freely, as a be- 
loved child to an affectionate parent. Boldneſs 
and acceſs with confidence are required and 
commanded. Let us come boldly to the 
«throne of grace : having boldneſs to enter 
0 into 5 holieſt by the blood of Jeſus,” tet 


us 


rs 


Us ty faith make much uſe of that new and 
| living way, which he hath opened for us. O 
what a mercy is it thus to have acceſs to a 
gracious Father! how much is the merey 
increaſed by his ſettling his children in 
it! We 8TAND in it, ſays the apoſtle, de- 
noting the being fixed in a ſtate of perfect 
acceptance, conferred hy ſovereign grace, 
brought into it by unchangeable love, and 
kept in it by the power of a faithful God. 
How ſtrengt ening to W encourage 
ing to hope! for 

Fifty, Fe. rejoice in hope of the glory. of 
Gal. Faith relies upon the truth of what 
Cod hath promiſed, and hope waits for the 
enjoy ment of the good in the promiſe, but 
more eſpecially for the glory which. is to be 
revealed. This hope o * is full of re- 
joicing: becauſe, every thing which hope 
| dooks at and draws its joy from depends on 
the truth and faithfulneſs of a covenant with 
God. There can be no failing on his part, 


and therefore. on the believer's there can be 185 


vo diſappointment. On this ground hope caſts 
its anchor, both ſure and ſtedfaſt, and finds 
all ſaſe during the ſtorms of life, yea has many 
a ſweet foretaſte of the promiſed glory, 
. into the en by theſe very ſtorms : 
or 


„Sixthly, We. refokg in iribubatoas. alſo. 


5 Theſe are ſo far from taking away the joy of : 


58 5 mans that they tend greatly to 


increaſt 


1 


increaſe it, and to make it more holy; ag well 
as more happy. Tribulations produce a 
hs harveſt of bleſhngs, they bring ; 

me 
Patience, giving occaſion to enerch(s the 
graces of the Spirit, to find the truth and 
the power of them, and thereby working 
ſubmiſſion under the croſs to the wilt of God. 
It is good for me, ſays David, that I have 
been afflicted; his troubles brought him 
to God —“ Before 1 was afflited'l went a- 
1 ſtray.” His troubles kept him near to 
God, dependant on the divine ſtrength to 
bear thein with parience, and for an ha ppy 
| "ws out of them. Whereby he learnt 

Experience, which follows” ſuffering and 
"2 . Tribulations teach us what we 

are as ſinners, and what God is to his recon- 
ciled children. They make us ſenſible of 
our weakneſs, and of our being ſtrong only 
in the Lord—of our miſerv, and of his com- 
forts—of what we deſerve, and of what he 
faves us from they bring us to live out of 
ourſelves upon the {ure mercies of a covenant 

God,: whereby our hope in him being tried, 
and by trials confirmed, we diſcover his love 
to us in ſuffering, and by Gally experience 
becoine quite ſatisfied, that burt | 
Hope is the grace of the you Spirit : for ir 
er the ſcripture- character; it rejoices 
in tribulation. It has good reaſon ſo'to do. 
It experiences God's faithfulneſs. ' Every - 
tg os Zw 7 


TY „ 
bing. promiſed being. made * to us. in 


time, we thereby grow up into the full aſſu- 


rance of hope, that we ſhall not fail of receiv- 
ing the promiſed glory. And this 
Hoe mafeth not aſpamed, bec auſe. the lie 


of God is ſbed abrond in aur heat ts by the Holy 
Ghoſt, who is given uno us. He is given to 
ſatisfy out hearts of the log of God to us, 
and to lead us to ſtudy the nature, and tlie 
perſections of his love. Behold! What man- 


ner of love, what a free, full, ſovereign, and 


Seglating: love, the Father hath beſtowed 
upon us. It is actually beſtowed and enjoy- 


ed by the power of the Holy Ghoſt. He 
ſhews us how. the: Father loved us, even 
when we were without ſtrength 3. yea here- 


in God commendethhis love towards us, in 


that while we were ſinners and enemies, he 
gave his Son to live and! die for us, much 


more then being now juſtified, we ſhall be 


ſaved from wrath, and brought to glory, 


through him. How does this commend: 

| and ſet off the love of God! It is the firſt 
cauſe of all the graces here mentioned, and 

beſtous them upon the moſt unworthy. 

Faith, juſtification by faith, accels to God, 

ſtanding in a juſtified ſtare, rejaicing in hope 


of glory, and. rejoicing in the way to it 


— 


even in; tribulations, becauſe they, cxerciſe 


and improve patience, and put our-graces to 
ſuch trials, as convince us, that they are the 


true graces of the holy Spirit, and that we 


| ſhall 


- 


„„ 
mall never be aſhamed of our hope in Cod. 
In this golden chain of experience love is the 
upermoſt link. It was the firſt, and draws 


after it all the reſt.- Ti, free love of the 


ather gave his Son for us, and with him 
gave us all things. The ſame love has now 
given his Spirit to us, and he has enabled us 


to know and to believe, that we are juſtified, 


have acceſs toa reconciled God, ftand accep- 
ted before him, &c. and that he is our loving 
God and Father i in-Jeſus. The ſenſe of this 
warms the heart, and ſweetly and powerfully 
influences the affections to delight in, and to 
walk in love with ſuch an exceedingly. gra- 
cious and merciful Gd. 


In this delightful portion of ſeripture the 


holy Spirit teaches us, how he brings ſinners 
to know that God loves them. It is. by be- 


lieving in the righteouſneſs and atonement 
of the Son of God. Hence ſpring pedce ard 
love peace with Gad' in the conſcięnce, and 


love to God in the heart. There i is an in- 
ſeparable connection between thoſe , two 
graces. The one cannot exiſt 1 ithout the 
other. Whoever knows the God of peace 
will find that God! is love; ; for being juſtified 
by faith, he will thereby fee that "God i is at 
peace with him, and hirafelfig: a late of free 
acceptance before, him, in which he ſhall 


ſtand and be kept fafe, until he receive. the 


| promiſed glory. The hope of which will be 


MICS 2 his daily ee of God's f 


faithf ulneſs, 
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| faithfulnels, mak ing all things, even tribula- 


tions, work fan for his good in the way 
to glory: thus will the holy Spirit ſatisfy 


him of the love of God to his foul. And 


the perſuaſic on of his love begets love. It 
ſoftens the hard heart. It warms the cold 
heart. It works kindly upon all the affec- 
tions, and by ſetting before them every 
poſſible good to be enjoyed in their recon- 


ciled God, it mightily difpoſes them to ſeek 
their ſupreme happineſs i in walking humbly 1 


i 


and cloſely with him. 


| Attend then, O my Gul to this ſerip- 
ture. Meditate upon the, expefience of 
which i it treats, Pray for it. Pray for more 


of it. Aud above all obſerve the great truth 


here taught thee by the Holy Ghoft, name- 


ly, that thou canſt not have any true love of 
God, but what ariſes from the ſenſe of his 


1] being at peace with thee in Jeſus. O be- 
ware of falſe teachers: for there great rea- 
jel oving God 
for his own inherent lovelineſs. "7 funda- . 
mental miſlake. Myſticks, quakers, natural 


ſon. Many boaſt ar} their 


religion men, dreaming metaphyſicians, and 
the motley tribe of moraliſts and deifts, pre- 


tend to love an abſolute God, without View- 
ing him in the covenant of grace, or as he. 


115 revealed himſelf in the incarhatien of 


his Son. There has been no love of this 


kind in any heart upon earth for near ſix 


thouſand years. Adam in Paradiſe 1 4 | 
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love him TIE Bur when: driven out of ö 


Paradiſe, for ſin he could love him ſo no 
more. The promiſed ſeed of the woman, 
the word made fleſh, became then the ob- 
Jett of his faith, and the only ground of his 
love. The ſcripture has clearly determined 
this“ We love him, becauſe he firſt loved = 
4 us And in this was maniſeſted the love 
' ** of God towards us, becauſe that God ſent 
his only begotten Son into the world, that 
Me mi gur live through him.” When the 
Holy Ghoſt has taught this love of God to 
ſinners, and by believing has manifeſted it 
to their hearts; then they love him upon 
chriſtian principles z and ſinners cannot love 
him upon any other. They love him for 
that infinite mercy, which led him to ſen da 
his only begotten Son into the world to 
Bniſh the falvation of bis people. They 
love him for ſending the Holy Glkoſt to 
enable them to lee the everlaſting ſufficiency x 
of this ſalvation, and to believe the record cf 
God concerning itz whereby they come to 
experience low much the Father ved & 
them. This is heaven begun. The Fa- 
ther's love ſhed abroad in the heart by the 
Holy Ghoſt is the foretaſte of glory. Who- 
ever enjoys it has found, what 1s more to be 
deſired than gold, yea than much fine gold, 
ſweeter alſo than honey and the honeycomb. 
O it is indeed heaven upon earth. To pre- 
ſerve ir, to imp 15 s become the one 
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Tr se. 
ſtudy. of the: happy-believer. The: panting 
of. his: ſoul is after more of this love. : The: 
prayer of his faith is;, O thou ; eternal Spznits: 
help, me. ſo. to. walk with my: meſt loving 
Facher, as that I mayvmaintain peace with 


him in my. .conſciencs, and a. grow ing love: to 
him. in my; heart,, until: thou bring me- to. 
the. enjoyment! of, evening: Phace- andꝰ 


love, | 
The prayer. of arighteous man prevailech» | 


„ being offered. with energy: By the- 
love of: the Spirit it is anſwered He not 
onlyt preferves, but alſo increaſes. his- On: 
graces. He deads. the believer : to freſſi diſ · 
coveries of the. Father's love; and puts him 
into poſſeſſion, of the exceeding. rich. trea« 
ſupes- of. it. He helps him to draw-very- 
| ſtrong: arguments for the comfort of his 
heart from the. perfect FREENESS of divine 
loxe. Thus herreafons—- 

Although Jam beſet. with temprations,.. 


and affaulted; with corruptions, and: in at 


world of troubles. yet I need not fear, but: 
Ged. will bring me ſafe throught all: for 1 
know he loves me: It is plain he does, 
I could never have. loved him, unleſs he had 
firſt freely. loved mer My love. ĩs o the! 


reflection of his. I have heen convinced of : 


ſin; but it was not from myſelf : the con- 
. viction, was of God. I haveibeen:convineed.. 
Of 1 2 and 1. put my whole 
Ty truſt 


\ 
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f an 1 "the? Wy EH 111 fie 55 N is 


the” only 1 ear Fof my-hope.. I venture my: 

1 "poi ie ſure foundation, which be hath 
lad. And' this faif 1 is not of myſelf. [tis 
= ie! ift of Ga. I aſcribe it to his lovereign 
e Bak l have * been cnabled* to look 
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"Father as EPS o, me, par- 
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Oni 8 5 - thrbiigh "the blo 
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1 obedience of Is Beg 95 in him ac- 
cepting, loving, and b me. _ How 
could I] expefie lee babe 71 but by the 
| power of. che 


it „ £ 


900 1 defefye tc to e them? he rea- 


155 müßt be foun the riches "of his own 


free ' grace; | Did the; Father foreſee auy 


— 2 


bis Was it for any, worthuteſs of 
mine, 1 Wt the Son \ vouchſaled tc LE take fleſh, 


and to live” and to dig e de a8 it "for. IE 


al Y Yorelert \ works,” faith alnels, or diligence _ 
in means that the Holy G Ghoſt called me to 
know, tg believe, s ant o enjoy the Father 3. 
lobe wie igh” the Son” 8 "falvation.? O. no. 
AWa ue ſach' thoug his, 7 dare claim 
ndtfiing for mine own, büt ſin and ſhame, 

Not unto me, Lord, not unto me, but unto 
these be afl the! lory: It was the good. plea- | 
ſort of thine owh will, which chole me be- 


fołèe tfie fotindation of the world, and. ac 


cepte& cn in the beloved ; and now [ kndw 
that” hy *cditifels of old are faithfulneſs and 
| 5 WY e truth. 


Sers ; me rig ghtequs thront 5 
V. Shot 2 And fo fox hat 


5 N 96g i good ii in me, for, which he choſe me in 5 


4 — 


2 


c $8. 1: 
truth. I experience the happy fruit and 
effect of them. I am brought to believe in 
thee, and to love my. God and Father, which 
I am {ſatisfied I could never have done, if. 
thy free love had not firſt purpoſed to ſave 
me, and now carried thy purpoſes into exe- 
cution. To the praiſe of the glory of thy 


diſtinguiſhing grace I am in poſſeſſion of the 


things, which accompany ſalvation. O give 
me more grace, that I may daily make a bet- 
ter uſe of them, and may return thee better 
praiſe for thy free gifts of free grace. 
It is free, and it is alſo coveEnanT love. : 
This is another of its divine properties: God 
commendeth his love towards the heirs of 
promiſe by giving them full ſecurity for its 


unchangeableneſs. And this view the holy 


Spirit opens to them for the ſupport of their 
faith in times of trial, When they are walk- 
ing in darkneſs and have no light, troubled 
on every fide, without are fightings, within 
are fears, when in great heavineſs through 
failings in duty, through riſings of corrup- 
tion, or, through manifold temptations, then 
he diſcovers to them the treaſures of cove- 
nant love, and enables them to draw rich 
conſolation from that heavenly ſtorehouſe, 
An heir of promiſe under his teaching is often 
ſupported in this way, It i is true, lamin 

trouble, but not forſaken, What if every 
thing | have and am in myſelf makes aging | 
me, * God is on my hae, a covenant: . . 

| | or 
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for I believe the eternal Three entered into 

covenant before all worlds, and with mani- 
fold wiſdom ordered all things relating to 
the heirs of promiſe. For their ſakes and 
to end all ſtrife in their confeiences about 
the certainity of their ſalvation, it pleaſed 
the bleſſed Trinity to enter into covenant, 


and to confirm their covenant by oath, thus 


; givingthem two immutable things to cruſt in, 
in which it is impoſſible for God to lie. 0 
| how ſtrengthening to faith is this view of the 
agg. of covenant love! If it be 

ut a man's covenant, being properly fign⸗ 
ed and ſealed, no one diſannulleth or addeth 
thereto. And who ſhall diſannul or add to 
the covenant of the Trinity? The cte: tare 
cannot. God will not. His purpoſe of 
bringing many ſons to glory is unalterably- 
fixed in Ins own mind, and in order to make 
it a ſure ground for their faith, he confirmed 
his immutable covenant by his immutable 
oath, On this ſecurity I reft my ſoul. A 
covenant God has enabled me to truſt in his 
- covenant engagements. Hence | ſee every 
thing relating to my falvation abſolutely 
certain in the counſel and covenant of God; 
and I look upon my faith to be one of the 
effects of my being in the covenant, And® 
faith as a covenant gift i is an immutable gift. 

What a bleſſing is it that the gifts and calling 

of God are without repentance! It has been 


8 me on the behalf of Chriſt to believe. 
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gag drm goyenant love? What 
E OO. "Th Me o ;4ruſt in corenant 

fierafgre, by. belie ving hre 
imp table , 55 hings to 4 2 upon for ide 
SES of .my Gal enden. Upon 
waula T (lay n. nl, as well Lmay, and-fix 
my. heart, upop.therp. , ©.that:l cauidebring 
nate glory. to my 8 God thy truſting 
1m, it, unſhaken.gonfidence,! ieee 
ine demands jt at my hands. His love oon 
fh ting n of ale een pon * 


2 + „ 


joe. enk upon it. I Ae = 00. 0 zhy : 
_ covenant. engagements without lere. 5 
9 ſtablich, ſtrengthen, ſetile my faith. In 

oeale it from day to day, that I may graw 

in the. knowledge; and Experience of that lpre 
which paleth Knowledge. For 5 
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Ls T love. . T his:3s another ef itsimoſt 


 eVforious properties. „His lowentnews weicher 
tbegmmng nor ent}, it is zwerrheut vari- 
cableneſs :ordhadow- of turning. Thehaart 
ef God always one ndl iche ſamei towards. 
his ehoſem people: tor heflowetirthem:frescty. 
' The-motivesito:it were all in, andcfromthis 
onveaſt. \Thecoovenantwantliftiuguith- 
ing Hovejfecured to thedhdirs wh pr 
tke malt ſolemn gements. nd dis 
torowns all. Eis love is df ztlœſacnealate 
with the coxemant—wat only before. ;ail 
pou pigs is . 'Titerefuve 
requonthy: called in pinre tan ever 
taſting coxenant, and coνο e is fan 
_ no the according to the eternal purpoſe, 
which he had pꝓurpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus our 
Lord: whereby before :the foundations of 
the world were taid, he hath Tooftantly: de- 
rect by. his oounſel, ſeeret to ws, to fgeliver | 
from · eurſe and damnation thute whom le 
Hath choſen m Chriſt out ofamankind, andito 
bring them by Okrift to cverlaſting falvation, 
as weſſels made to honour. Here is n mever- 
failing ſource of comfort io aibelteving heart. 
Meditate, O my foul, upon it. Conſider, 
hat. God hath· done for thee, and give him 
the glory of his precious love. Has he not 
called thee by his Spirit, working i in thee in 
due ſeaſon? Lat chou not obeyed the call ⁊ 
Doſt chou not depend upon thetinifhed 8 
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of God; thy Saviour ? Art thou not juſtified 
freely | by faith in him? Art thou not ſeek- 
ing daily to mortify the works of the fleſh, 
and thy. earthly members, and that thy 
mind may be drawn up to high. and heavenly 
things: Certainly theſe are good proofs of 
the purpoſes of the Father's love towards 
thee: becauſe theſe are the happy effects of 
his purpoſes. now taking place in thy foul. 
O bow greatly ſhould this conſideration eſ- 
tabliſh and confirm thy faith of eternal ſalva- 
tion to be enjoyed. by Chriſt, and thereby 
. kindle thy love towards God. He has in- 
deed drawn thee. by the ſweet attraction of 
his Spirit unto himſelf, and has explained to 
"thee the motive for his ſo doing Yea, 1 
* have loved thee with an everlaſting love, 
therefore with loving kindneſs have I 
drawn thee.” His love diſcovered-to thee 
in time is the fruit of his love before time: 
for the one is the effect of the other. If love 
had not been always in his heart towards 
thee, thy heart could never have been drawn 
in love to him. But hie has drawn it. And 
thou art ſeeking to have it drawn more cloſely 
to him. Is it not thy daily wiſh? O for 
more love to my gracious Father what a 
love has he ſhewn to me what a free, cove- 
nant, everlaſting love! And yet, alas! what 
poor returns do I make him? Holy Spirit 
of love, raiſe and exalt my affections, and let 
the conſideration of the wonderful love af 


— 


4 


5 my heavenly Father to me increaſe mine to 
him, and let mine abound yet more and more 
in knowledge and in all ſenſible experience. 
The holy Spirit, Who. is the great teacher, 
ö and manifeſter of the Father's love, has re- 
vealed theſe properties of it in ſcripture for 
the eſtabliſnment of the faith of the children 


of God. He would have them believe af- 
ſuredly, that God is the Father, not in name 


only but in deed and in truth; that he has 
the bowels of the tendereſt Parent, and that 


he freely, fully, everlaſtingly loves them in 


his He Son- As he loves him, ſo he loves 


them. He embraces the head and the mem 


bers with the ſame affection. And . becauſe 


they can hardly believe this in times of trial 


and trouble, the holy Spirit would therefore ſa- 
risfy their hearts of it by diſcovering to them 


the ee e of their Father's love, 
as it has been manifeſted in the divine cove- 
nant, and confirmed with the divine oatlr, 


In both which the witneſs of the Father to 
his children is given in this manner ———— | 
have freely loved you, I have engdged to 
love you, and I will ever be mindful of my 


_ covenant engagements—-as I live, faith the 
Lord, I will love you fints the end- yea, 1 


will bleſs you, wit 1 alt fpiritual and eternal 


bleſlings in Chriſt Jus. --what he, your e- 


der brother, is now in glory, that will my 
love make you the mountains fhall depart, 


ard the bills ſhall be removed; bur my kind 
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. fhall nat bart from Jan, _ . 
E COVENANT ot my ease be remov 
the Lord, vat hath Mercy n you. 
Theſe are faithful fayings, and-worthy 10 


al; Acceptation. O exy; heart of unbelief, 


at Ky to reaſon againſt 


what 1775 + 


5 the truth of them? O e of little faith, 


| N do Fg doubr.of receiving the good- 
- neſs of t Your Father is not à man, 
that e ould lip, peither the on man, 
that he ſhould alter his pup Hach he 
2ig, and ſhell be not d? Or hath he ſpo- 


en, and ſhall he nat make it good! Ves, 


po the purpoſe of his heart ſpoken with bis 
al js HOW Rand engaged to eſtabliſh 
ARE: 5 word, and therefore it is a fafe 
ground to build and to reſt upon. Truſting 
do it the belięver may holdly claim the pro- 


miſed bleſſings of his Father's love, and with 
bo hope thaf will neyer make him aſhamed 


e may expect a growing enjoyment of its 
tee covenant and eternal bleſhngs. _ 
Well then, O my ſoul, thou haſt conſi- 


y 
_— 


N 0 } be made good with his arm: 


i 


dered the ſubject. What are thy ſenti - 


ments of the loye of the Father ? Are they 
ſuch as the ſcriptures teaches ? Take heed of 


error. A little miſtake here will have 
gteadful effects 2 8 thy Walk. Doſt thou 


believe, that thou coming ta the Father 
through faith in the life and death of his co- 


equal Son, art 1 and before 


him, 


j : 


85 FS $: 5 
him, and that this thy coming to the Father 
through the Son is from the grace of the 
Spirit? Therefore the Three that bear re 
cord in heaven do witneſs to thy being an 
abject of covenant love. Does this witneſs. © 
keep thy conſcience quiet, and thy hearty 
happy ? Canſt thou plead it againſt guilt 
and . and maintam the influence of it in 
dark. and trying times? The love of thy 
heavenly Father is immutable: doft thou 
experience it to be ſo? It js everlaſting; 
_ - canſt thou depend upon it as ſuch ? It has 
provided all hleſſings for thee in Jeſus: art 
thau receiving them ont af his fulneſs, grace 
far grace? It is propoſed. to thy faith in 
Jobs xvii. and 19 Fol Glas @ never failing 
ſpring of conſolation. Read and try, whe- 
ther thou art practically arquainted with 
what is there written. Examine the cha- 
_ rafter of the Father's love; and be aſſured 
_ - what is not agreeable to it, is nat the teach- 
ing of the holy Spirit. His office in thy foul 
is to witneſs to what he has revealed in the 
ſeripture, to explain it to thine underſtanding, 
to make it the ground of thy faith, and the 
* enzoymeant of thy heart. Doſt thou then 
underſtand, and believe, and enjoy tlie Fa- 
ther's love according to what the holy Spirit 
Perhaps thou art clear in thine under- 
ending, but through the-weakneſs of thy 
faith halt but little enjoyment of the VE of 
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God. Wbyi is thy faith weak? Search into 
the cauſe, (depend upon it God is not the 
cauſe) and having difcovered it, enquire into 
the remedy. There is proviſion made in 
the covenant for all the infirmities of thy 
Faith : : for it was well ordered in all things 
nd fure, and thy faith was well ordered and 
Aure—infallible ſecurities were provided in 
the covenant to make it ſure. That thou 
ſhouldſt have it, that thou ſhouldſt keep it, 
and keep it too unto the end, the bleſſed 
Trinity have engaged by their immutable 
' counſel, and their immutable oath. There- 
fore thou art now kept by the power of God 
through faith unto falvation. The power 
of God, which is thy keeper, has given thee 
faith, 'and keeps thy faith, that it fail not. 
Thou and it are wall kept. A covenant 
God has -the charge of both. Almighty ; 
love watches over thee, and underneath are 
the ererlaſting arms. Tilt thefe fail, thy 
faith cannot fait: O what powerful motives 
are theſe to induce thee to believe without 
. Confider them carefully. And 
ma the Lord render them the means of 
ſtrengthening thy faith, and of thereby ena- 
bling thee to cleave more Elofely in love to 
thy heavenly Father. 
It may be thou art hindered Nad Being 
by unſhaken faith, becauſe thou haſt ſo little 
love to. God—hz ought to have all thy 
heart and ſou}, and mind and ſtrength, but T 


35 Þ 


it grieves thee to obſerve what 21 ſmall part 


| he has of them. This view is always 
humbling. Our love at beſt is. not what it 


ought to be. It is not conſtant : it ebbs and, 
flows. It is not perfect; the fleſh luſteth 
always contrary to the Spirit. It is' not 
what God deſerves, as payment for love re- 
ceived: who will compute the full value of 
bis love to one redeemed ſinner? On earth 

it furpaſſeth knowledge. In heaven i it ſur- 


paſſeck all returns of praiſe, The higheſt 


love of glorified ſaints is ony acknowledg- 
ment, but not payment. They are per- 
fectly humble, and therefore willing that 


God ſhould have all the glory of their ſal- 
vation. To him they aſcribe it. The 


ſame mind in thee would refine. thy love, 
and make it ſomething like theirs. When 
thou art conſidering thy love to God, and 
aſhamed at the fight of it, then look at his. 
Look efpecially 4 his, when there is little. 
Believing vieus of his will increaſe thine. 


Thine has nothing elfe to excite it, or to 


nouriſh jr. Thou art not called upon to 


warm thyſelf with the ſparks of thy love to 


God, but with the pure conſtant flame of his 
love to thee. His is to keep up thine. 


His'is the firſt cauſe, and thine is but the 
effect. The experience of his will heal all 
the infirmities of thine. When thy love is 


little, unſettled, cold, and dull, then ſtudy 


the e 9 of his: theſe rightly 
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underſtood will increas ſerve, warm, 1 | 
actuate thine affettic y believi ame- 
ditation thou wile fin 5 provided for 
thy nie love; the Eule of it will comfort 
thy gonkeience. Thy 150 will grow 25 
MWfſthin thee: while thou art muſi the fire 
will kindle. It will break ont. F hou wilt 


ſpeak, with Ty: tongue praile ang thanklſ- 


orgs. ta thy loving God and Father, 

Thou art viſas then, 'O my ſoul, and 
| ready to ſet out to-follow thy Gal. Under 
the influence of the holy Spirit hau haſt 
chofen him for thy portion, and in a con- 
ſtant dependence upon His Len“ thou haſt 


taken his way for thy daily walk. How = 


et is the love, wherewith he Joveth thee! 
urvey It. Heute, if chau ganſt, the * 


cmenßiöns of it ig thing gyn particular caſe. 


The more thoy art acquainted with it, be 
readier wilt thou be to [oy him all the 
glory of it, 20d to make h acknowledge | 
menis, as theſe, v/. wo 
I ſpeak the truth in Chriſt, I lie not, my 
conſcience bearing me witnels in the Holy 
Ghoft, that being juſtified. by ks I have 
found peace, and free gcceſs io u recangiled 
; God. We are a reed, and naw 1 deſire to 
walk with him. e is my Father in Jeſas, 
and i know he has bowels 'of the tendereſt 
affection for me. 1 ought nat, it would be 
| baſe in me, to queſtion it, ſince he has ſhed. 
Hy love abroad. in wy * by the 8 

0 


0 63 J: 
Gboſt: ho has made me of caged of 


one heart; and of one way with | himſelf, 


His way is become minę: for he has zecon- 


ciled me 40 it by cauſing me to ſee, that he 


choſe me freely, as an alyect of his electing 
love, that he 0 has Son to finiſh ſalva tion 


 wagk for me, and that he has now given his 


Spirit to me, who has called me and given 
me ears to hear, who has beſtowed on me 


faith aud hope, 


grace, and everlaſting fayour. O what ex- 


ceeding riches of loye are theſe 1 If I 90 ö 


declare and ſpeak of them, they are more 
than can numbered. What am I, that 
I ͤſhould de accepted in the beloved? His 
Father mine. He fees me, loves me, yeg 


bleſſes me in him. My title is clear to all 
fpicitual bleſſings, un n Gud being my 
God in [eſus, all things are mine. He will 


make them all work together for my good, 
He __ with-held not his own Son, but gave 
him for me, how fhall he not with him tree- 
ly give me all things? Having his free grant 
of them in the word af pramile, and truſt- 
ing to his faithfulneſs, 1 dest {et out to walk 
with my divine friend and Father, haping to 


enjoy his laying preſence all the way to hea- 
ven. I would not aim at getting any new 


title to his love, but to have new enjoyment. 


Every day I am ſeeking for mote know- 


ledge, and for more experience of his abun- 


dant 
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and has enabled me to lock 
upon theſe as fruits of the Father's.cavenant 15 
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dant Jove to me in his beloved Son. And 
for this end I would walk cloſe with him in 
his way—not to buy his love, it is ineſtima- 
ble—not to merit it, free grace and merit 
cannot ſtand together not that I may de- 
ſerve it for my walk, but may freely receive 
it of him in my walk—not that he may give 
it me for walking with him, but that in 
walking with him 1 may enjoy what he has 
already given me. His love is a free gift. 
I would by faith enjoy it in time, as I hope 
by ſenſe to enjoy it in eternity. Whatever 
bleſſing, ſtrength, victory, or comfort I ſtand 
in need of, I look to the fulneſs, which he 
has laid up in Jeſus, and from thence | re- 
ceive it. I read my title to it, and I take 
poſſeſſion of it, for nothing done in me or 
by me, now or at any other time, but only 
in and for the free grace of his Father and 
my Father. While | can live thus by ſim- 
ple faith] find 1 get on well, The ſenſe of 
his free, covenant, everlaſting love keeps my 
heart happy, and makes walking with him 
my delight, O that he may enable me to 
preſs forward, that I may hold my confi- 
dence, and the rejoicing of my hope ſtedfaſt 
_ unto the end! And why need I doubt of it? 
Since he has me in his keeping. His love 
has bound itſelf to me by covenant engage- 
ments, which are my full ſecurity for what 
he has declared, I will never na thee, 
nor forlake thee.” 
| Theſe 
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, | Flt. 3 
Theſe deſires, L am perſuaded, are from 
thee, O Father of mercies I could never have 
fought my happineſs in thy love, unleſs thou 
| badit firſt loved me. O grant me then the 
_ deſires of my heart. What thy good Spirit 
has put me upon ſeeking, let me by his grace 
find continually. He has manifeſted to me thy 
perfect reconciliation to thy people through 
the life and death of Jeſus. It has been 
given me on his behalf to believe this,. 1 
have therefore taken thee for my God and 
my portion, and I would ſo walk with thee 
as to obtain a growing knowledge and expe- 
rience of thy love. For this cauſe I bow 
my knees unto thee, holy Father. O hear 
and anſwer the prayer of faith. Give me 
grace to walk with thee in love all the way 
to glory. I aſk it in the name of Jeſus : for 
thou art the Father of our Lord Jetus Chriſt, 
of whom the whole family in heaven, and earth 
is named. One Father, one family, one love. 
Thou receiveſt all thy children, whether in 
heaven or earth, into the ſame near relation, 
and embraceſt them with the ſame dear af- 
fection in thy beloved Son. O what a mercy 
is this! Bleſfed, for ever bleſſed be thy 
fatherly love, which choſe me to he of thy 
family, and which has brought me to know 
that I am a child of God by faith in Chriſt 
Jeſus. I thank thee for giving me the de- 
ſire to live as ſuch, and to Walk worthy 
of my high calling. O grant me then ac- . 
Es WE cording. 
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-eording ichesof thy glory/font-of thine 
infinite Avena 'of grace, -and-to-the praife of = 
thegloryofthygrace) tobe ſtrengthen edavith 
might by. thy Spirit in theinner man. He is 
the promiſe of thei Father. Blk hy children 
Shins theirnew birth, andevery#facwlty ofthe | 
_ new-manfromihim/and- by e eln of s 
mighty power they are kept, as wel} as re- 
newed day by day: for wWirheut him they 
can do nothing, f. this he has thoreughly 
<onvincedime.” J Eno I cannot call thee 
Pather, nor believe +n-thee; ner love: thee, 
but by thy Spitit. O my God, Krengrben 
me effeftuallyby' his race in · the inner man 
For every purpuſe ſpiritual Hife. What- 
ever he has engaged to do in thy children, 
get him do it in mer chat throughthieprefence 
and power Chriſ may dwell in my heart by 
faith. O let · him continually diſcover to me 
mine intereſt in Cbriſt, and open to me 
che exceeding riches of thy love in him. Holy 
Father, let thy good Spirit #bite with me, 
that I may know for certain -Chrift is one 
with me, and Tam one with him, and may 
thereby be able to maintain conſtant fellow- 
| ſhip with him---he dwelling in me, and I in 
him, O may'l thus live continually by the 
faith of the Son. of God, depending always for 
acceptance with thee upon his atonement and 
his righteouſneſs, - and fo may find the happy 
fruit of his prayer to thee, — Orighteous 
i 32276 1 have declared to my diſciples thy 
| ads name, 
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ne, asl 0rilldeclare it, that the dave, 
% #hezgwith-thou Igveſt me, mayche in zhem, 
* apdl inthæw. Thon gidſt hear thou: haſt 
of number, the. requaſt o 


_ anſwered times gut 
5 NM Lord God, anfwer. it to: me. 


Leraenrgoiceinthy love, andfind it toberibe 


fame:to mes tohim. Letthy;good Spirit root 


me and ground: me in the: know edge af-thy 


xe, toe in Jeſs, O grant me:to:be,deeply 
rpotedl in: he experience of it, hat- m faith, 
 workingby love, may brivg: 3 | 


| io de gloey,and I. may theme ſo.groun 


in dave, as t ſtand: unſhaxen, ikea —_— 
buie upon a rock, Se aue attack malle 


upon my love tp :thee, O my: God and 
Tabarz ene is Mak. kedgng apen:touhce. 


L hou knoweſt-the ſoctets: of it. en deft 


how. fervently 1 pray for the abiding 
preſence of the holy Spitit. N prayer 


comes from a, feeling ſenſe of Ay want of 


him, and: from a dependence on thy ie 


tp.give-theSpjrit: to, them that 0 


La. Grant .me-to;be ſtrengthened. by him 


in the inner man. 'Send him to anifeſt 
plainer and ꝓlainer my union with jeſus, io 
order to my keeping up commumion with 
him: that having him dwelling in my heart 

by faith, [ may be lo eftabliſhed in the expe- 
rience of thy loxe to me an him, as to be 
able. to.comprehengd with all ſaints, what 18 


that bbreagzh and length, and depth, and 


8 ,of thy love. "0" the ſaints _— 
hen 


, 
: 1 
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hend it. But the ſaints below leſs than they 
above. And ſome of them below compre- 
nend more than others. I know but little: 
O my God, increaſe my knowledge of thy 
love in Jeſus. | Whereunto I have attained, 
eſtabliſh me; and keep me preing forward 
for clearer! diſcoveries of it. Help me to 
ſurvey it, ſo far as faith is able, in its moſt 
glorious dimenſions, and to praiſe thee for 
mine experience of its rich mercies. Holy. 
Father, teach me ſtill more by thy Spirit of 
the boundleſs freeneſs and of the endleſs ful- 
neſs of thy love —let me know thy love in 
Chriſt, which-paſſeth knowledge.” Although 
I cannot know it, as it is, my hrited under- 
ſtanding being incapable of meaſuring the 
infinity of thy- love, yet for this very reaſon 
let me be daily ſtudying to know more 
of it—growing up into Chriſt Jeſus by faith 
—abounding in hope by the power of 
the. Holy Ghoſt—and inereaſing in the 
love of God. Holy, bleſſed, and glorious 
Trinity, let me thus partake of the ful- 
neſs of grace below, grace for grace, till I 
- partake of the fulneſs of glory above that! 
may be filled with all the fulne(s which is of 
God, with which thou haſt promiſed to fill 
thy children in earth and heaven. O mag 
nify thy love towards me according to its 

greatneſs, and not according to my deſerts, 

or to my prayers. -I know thou canſt do ex- 
ceeding aburdarty above all that 1 can af 

/ or 
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| erthink, according to the power that worketh 
effectually in me. Thy. power engaged to 
act for me is the ſupport of my faith, and 
mine encouragement in my prayer. It is an 
infinite and almighty power, which has 
graciouſly begun, and has hitherto proſper- 

_ ouſly carried on the good work in my ſoul. 

To it all things are poſſible. Lord, forbid T' 
ſhould doubt of thy granting the petitions, 
which | have deen offering up unto. thee in 
thy Son's name. That which thou haſt pro- 

miſed, thou art able alſo to perform. O 
my God and Father, ſet thy power to work 
more effectually in me. Let the Spirit of 

might enlarge my thoughts of, and my faith 
in, thy precious love, Let me experience 
daily, how. much mare thou art able to, do, 

than I have yet obtained; to give, than 1 
have yet aſked ; to increaſe, than I have yet 
5 ve And whatever increaſe. thou 

giveſt, may it draw. out mine affectioas in 
greater love to thee, and. to thy ways aud 
fo. be the means of bringing more glory to 
thee. For thy love ia Jeſus the whole fami- 

ly in heaven and earth is aſcribing honour 
and praiſe. Accept my thanks, holy . 
together with theirs, To thee be lory in 
the church by Chriſt + « Jeſus througt ou: all VP 
ages world v without e e N 
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f geen on acciſofuthy; bile alte 5 
by full in a ronſtam arpelmleure „ ea 
revonciled God; dvi ql 
u 
E Jenin ' pipe u i which! 
n Gott 16 ny Goth 
and Pathe?: - | Heisipe perfectly tecöheifed i un-" 
tome; and ray" bolc tente is af Peate with” 
Hm through” fafth 30 his' belbVed*S0h. - H& 
lovesme in him, He- Hs matiffefted it” 
plainy'” to mie, and now my heart Mee 5 
ciedet tö int as my Hoſt tender patcht. 
would reſt᷑ in my love to HH ASH. reli 7 - 


his oe Ane It" is eniftely thromgh: _— 


grace of theeterna? Spirit? that Phave been 
ehablet thus to believer the ffmifaect work 
of Jefus; and: tõ experience the Fathers love 
in hm. By which means Phive'been arif: 
fed of thelove'of tHe” 3 Tn 


coveamied to make mea heir of 06d, af: 
aJjonr her with? Chriſt: TOs *. Belief” 
 anGexperiencevf theſe truths have chaſes” 
Sed for® my "portion. Fc i is REAR” 
nige? His appeinted way-is iy" courſe; - 
and now deff le to Walk with HH at 
maintain in my conſcience. the peace of God, 
and in my heart the love of God. I do not 


e * new title to thoſe ineſtimable 
graces. 
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gere = Weng, is good und valig· under | 


iſt... J. would | not- diſparags:it· by by-ſup- > 
poſing; thatimy-cloſe-watk-with-God:waste: 


5 eb wg any atonement! fox ny {1ns;-0P-tHbe- 


thecleaſt: part of my juſtifying, righteouſneſs; 
1 have-theſealready; and-perfectly, too in · 


| Jeſus, The enjoyment of ithem is the things 
1 want. Lam ſeeking fo more of that-peate-- 
_ withy and love · to the Father, to which: I am - 

entitled in his: Son His. fulneſs, the fulneſs 
of him that filleth all in. all, is: mine free · 
grant of it has paſſed in the court: of heaven · 


has been revealed in the record of 1 : 


I by 'believing:have- accepted the giant. 
amin poſſeſſion of its privileges, and · amn _ 
_ Joying its bleflings:.. Off the- falnefs of Jefus- 


Ive this day. Ourof- it Lrhope tod be-re- 
ceiving every graee, which I-ſhall Want for- 
my; ſafe and happy; walk With hig · Father, 
and my Father. ed the · Lord. O: mytſeube 


for · W hat thou knoweſt and: haſt experienced 
of-his abundadt graee: which has enabled - 


thee thus to reſolve to *alle wit chy:recn · 
ciled- Ged.: and loving: Father. This day, 
thou art called · upom to matatain peace with: 
him in thy cConſcience, andi love to hirn in thy 


heart; pt᷑ase like his, flowing / from the ente. 
of his being perfectly reconeiled · to thee— 


love like his, the happy frait of his eee | 
able love to thee Whatever tho medteſF- 
with: in: thy.work* or WArfare ought not to- 


_ but GR. to — 928 to imprbve 
| thoſe - 


4 
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thoſe arkbes. | „Never forget; that he is th 
God the God of peace. He ſtands thy 
to thee in the deareſt and moſt indiſſoluble 
bord of love. He is thy Father in Jeſus. 
Keep the ſenſe ef this always freſh upon thy 


mind, and thy ſteps will be ordered aright. 1 


Nothing will be able to ſtop thee in the way 
to heaven, or to ſeduce thee out of it but 
cvery thing will. bring thee forward. Whilſt 

thou canſt maintain peace and love, thou 
wilt” go on proſperoufly, againſt guilt 
and ſelf righteouſneſs, © againſt the wiles 
and aſſaults of thy ſpiritaal foes, againſt the 
world which lieth in wickedneſs, and againſt 
every inward and outward trial. The Lord 


? 


being on thy ſide, all theſe ſhall work to- 


gether under him for thy good, and they 
ſhall be the ineansof making thee'walk ſafely 


in the way; and of bringing thee happily to 
the end of it. The apoſtle has given us the 
whole plan in few words—* WEWALK 
ſays he; By ATT, and not by fight.” We 
dire@vur chriftan courſe by believing, and 
not by ſeeing. Faith is to us the evidence of 
things not ſeen, and the ground of our hoping 
to enjoy them. We believe upon the au- 
thority of God's word, that they are what he 


4 deſcribes them to be: for faith, as a grace 


of- the Spirit, conſiſts in giving credit to 
what God ſays! If it be a truth propoſed to 
the underſtanding, faith relies upon the in- 
| tallible wg.” M4 it be a Promiſt, faith de- 


* 


* 8 5 . 
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pends * the arm of God to make it. 
good. And whatever he has promiſed, 


faith (when it is as it ſhould be) does not 


ſtagger at difficulties, but reſts fully per- 
ſuaded, that what God hath promiſed, he 


is able alſo tc perform. Faith looks at the 
word ſpoken, and overlooks ſeeming impoſſi- 
bilities: Tus sAITH THE LoRD—that's 


enough for faith—full ſatisfying evidence: 


for it knows, that to ſpeak and to do are 
the ſame thing with an unchangeable God. 


How many errors in judgment, and con- 


| ſequent miſtakes in practice prevail at this 


day, chiefly ariſing from confounding faith _ 


with its fruits; and from not diſtinguiſhing 
between the word of God believed, and 
what will follow upon believing it aright. 
Thus ſome make aſſurance to be of the 


eſſence of faith, others make appropriation, 
and many make it conſiſt in an impreſſion * 


upon the mind, that Chriſt loved me, and 


gave himſelf for me. Theſe are fruits: 


what faith ſhould produce, but not what it 
is. Theſe are effects of faith working, and 
not definitions of the nature of faith, A 
believer ſhould be exhorted to make his 
calling and election ſure : for it is his privi- 


lege. He ought to give all diligence to at- 


tain aſſurance, to appropriate Chriſt with all 


his bleſſings to himſelf, and to be clearly 
perſuaded: that Chriſt loved him and gave 


| himſelf for him. Theſe are bleſſed fruits of 
Vor. I. E - believing, 


im 7 


| believing. May God give his people more 


of them But then the tree muſt be before 


the fruits, and the fruits grow upon the tree. 
Faith is the firſt, and faith derives its being 
from believing the word of God, and all its 
fruits are continued acts of believing. And 


| When you hear of believing, do you not al- 
ways think of ſomething ſpoken ? You can- 


not ſeparate theſe two in your mind. Some- 


thing has been ſaid and propoſed to you, 
before your belief can' be called for. If no- 


thing has been ſaid, belief has no exerciſe. 
Faith and the word of God therefore are re. 

lated as the effect and the cauſe: 'becauſe | 
faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the 


word of God. What God hath ſpoken in 


_ word demands helief from all that hear 
When faith cometh by hearing it, 
5 we aſſent to the truth of what God 


has Maid, and we rely upon his faithfulneſs to 
make good what he has promiſed. Aſſu- 
rance is this faith grown to its full ſtature : 


but we are not born ſix feet high. Appro- 


priation is a very comfortable acting ot faith, 


when a man is perſuaded of his intereſt in 
covenant mercies: and from what he then 
feels can ſay, Chriſt loved me and gave him- 
ſelf for me; but he has not this comfort in 
times of heavineſs, he may be walking in 


darkneſs and having no light, yea in the 


hidings of the Lord's countenance, and yet 


| hath 


aven then he may brute fimply to On God 


nd ws ep „ Ma co. ... 
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hath TR which is true faith, and more 

exalted faith, than that which: draws i its evi- 
dence from its appropriating acts and its 

preſent experience. The more a man truſts 

do ſenſe, the leſs he lives by faith: for ſenſi- 
ble feelings are not faith. Impreſſions are 
not believing. I ſee the ſun. I hear a 
ſound. I feel an object: faith has no place 

in theſe inſtances. Its eſſence is believing- 
and truſting what God hath ſpoken. If his 
word be believed, and by believing the con- 
ſcience find peace, and the heart joy: Theſe 
are joy and peace ix believing. They 
come from believing. Are its effects. | 
And no more enter into the eſſence of faith, 
than comfortable feelings do into the eſſence 
of a man. He is as truly a man, when miſe- 

rable, as he is when comfortable. 

Theſe miſtakes ſhould be carefully guard- g 
ed againſt, becauſe they are chiefly pernicious ö 
to the children of God; who are kept bß 
them from growing up into aſſurance, me. | 
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| appropriation, and into the ſenſible experi- : 
ence of God's love to them in Chriſt Jeſus. 4 
They are puzzled they are miſled, by be- 4 
ing told that they have no faith, if they have | 
\ rot aſſurance, &c. They examine them- - 4 


ſelves, but cannot find any ſuch faith. This f 
diſcourages them. They are tempted to J 
think hey! have no true faith, becauſe they 5 


— — 


| have not what certain perſons. talk of. But 
if they would * pI to the word of 


God, 


3 „ 

God, and would take their ideas from it, 
they would fee how ſimple and plain a thing 
believing is, and would ſoon be ſatisfied that 


they were true believers. Which convic- 
tion would have many bleſſed effects, eſpe- 


cially theſe it would put them upon ſeek- 
ing for an increaſe of faith, and upon ex- 
pecting the proper fruits of faith. What 
nouriſhes faith, ripens them : for they can- 
not be produced fo long as perſons are 
Fs whether they have any faith at all. 
They would ſee how deſirable it is to believe 
without doubt or wavering, what honour it 
puts upon God's word, what comfort it 
brings to them. And they would be wait- 
ing in the appointed means for grace to 


maintain, for grace to improve their faith, 


that they may be going on from faith to 
faith. While this was their end and aim, 
faith in act and exerciſe, maintained and im- 
proved, would bring in daily growing evi- 
. dence of their being indeed partakers of the 
* faith of God's ele&t. Living by faith, walk- - 
ing by faith, would demonſtrate to them 
their . — life and walk, as plainly as na- 

tural life and walk can be demonſtrated by 


any outward actions. 


Here is great need, O my Gul, to read 


the ſcripture, and to pray for the Spirit of 


wiſdom. Read, pray much; leſt thou 
ſhouldſt err concerning the faith. Every 


crror will be a 2 block 1 in the * 
5 3 
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of thy holy walk, and make thee tired of it, | 


or ſeduce thee out of it. Let it be one of 
thy daily petitions, Lord, ſave me from all 


miſtakes concerning the faith of the goſpel ; 


and let the word of God, by which faith 


cometh and groweth, be thy daily ſtudy. 
This is thy preſent buſineſs. Now ſet out, 


truſting 10 what God hath ſpoken, and re- 


lying on what he hath promiſed. On this 
Principle proceed, as it is laid down by the 


' apoſtle, Col. ii. 6. As ye have therefore 


L received Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, fo walk ye 
jn him,” He is expreſling his joy at his 
beholding their. order, and the ſtedfaſt- 
neſs of their faith in Chriſt, and he 


would teach them how to maintain their 
faith throughout their chriſtian. courſe, 


How did you receive Chriſt at firſt ? Was 


it not by believing? Receiving Chriſt and 
believing in him are in Jobn i. 12. ſuppoſed 


to mean the ſame thing. And in Fehr xvii... 


20, 21. Our Lord ſays, that they who believe 
in him through the word are one with him. 


| Chriſt then is received by faith, and hy the 
ſame faith, by the belief of the ſame word 


of God, we walk in him, fo as to be rooted: 
and grounded and eſtabliſhed in the faith. 
Our walk is ix him, not any thing diſtinct 

from him; but is the effect of union with 
him. By him we live, in him We walk 


rooted in him, we grow as a branch in the 
_  vine,—built up in him, we are fixed as a 
—_— E 3 building 
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4. 3 
building on a ſure foundation, and thereby 
we become eſtabliſned and ſtrengthened in 
the faith. Every ſtep we take is by faith, 
by the ſame faith, wherewith Chriſt was re- 
ceived, He muſt be received always, as he 
-was received once. There is no change of 
object, and there muſt be no change of faith, 
but the ſame continued truſt on his word, 
and the ſame dependance on his promiſed 
ſtrength. We never ſet out to walk with a 
reconciled God till we-are one with Chriſt 
by faith, and know our union with him, 
and our walk is in conſequence of this. If 
we go on at all it is by communion with 
him. We can receive only out of his ful- 
neſs grace for grace, to make us willing and 
able to go forward. Our fellowſhip with 
him is in every part and in every moment 
- of our walk, and this is as neceſſary as our 
fellowſhip' with the air and elements of this 
_ - world is to every thing that concerns our 
natural walk. Our wiſdom to guide our 


"ſteps, our progreſs in the way, our courage 


and ſtrength, our warfare and victory, every 
grace and yay bleſſing is received by faith, 
and is the effect of our communion with 
Jehovah Jeſus. «We truſt in his word, we 
rely on his arm, we wait on his faithfulneſs, 
and fo go forward: for he makes good what 
he had promiſed to give us in our walk, 
' which confirms the peace of God, eſtabliſhes 
our hearts in the love of God, * 
PET ; es 5 | faith, 
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faith, and thereby makes our daily walk 
more comfortable to us and more glorious | 


to him: 


But if faith cent in believing and truſt- 
ing the word of God, it may be enquired, 
how ſhall we know the difference between 
true and falſe, between dead and living faith. 
It may be known from the cauſe. The 

fruit of the Spirit is faith. He produces i W 
It is his gift, beſtowed by his operation, 
Continued by his power, increaſed by his 

bleſſing, and carried on, to the end by his 

never Jeaving nor forſaking his own work. 
And he makes it known to be his. He 

gives eyes to ſee it, and hearts to acknow- 
ledge it. Therefore the. apoſtle ſays of 
them who have received the Spirit of God, 
that they Know the things which are freely 
given to them of God; by faith they both 
know the reality, and alſo taſte the ſweet- 
neſs of thoſe free giſts of free grace. 

It may be known from the effects. Ded 
faith brings forth nothing. Living faith is 
fruitful. It produces a hearty truſt in the 
truth of what God · hath ſpoken, and a quiet 
reliance on the faithfulneſs of what: God hath 
promiſed. It gives him credit for the fi- 
niſhed ſalvation of his Son, and puts honour 

upon his record coneerning it; whereby 
peace is received into the conſcience, and 
love into the heart. Upon which, there fol- 
: lows a ſettled, dependence upon this recon- 
E. 4 EE ciled 


( 2 J 


eiled Gudy and loving Father for the ſul- 
filling of every- promiſe, and this is im- 

proved by daily experience. He that truſt- 
eth in the Lord is never confounded, God 

is faithful, His pro 
ſed is the man that trüſteth in him. The 
Lord God will be a ſun and ſhield unto 

him: the Lord will give him grace and glory. 
As for the hypocrites, it is not ſo with 
them. The holy Spirit was not the author 
of their fajth. It was a fancy of their own, 
formed in their heads without any warrant 


cannot tail. Bleſ- 5 


from God. There was no life in it, and no 


living effects from it. There was the form, 
and nothing more, They made a pro- 
feſſion, but never came to any enjoy ment. 
They had no vital union, and . the oY | 
2 not have any real communion wit 
Chriſt. They could not, as the apoſtle ex- 
preſſes it, — 1x him, and therefore in the 
hour of temptation they fell away, and came 
to nothing. Take heed then, O my ſoul, 
of miſtakes. Examine carefully of what 
ſort thy faith is. Bring it to the ſtandard of 
(cripture ; and ſee what went before believ- 
—ſee. whether thou doſt now fram thy 
- heart believe what God hath ſpoken—wait 
for the effects. Doſt thou fo truſt his word, 
as to take him for thy God and thy por- 
- tion? Art thou walking with him? And art 
thou depending on him to beftow the pro- 


Fg nes: and * on thee in thy 
. walk? 
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wWualk ? If this be thine experience; thou art 


ſet out well; go on. Remember where 
every thing relating to thy walk is to be 
had. The Father's love has laid it all up 
in the Son's fulneſs, and it is the office of 
the holy Spirit to teach thee how to receive 
out of it grace for grace. He teaches by 

his word. With this in thy hand, and his 
light in thine underſtanding, read and ſtudy 
what he has promiſed thee for thy ſafe, 

happy, and holy walk. Take no ſtep with- 
out the direction of his word, and expect at 
every ſtep, that he will make good to thee 
what he has promiſed. Thou wilt very 
ſoon find the neceſſity of this dependence 
upon him: for ere thou haſt well begun 
thy walk, thou wilt be called upon to exer- 
eiſe thy faith and to put it to trial. Thou 
wilt meet with many things in thee averſe 
to this holy walk; and many more to 
diſtreſs thee in it. The body of ſin, the old 
man, the flefh, with its affections and luſts 
are ſtill in thee. It is of their nature to be 


 Tufting, and to be always putting forth ſome 


of their filthy motions, in order to draw thee: 
to walk after the fleſh, and not after the 
Spirit. The tempter helps them all he 
can. He knows how to improve them to 
his own intereſt : and if from what is paſſing 
within thee, there be a ſight and ſenſe 7 
fin, then if he can get thee to look at it in 
his view, he will act upon thy legal and 
2255 „„ TR 


1 


4 


Pn tempers, and will inject ſuch 
vile inſinuations as theſe: againſt the Lord 
and againſt his Chriſ 5 7 

Hou is it that I am yet the ſubject of ſin? 
It is ſtill, in me. It cteaves to me, as the 
fleſh to my bones, and it mixes ſo with my 
duties, that I cannot perform them without 
it. 1 ſometimes fear I am nothing but ſin. 
When I attempt to walk with God, ere I ſet 
out ſomething. evil ariſes within me, and 
ſtops me, Some proud unbelieving thought, 
_ ſome ſenſual affection, ſome worldly diſpoſi- 
tion, ſome corruption or other is ever at 
hand to hinder my courſe. What then muſt 
I think of mylelf? I: ſcarce. know what. 
Things I ſee, Þ not grow better. I have 
been long hoping for it ; but J find there ſtill 
dwelleth no good thing in me: ſo that I am 
almoſt ready to queſtion the truth of my 

race, and it is with great difficulty I can 

Fopip any peace in my conſcience. 

When the believer is attacked in this 
manner, (and. who 1s not at ſome time or 
other) how is he to defend himſelf? Will his 
ſkilſulneſs in the word of righteouſneſs, and 
his faith in the word of reconciliation Keep 
him- ſafe in the hour of temptation ?. Yes. 
By the grace of the holy Spirit the leſſons 
before learnt will be enforced, and brought 
into uſe. This is the time to maintain faith 
in the atonement, and in the righteouſneſs 


of the God- man. Now it is to be tried * 
118 ö the 
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the! How: and it is put to the trial, that it 
may come out of it, like gold, proved to be 
ſterling metal, and refined from i its dtoſs 
better in every reſpeft for having gie 
through the fire. The trial of faith is far 4 
more precious than that of gold which pe- 
riſheth. It is therefore put into the furnace, 

. that the believer may know the truth of it, 
and may experience the Bleſſings of it. Faith 
conflicting with unbelief is a good fight— 
ſometimes ſharp; | but always profitable. 
The fleſh may be weak and 1 to . 
faith may be hard put to it, but victory is 
certain. During the battle the warrior is 
inyincible in the whole armour of God. He 
takes to him the ſhield of faith, and holds it 
up againſt the fiery darts of ſatan. He draws - 
out the ſword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God, and with it he defeats ſatan. 
He conſults or remembers a ſcripture ſuit- 
able ts his preſent caſe, and this being ſet” 
home bythe holy Spirit puts an end to the 
engagement, and: reſtores and ſettles* ſweet 
peace in the conſcience. How often has he 
applied the following paſſage, which the 
10rd ſpeaks concerning His true Iſraelites, 
Jer. xxxii. 38, 39, 40, 47. © TheysnALLU 
* be my people, and T witt be 8. God, 
and ] will give them one heart, and one 
1 * way, that they may fear me ron ever, for 
the good of them, and of their children | 
46 „after them, and 1 will make an berg 
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0 covenant. for, them, that I will not turn 5 
60 away from them to do them good; but 1 
<6 willy put; my fear into their hearts that they 
6 ſhall not depart frgm me; yea, I will re- 
© joice over them to do them good.“. 
What ſtrong conſolation is there in ths 
ſcripture ?' Every ſentence has an argument 
in it, tending toeſtabliſh- peace with God, 
and to maintain it in the midſt of war. How 


5 quieting and ſatisfying to the troubled con- 


ſcignge is his covenant purpoſe ? They 
HALL be my people, and I wilt be their | 

© God.” They ſhall, becauſe Iwill. My 

will ſhall make — willing. And in the 
day of my power, when my purpoſe takes 
place, I will give them one heart, turned to 
myſelf, and one way, to walk with me by 
faith, as obedient children with their loving 
Father. This I will do for them that they 
may fear me FOR EVER, that the fear of of- 
tending me may rule always and by all 


means in their hearts. 
O what promiſes are theſe ! What can 


weak faith require farther to ſilence its 
doubts? How great is the goodneſs of Gd 
to his children, who knowing their frame, 


and whereof they are made, for the goodof 


them, and of their children after them, has 
laid ſuch a foundation for their faith, that 
they may build on it and not be afraid, yea 
ſtanding on it they may gut the good fight 
of faith, aſſured of victory. by 1 1 
WI 


1 80 2 
I Vill make, ſays their God, an 9 
covenant for them, a covenant ordered in al 


things, and ſure, by the counſel and oath of 


the bleſſed Triſity, the two immutable 
things, in which it is impoſſible God ſhould 
lie: the mountains ſhall depart and the hills 
ſhall be removed, but my Kindneſs ſhall not 
depart from them, je a ſhall the cove- 


nant of my peace be removed, faith the 
Lord, that hath mercy on them. My cove- 


nant was made for them, and ſhall be made 
good to them. As I live, faith the Lord, I 


will not turn away from them to do them 


1 will never change my . purpoſe, 
nor altes the word that is gone out of my 
mouth. I mean nothing but good to them. 
My heart is fixed upon i. 
leave the event to — They ſhall not 
have the management of my purpoſes, nor 
have any power to defeat them. My will 


to do them good ſhall not depend on F. 


will, or on their faithfulneſs, or on any thing 


in themſelves. I have taken all their con- 
cerns into mine own hands, and I will con- 


duct them all to the praiſe of the glory of 
mine own grace. I will put my fear into 
their hearts, that they. ſhall not depart from 
me— they SHALL not depart from me. 
They are not the cauſe of their not depart- 
ing, but I am. have taken it upon myſellf. 
Iwill give them grace to walk cloſe with 
we, and to leur me always. . have cove- 
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And I will not 
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 nanted for all, the means as well as the end, 


and Iwill keep them by my almighty power, 
till they receive the end of their faith, even 
the ſalvation. of their ſouls ** Yea, Iwill 
, rejoice over them to do them good 12 
This confirms all the reſt. His Purpoſe of 
| doing them good, his executing it, his con- 
tinuing it, his increafing it through time and 
through eternity, is a matter of rejoicing to 


the Lord God. He delights im it. It always 


Was, and always will be the joy of his heart, 


his crown and glory. He will not, he can- 
not be deprived of his joy. Conſider this, 
thou poor diſtreſt foul, who art in heavineſs 
through manifold temptations, and ready to 


faintthroug h the weakneſs of thy faith. Take 


courage. FT dy ſalvation is ſafe. Thy Father, 
who is in heaven rejoices in it: he will ſave: 
he u ill rejoiee over thee with joy, he will reſt 
in his love; he will joy over thee with ſinging. 
And his joy too ſhall be thine. As fare as God 
is in Zion, thou ſhalt return and come to 
Zion with ſongs, and everlaſting joy upon thy 
| head, thou ſhalt obtain joy and gladneſs, and 
ſorrow and ſighing ſhall fly away for ever. 
O what a diſcovery is here of the ever 
loving heart of our heavenly Father! What 


more could he promiſe in order io put an 


end to all ftrife in the conſciences of his a- 
flicted children! He has engaged in a cove- 


nant of peace to do good, nothing but good 


do hem. He has undertaken the whole 1 4 


— 


17 1 


the covenant—what was to be done i in them, 
as Well as for them to work out, to apply, 
and to ſecure their ſalvation. It is his un- 
changeable purpoſe, not to depart from 
| them, and not to ſuffer them to depart from 
him, but he will rejoice in doing them 
good, and that. for ever. This ſcripture, 


when underſtood and applied by the holy 


Spirit is received as full evidence of the un- 
changeable love of God to his children, and 
then it quiets their troubled minds. They 


can believe God to be their God ſtill in an 


unchangeable covenant, and they become 
fatisfied that he has made. them, and will 
keep them his people for ever. When they 


can thus mix faith with the promife, it then 
becomes the means of their refting on the 


faithful arm of God. in the hour of tempta- 


tion, and of their finding him ſtill a God of 


peace: whereby peace is eſtabliſhed in their 
conſciences, and multiplied in their hearts. 


They learn to put more truſt in him, as their 


perfectly reconciled Father, and to approach 


him with more holy filial confidence. The 


trial of their faith; ſharp as it was, yet has 
donet hem great good. It has proved their 
an and has confirmed it. They nov 


now well that it is the peace of God; and 


they have been taught how to maintain it. 


War makes good foldiers. The trials of 


their grace are for. the improvement of 


grace, Their peace has been therefore 
ſhaken, 
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ſhaken, like a new planted tree, that it may | 
rake deeper and faſter root, Being thus 
ſtrengthened in the faith, and 14.05 the 
peace of God ruling in their hearts, they. 
can meditate upon this ſcripture, and turn it 
into a ſubject of prayer and praiſe— 
O gracious God and Father, pardon my 
thoughts. of thy love to me in Jeſus, I was 
tempted, and ready to give way to unbelief: 
but the gracious proviſion made in thy 
word was the means of keeping me in the 
hour of temptation. O my God, make the 
word, in which thou haſt cauſed me to put 
my truſt, more precious to my ſoul. Open 
till more to me the fulneſs of it, and put 
me into happier poſſeſſion of its promiſed 
| bleſſings. E praiſe thee, I worſhip. thee for 
revealing this promiſe by thy Spirit, and for 
applying it by his grace with comfort to my 
heart. I now ſet to my ſeal, that. it is true. 
It is a faithful ſaying and worthy of all ac- 
ceptation. Glory be to thee that I accept 
it, and enjoy the good promiſed in it. O 
Father of mercies, what am I that! ſhould 
be made one of thy people, and ſhould have 
thee for my God ? This love paſſeth know- 
ledge. O help me to underſtand: more, give 
me to find more of thy covenant love. Make 
my heart one- with thee. Lead me in thy 
one- way, that I may fear thee for ever. 
And when temptations come, ſuch as I have 
beart in, Srant they may n. me _— to. 
_ ee, 


„ 
thee, and may be the means of my making 
much uſe of what thou haſt provided for me 
in thy Son's fulneſs. O let thy good Spirit 
abide with me to eſtabliſh my faith in thine 


_ everlaſting covenant, that I may believe thou 


wilt never turn from me to do me good. 


Merciful God, grant me this grace in every 


hour of need Thou haſt given me thy 
Vord for it, and therein thou haſt enabled 
me to put my truſt. On thy faithful pro- 

miſe I depend, and on nothing in myſelf. 


Thou haſt ſhewed me ſomething of my heart, 


and l feel it is revolting and ready always to 
rebel againſt God; but thou haſt under- 
taken to put thy fear into it, that it ſhall not 
depart from thee: therefore into thy faith- 
ful hands I commit it. Keep me, my God, by 


thy mighty power through faith unto ſalva- | 


tion. Amen, Amen, 

Happy trials ! which have ſo good an iſſue, 
and bring forth ſuch peaceable fruits. My 
brethren, account it all joy, when ye fall in- 


to divers temptations, if they lead to the 


exerciſe of grace, and occaſion fervent effec- 


tual prayer. The believer, thus tried, learns 
by practice the neceſſity of being at peace 
with God, and of maintaining it in order to 


walk with God. He is put upon ſtudying the 
nature of this peace. He reads and medi- 
tates upon the revealed account of it. He ſees 
it is a perfect unchangeable peace, ſecured 


to him by the everlaſting covenant of the 


bleſſed 
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bleſſed Trinity, who have.engaged to ſave 
him from all his fins and miſeries, and never 
to turn away from doing him good. To 
this he truſts. He commits himſelf to the 
care of this covenant God; and he finds the 
Promiſe true. In temptation he believes, 
and is delivered. In his warfare out of 
weakneſs he is made ſtrong. He fights the 
good fight of faith, and he conquers all his 
enemies. He learns from trials to truſt with 
more confidence. He not only maintains, 
but alſo-improves peace with God. He de- 
pends on what God his promiſed to them, 
Who walk with him, and the promiſe is 
made good, and he learns to go on more 
comfortably, and daily walks cloſer with his. 
heavenly Father. 
The enemy looks on him with malice. 


5 He envies his ſtate. He once knew the 


heaven of communion with God, but he was 
lifted up with pride, and fell. It ſtirs up 
every infernal temper in him to ſee the 
happy believer, who had fallen like him, 
reſtored to what he can never expect. 
Hence either as a fly ſerpent, or as a roaring 
lion, he never ceaſes to tempt. As foon as 
one wile fails, he has another ready. He 
is night and day plotting and ſcheming, 

waiting for an opportunity to make a ſea- 


ſonable attack, While conſcience is at 


peace with God, and lives under the pro- 
tection of the blood of — be tempts 
| in 


E . 


— 


in vain. But he does not deſpair of ſuo- 


ceſs. He knows he has an ally withid us in 
faſt league with ſin, and therefore he 
ſtill hopes to draw him into. fin by ſurprize 
or aſſault. In which he is indefatigable: 


He is never tired. He is always tempting 


the believer, not ſo much to groſs offences, 
as to L wickedneſs. Sly injections, le- 
gal inſinuakions, and ſelf-righteous thoughts, 


are his moſt; common temptations. With 
theſe he tries to ſhake the peace of conſci- 
ence, and he forms his attack generally in 


this manner. 


How can you be a child of God, and yet 


be, as you are? There is nothing in you, 


for which God: ſhould look upon you, and 
_love you. What have you? What ceaſing 


: ” from wh what learning to do well, to re- 


comme 


you ke Chriſt? How are your duties? Juſt 
as they ſhould be? You know they are not, 


and how can God be pleaſed with them, 
when you are not pleaſed with them your- 


ſelf? How is your walk? Is it ſuch as be- 
cometh: your high calling cloſe with God, 
and at à vaſt diſtance, from ſin, and the 
AB. EN __ world? 


LEI WES. Coma TE wn 
SR — . 2 


| you to him? How can God love 
unleſs. it be agreeable to his will, 
and what can he delight in unleſs it be con- 
formable to his image ? Bat do you live up 
to his will, and is his image perfectly re- 
newed in you? Have you grace, and do you 
live up to it? Are you a chriſtian, and are 


— wer 
os; W — te} . * 5 TEIN . has n 28 . 2 
Ho — a.” — <4 < . - ad, _y — 2 — * . I ces 5 ay > > ren, 
g N - . — 4 * 1 - qo. = £0 " 2D by bs i 
r 22. ATT 
K * 2 rr [50 SOT n « * E er 22 . NS A 


_ —IESSS 
N 


* 
— 


1 


8 EG, — 


e 
world? How is your warfare? Is the whole 
armour of God kept buckled on? And are 
you always in the ſtrength of the Lord a 
conqueror? Examine, and try yourſelf. 
Bring forth that one good thing, for which 

God ſhould love you, and beſtow his bleſſing 
upon you. You have no ſuch thing. You have 
nothing to merit, yea, nothing to recom- 
mend you to the divine favour : and there- 
fore is it not greatpreſumption to fancy, that 
- God will love ſuch a one as you, whole juſt 
deſert ĩs wrath and everlaſting deſtruction ? 
Theſe are ſome of the depths of ſatan. 
He knows how ſtrongly we are by nature 
attached to the covenant of works, and that 
if he can get the believer to look off from 
Jefus, expecting to ſee ſomething in himſelf, 


for which God ſhould love him, he ſhall then 


weaken his faith and ſhake his peace. In 
this ſnare he has catched many a child of 
God. The temptation is ſuitable to the 
workings of our legal minds: it flatters our 
ſelf-righteous hopes: and is vaſtly pleaſing 
to the pride of our carnal hearts. No won 
der then, ſo long as there is fleſh in us as 
well as ſpirit, this artful ſuggeſtion ſhould be 
ſometimes received in this manner—Have I 
any thing for which God ſhould eſteem me 
and bleſs me! I wiſh I could diſcover ſpme 
amiable temper, or ſome praiſe-warthy deed, 
which might recommend me to the particu- 
lar regard of God. Indeed at preſent I have 


„ 


not any ſuch. But I hope to attain it ſome 
time or other, If I do but uſe more dili- 
| gence, and watchfulneſs, and wait more con- 
ftantly in the means of grace, perhaps I may 
attain it foon. However there can be no 
harm in trying. I will exert myſelf. . And 


hope the day will come, when l ſhall be 


ſome way deſerving of the divine favour. 
Here the temptation has taken place. As 
the ſerpent beguiled Eve through bis ſubtil- 
ty, ſo is this man's mind corrupted from the - 
ſimplicity that is in Chriſt. The ſubtle 
ſerpent has attacked the liberty of the child 
of God, and darkened his underſtanding, 
and obſcured his view of goſpel grace. His 
eye is not now ſingle : His heart is not now 
ſimple, in the finiſhed ſalvation. He has 
been deceived.into a legal dependance, and 
is giving way to a ſpirit of bondage. If he 
was left to himſelf, the enemy would lead 
him captive at® his will. Satan deſires 10 
have him, that he may fift him as wheat, 
but he is not ſuffered to blow any thing 
away, except a little chaff: for the holy. 
Spirit, in whoſe keeping he is, diſcovers and 
- defeats the attempts of ſatan. He brings to 
his mind, and enables him to make. uſe of 
what he before knew of the doctrines of 
grace. The preſent trial requices the prac- 
tice, and affords occaſion for the improve- 
ment of his former leſſons, He had learnt 


from ſcripture, texting very different from 
| the 


„ 

the ſuggeſtions, to which he was ready. to 
. yield. He was therein taught, that: the Fa- 
ther's love to his children does not ſuppoſe 
merit in them. Grace does not follow works: 
for then grace would be no more grace. 
Election is not of him that willeth, or of 
him that runneth, but of God who ſheweth 
mercy. For we are ſaved freely by grace 
through faith, and that not of ourſelves ; it 


is the gift of God. The election of grace is 


from mere love and ſovereign favour, and 
has no motives to influence it but the good 
pleaſure of the divine will. The objects of 
it are not the worthy, but the unworthy— 
not innocent, but fallen man —ſinners, as 
ſuch, no way conditioned or qualified the 
loſt, the helpleſs, the ungodly—yea the chief 
of finners pen enemies and rebels againſt 
God. They are not ſaved by works of righte- 
ouſneſs, which they have done, or can do, 
| Teſt any of them ſhould boaft : For boaſting 
is abſolutely excluded. Salvation. was fo 
_ contrived, was fo wrought out, and is to ap- 
plied, that he who. glorieth ſhall have no- 
thing left him to glory in, but the Lord. 
No fleſh can glory in his preſence : for of 
him, and through him, and to him are all 
things, to whom be glory for ever. Amen, 
So ſoon as the Spirit of God opens this 
view of the exceeding riches of divine grace, 
the believer ſees his miſtake: He finds that 
he was departing from the fimplicity of the 
1 - 
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goſpel, by ſuppoſing that the love of God 


followed merit, and that he ſhould be loved 


more according as his walk recommended 
him. His eyes are opened. The deluſion. 


vaniſhes. The perfect freeneſs, and the ab- 
ſolute ſovereignty of the Father's love as re- 
vealed in ſoripture, is manifeſted to him. 
- He reads, and mixes faith with what he 
reads, and ſo recovers himſelf out of the ſnare 
of the devil. Some ſuch paſſage as this is 
made the means of his deliverance, P/. ciii. 
17. *©* The mercy of the Lord is from ever- 


© laſting to everlaſting upon them that fear 


* him,” Precious words! full of rich con- 


ſolation to thoſe, who have been tempted to 


ſeek ſome qualification in themſelves, on ac- 
count of which they might be entitled to the 
love of God, and who have been diſtreſt up- 

on their not finding it. The holy Spirit 


teaches ſuch perſons 10 3 lookout. of them- - 


ſelves, to an object exactly ſuitable to \ their 
caſe. He directs them to the divine "rherey 


—a never failing ſpring of comfort—to that 


mercy which reacheth from eternity to eter- 
nity and which confers its richeſt favours, 
not for the worthineſs of the receiver, but 
to the praiſe of the grace of the giver. Here 


he would have them fix their eyes, and ex- 


2 relief to their hearts. Out of the ful- 
neſs of mercy they may always receive 
grace for grace; for the mercy. of tlie Lord 
9 n everlaſting to everlaſting upon them 


5 
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that ſear him. Every word is weighty. 
Meditate upon it, O my ſoul, and may the 
conſideration of each lead thee to exalt that 


mercy of God, which is over all his works. 


Jz hovA is the word here rendered Lord. 


It is the incommunicable name, expreſſive 


of the incommunicable nature of the God- 
head. It ſignifies the peculiar manner of 


the divine exiſtence, which is in, and of itſelf, 


underived, and independant. O how happy 
is it for thee, that there is mercy in the 
ſelf-exiſtent Godhead, and that every per- 
fection in it will be for ever exalted, even 
juſtice itſelf, for the exerciſe of mercy. May 


the holy Spirit teach thee more of its nature, 


and make thee daily more acquainted in 


thine experience with its free grace and free 


gifts. 5 8 FRY 

, Mercy is that perfection in Jehovah, 
which diſpoſes him to ſave miſerable ſinners : 
not a blind mercy, ſuch as infidels dream of 
but conſiſtent with the honour of his law, 
and exerciſed to theglory of its holy preceipts 


and of its juſt ſanctions : therefore mercy - 


and truth are ſo often mentioned together 


in ſcripture. God will not ſhew any mercy 
to ſinners, but ſuch as tends to eſtabliſh his 
truth. Not one of his words can be broken, 


nor can one tittle of them ever fail. He will 


be juſtified in all his ſayings, and clear when 
he is judged. He will be true and juſt, 


- whenever he is merciful : his mercies being 
Ts . Bs | all 


-- 


{ ” ] 


all corenant-mercies, and all en it in and 


-throvg n Chriſt Jeſus.” All meh a are by natüre 


children of wrath, and obly they, who are 


choſen and called in Chriſt, eſus, are ſaved | 


from wrath: Theſe afe veſſels of mercy, His 
mercy is to'them the love of; a tender parent 
to his miſerable children.” He pities them, 


5 1211 


and determines to ſave them from their fins, 


4 


in due time he quickens them, gives t them 
eyes to, ſee, and hearts to believe, his love 


to them in eſus, as the apoſtle witneſſes— 


God who is rich in mercy, | for his great 


6 love” wherewith he loved us, even when 


„we were dead in fins, hath quickened us 


« together with Chriſt. MES 97 1275 


Bur for What reaſon, and upon What ac- 
count is he merciful to them ? His mercy 
has no motiye, but his own will. The objects 


of his mercy are corrupt fallen creatures, de- 


ſerying his wrath, even as others; and there; | 


fort he does not deal” with, them upon the 
footing of deſert. If he ſhewed' them mercy 


for. any foreſeen. works of theirs, becauſe he 
knew whey would repent and believe the 

Walk worthy of it, metcy would 
en be turned” into Julkice, and would loſe 


900 pel, all 


both its name and its nature. Whereas he 
faith unto Moſes, $a Will have mercy. on. whor 
I will have "mercy, an I will” have compal- 


fron on Whom I will have compaſſion,” B if Wy 
from mine own freedom and ſovereignty, 
mercy on a ſinners. The 


that. þ have merc 
Vr. 1. F ON cauſe 
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cauſe is in myſelf, and not in them. 1 have 
compaſſion on whom I will. It is from mine 
ov mere love, that I have determined to be 
gracious to them; and my love has deter- 
mined to fave. them, and the way alſo in 
which | will ſave them. I have appointed 
the end, and the means at the ſame time. 
Of mine own motion and good will J have 
reſolved to give my. Son for them, and my 
Spirit to them, that they may repent and 
believe the goſpel, and walk worthy of it, 
and ſo I may bring them through my tender 
mercies to eternal ſalvation. If this was 
not the caſe, how could the deſcription be 
true, that mercy is TO EVERLASTING ro 
EVERLASTING. The mercy of God knows 
no variableneſs, nor ſhadow of turning. It 
is always the ſame. His fatherly heart ever 
entertained thoughts of mercy towards them : 
for when he ſhews them mercy, it is faid to 
be according to the eternal purpoſe, which 
he had purpoſed in Chriſt Jelus—not for 
_ their merits, but for his mercies ſake—not 
tor what they have any claim to, but for his 
own name fake. . He gives all from mercy, 
and he would have all the glory returned to 
the mercy of the giver. What he gives, 
that he continues, and according to cove- 
nant eng igements. Covenant mercies are 
ſure mercies. I will make an everlaſting 
* covenant Fir you, ſays he, even the ſure 


” mercies of the beloved”. They have al- 
- ready 5 


„ 


ready been made fare to him. He: is now in 


full poſſeſſion of every promiſed mercy. And 


he has received them, not as a private per- 
ſon, but as the head of the body, the church. 


He keeps them for the uſe of his church- 


members. And as ſure as the crown is up- 


on his head, ſo ſurely will it be upon every 


one of their heads: for they are in the ſame 


covenant with him, whoſe ſure mercies reach 


fron: eternity-to eternity. O what a view 


ere open to the eye of faith! Mercy al- 


Mg purpoſing, and in. due time beſtowing 
its free bleſſings upon ſinners—mercy with- 
out beginning, and without ending. The 


holy Spirit often calls upon us to behold it 


in this light: for he has not celebrated any 
of its divine properties, ſo much as this. It 
is frequently the noble ſubject of thank(giv- 
ing in the pſalmiſt's hymns. He has dedica- 


ted the cxxxvi. entirely to the praiſe of mer- 


cy, and going through the works of nature, 
providence, and grace, aſcribes them one by 


one to that mercy, which endureth ſor ever. 
O happy, thrice happy objects of it! What 
was in the heart of the Father of mercies to- 


wards you from. everlaſting will be ſo to 


everlaſting. His ſure mercies are yours. 
His compaſſions towards you fail not. What 


7 


ever you want for your ſucceſsful walk, he has 


promiſed to give you. Be not diſcouraged R 


then. He will ſupply all your wants, not 


for your TO, but for his/mercies ſake. Are 


F 2 8 YOU 


IL 100 Þ 
you ſenſtble· of. your unwe rtlüneſsö Thar 
woll. Mercy is for ſich. It car have no 
glory, But ffom ſucli- as you. Truſte it, and 
be aſſured you, will find, that irendurerh for: 
ever and ever. | 
If a doubt Wwör P eriſe du ent er 
ist true, mercy in God canndt faff; but the 
exereiſe of it towards me may fail: T may ſo 
walk as to deprive myfelf of all claim and 
title to it. The-pſalmiſt has given a direct 
_ anfwer- to this ill grounded ſtiſpicion. He 
ſays, the mercy of the Lordi is Kenner laſt· 
ing to everlaſting; 

"Uron- THEM THAT PEAR! HIM: 2 THis 
is their character: they fear their God. 
Once there was no fear of God before their 
ecyes; but now they know him to be their 

Father. The. Spire of adoption has given 

them joy and peace in believing it. Hence 

a holy filial ſear rules im thieir hearts, and in- 
fluences their walk. While it operates thus = 
and as obedient children, they fear to of- 
lend: their loving Father; and deſire- to pleaſe 
him in all: things; how can his mercy tox ards 
thear fai * 4 | 
Bout may they not dente to fear im, and 
| then he will ceaſe to be merciful to thenr? 
No, bleſſed be- God. He has made ample 
proviſion in this caſe- *T'wilf put my fear, 
hn lays he, into their hearts, and they 'SHALL 
N depart from me“ This fear is one 
| of the fruits of the —_— which: he produces 


in 


| E + | {4 
in all the.children of God, And they have it j 
from him as a covenant bleſſing, * 'which is 1 
Full ſecurity for its continuance. It is one of 1 
the races provided for them in Jeſus by the | 
Father's immutable loye. J will give them, | 
i 
b 


Bod * ſays he, one heart and one way, that they 
may fear me ron EVER“ The holy Spirit 
5 the g ardianof this never failing r 
is his office to put it, and then to keep i it in : 
ee He has the whole charge of it, 4 
and therefore. he has promiſed, to abide with 
them lor, ever, that they may fear the Lord 

| Ae Wy eee I 4 A 
o Ex ted is lis ori ture to the 
aſeof the 9 — — chrittian! What a full 
proviſion i 18 there made in it Py his ſafety 
ang, peace Hod has, merey for him and plen- 
teous medemption—tmercy Teaching. from 
GTG to everlaſting—always kind to 
the miſerahle. Mercy and miſery areire- 
ted as fin and falvation. There is not any 
UNBB, which a linger caa want, but mercy 
395 4 PE Y for him—a promiſed, a cove- 
nant, a mewer failing 050 It is a Father's 
wercy. Which will neyer cave his children, 
and the ſame mercy will not ſuffer. them 
_ leave him. His mind is fixed upon ſhew- 
ing them mercy for ever and ever: and 
therefore be gives them his Spirit to abide 
witly them and to dwell in them, He abides 
with them, and tliey live: he dwells in them, 


* they walk in the fear of God. And by 
Kb; V the 


Les 3 
the ſupply of the Spirit they go on, till they 
Bniſh their courſe with joy); 
By meditating upon this ſcripture the 
| believer is ſet at liberty. Though his faith 
ſtaggered a little, yet the trial of it has done 
him good. He has learned an uſeful leſſon, 
and gained much experience by it. His 
reflections upon what has paſſed in his mind 
Jͥͥͤ 77 LD RT 00G 
O how fooliſh was I to forget the atone- 
ment and righteouſneſs of my deareſt Imma- 
. nuel, in whom alone I have pardon and ac- 
ceptance !. How baſe was I, and ee * 
was tempted to expect that in myſelf, which 
I can have only in him. Vile legal creature 
that I am, I abhor myſelf for being fo ill to 
my beſt friend. What good can I have, 
but what J firſt receive from him? 1 agree 
with the apoſtle, that in me, that is, in my 
fleſh, dwelleth no good thing. Iam a very 
ſink of fin, and of all uncleanneſs. I deſerve 
mercy no more than the devil does. And 
yet I was looking out for ſome good quality 
10 myſelf, on account of which God might 
be merciful to me, Whereas l am now ſa- 
tisfied he has no mercy, but in Jeſus. All 
his mercies are covenant mercies; given 
from mere grace, and given ta miſerable 
ſinners— not to make them ſelf-admirers, 
but to humble them not to lead them to 
think that they can bring God in debt to 
them for his own gifts, or for the right go 
| = e e Fog tn» 
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*. 


» 


%. _ 


„ oe 
of them, which is a freſh gift but he giy 
all to the praiſe of the glory of his * 


He delighteth in mercy; and my caſe re. 
quired mercy. It was ſuch as his mercy. 


could get all the honour of relieving. There- 


fore 1 ought in the hour of temptation to 


have truſted in his mercy, to have hoped in 


his mercy in time of trouble, and to have 


loved him for his mercy in time of milery. 
Here ſhould my faith have directed its eye, 


and not to any good which I have done, or 


can do. I ſhould have remembered, how it 
was with the election of grace, and with the 
veſſels of mercy. God has one way of deal- 
ing with them all. Not by works of righ- 
teouſneſs which they have done, but accord- 


ing to his mercy. he ſaveth them, freely, 
fully, eternally. All is from his own good 


will, from firſt to laſt. Every motive, 
which inclines him to do good to any ſinner, 
is not excited by what the ſinner does or is, 

but ariſes from himſelf. And when he be- 


ſtows any good, it never is deſerved, but is 


entirely an ad of ſovereign grace, flowin 

from the Father's love, out ohe Son's ful- 
nels, by the influence of the holy Spirit; 
and is given and continued to magnify and 
_ exalt the mercy of the eternal Three. O 


how did 1 diſhonour the divine perfections. 
by giving way to legal hopes, and by ſup- 
poſing that the divine will would be govern- 


ed by my more or leſs deſervings? Where 
*  Mhould 


blood o 


. 18 + 
ſhould I be, if! | had 1 my deſerving ? God, dr 
give me. I fee: rhine' error, I am jumpled for 
it, and I repent With ſhame and ſorroW. 
hope my paſt miſconduct will prove a ble 
ſing to me: For it has certainly. taught me 
to truſt leſs to myſelf, and more to the word 
bf God; to depend! leſs upon my own going 8, 
and more upon free grace promiſes. was 1B 
the word, Which cannot be broken, I would 
truſt in time of need! W hoeyer truſts in it 
ſhall never be confounded.” This 1 Kn] 
to be true dy happy experience. I Will 
therefore read, and hear, and ſtudy, it night 
and day. By means of it the Tara. wrought 
a great  Ecliverance for me. "My, feet were 
almoſt gone, my treadings had' well nigh 
Nipt but he ſetit out his word and ſaved rhe. 
I read and believed, that the TORT. Fas not 
reconciled to me Yor the N of my Z 
walk, but gierten was pl lanned i 
the great covenant belgre 2 lie and 
was carried into execution "by the life and 
death of Immanuel; z it Was his peculiar, me 
glorious, his incommunicable. work ; at Was 
his ſole prerogative to make Peace by "the 
Fl his croſs. 0 that T7” may be eDa- 
bled to muintain it the next time my. aith 
is tried, and to put honour And gory vp upon 
the divine record concernin 1 1 80 | 
believed, that the Father « 05 not ove me 
upon account of my walk, but for his mer- 


cies ſake, His mercy was towards me from 
e everlaſting. 


[ 105 J 
' everlaſting. He loved me in his Son — 
choſe me accepted me in the beloved—and 
all his dealings with me, ſince he called me 
by bis grace, have come from the tender 
 Mercies of a covenant God and Father. 1 
would not henceforth have one doubt of his 
being recopciled to me, and of his loving me 


75 5 945 ſeſus. My faith herein has 


een confirmed. by my late trials. I have 


learned by 1c) ny 44 rely upon what Go 


has ſpoken, for preferving his peace in my 


confeſence, and his love in my heart. Des 
es on his fairthfuj word, and mighty 

arm, I would walk with him this day for 
the ſtrengthening ant erealing of thoſe- 
graces.” This is the deſire and prayer of my. 


0 Father of mercies, hear me for Jefu'g 
_ fake. . I. acknowledge my ſinfulneſs and un- 
warthineſs, even im my cloſeſt walk with 


the. 1 am leſs than the leaſt of thy mer- 
celes: yea, deſerving the heavieſt of thy ven! 
geance. It is of the Lord's merey, that it 
"Fax n6t fallen upon me long ago, and F truſt 
im his word, that it wilt never fall Upon me. 
Wh is a God like unto thee; that pardonetii 


* f 4 


_ Hfqulity, and paſſeth by the ttanſgreſnon of the 


tethnant of thine heritage? Fhou retaineſt not 


* 


hine anger ce them for ever: becauſe 
{tm mercy, Glory be to thee 


thou etightelf in mercy, 
for thine, unſpeakable mercies; for tliou haft 
given me faith in 
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the atonement of Feſus, by. 


„ | 
whom [I have peace with thee my reconciled 
God, and by whom J have experienced thy 
great love to me. On thee, O my God, is 
ſtill my hope. I look up to thee the giver 
of thoſe graces for ſtrength to maintain 
them in my daily walk. I do believe in the 
. facrifice and righteouſneſs \'of Immanuel, 
Lord help mine unbelief. I find it hard to 
preſerve in my practice, what I believe to 
be true in doctrine: And therefore on thy 
preſent help I muſt continually depend. 
Lord ſtrengthen me mightily by thy Spirit 
in the inner man againſt temptations. Iam 
daily and hourly galled upon to exerciſe my 
faith, and when thy grace does not hold me 
up, I fall. The fiery darts of fatan eaſily 
inflame me, when they are thrown at my 
legal hopes, falſe dependencies, or elk. | 
righteous tempers. My ſhield which ſhould 
quench them, is ready to drop out of mine 
hand. I ſhould fall a prey to the enemy, 
and the fire would conſume me, if thy mer- 
Cy was not over me for good. O my God. 
and Father, ſtrengthen my faith againſt the 
wiles and aſſaults of ſatan, and againſt the 
workings of mine own unbelief. When 
_ theſe trials come; keep me ſenſible of my 
weakneſs, and dependent on thy promiſed 
ſtrength, that I may meet them ſtrong in 
the Lord, and in the power of thy might. 
O let every trial teach me more of thy peace 
in my conſcience, and more of thy love in 


Lv] 


my heart, that 1 may keep on in a ſteady 


courſe, walking humbly with my God. 


This is the work of thy good Spirit, I can- 
not preſerve, nor improve his graces, unleſs 
he be every moment preſent with me. He 
is the giver, the continuer, the increaſer of 
them all. O God. the holy Ghoſt, I there- 
fere beſeech thee to water thy graces every 
moment. Leſt any hurt them, keep them: 


night and day. Never leave me, nor for- 


ſake me, but what thou haſt graciouſly be- 


gun, that mightily carry on, in my foul. 
Temptarions are ſtrong, and I am” weak; 


ſtand by me in the hour of need: And it 

mo faith be tried with fiery temptations, 

let it come out of them, like gold out of the 
fire. O thou. almighty Spirit, confirm by 


rials, improve by experience, my truſt in 


thy promiſed. help. Let me go on from 
faith to faith. Keep up the confidence of 
my rejoicing in my reconcited God and lov- | 


ing Father, that 1 may walk humbly with 
him in ſweet communion, and holy fellow- 
ſhip.in the way everlaſting. Grant me: 
_ theſe mercies, gracious Father, for thy dear 


| Son's ſake, by the influence of the cternak 
Spirit, three perſons in one Jehovah, to whom 


be e praiſe for ever rand. ever. Amen. 
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ward, walking with 4 free heart in the 
king? s en of aw ppm] eee 


4 EDITATE, 9 my 3 upon ; the. 
wonders, |. which divine love hath 


 wroughr for thee and for thy falvatian- Re- 


view the many, many mercies of thy paſt 
life; and conſider, that thou art called upon 
to walk this. day with-THy God. What a 


pfivilege i is this!. He is thy God, and thou 


art his adopted Son. O what an high ho- 


nour has he conferred upon thee! He has 
taken thee into the moſt noble family; yea, 


into the divine hauſhold ,c of faith. He has 


permitted thee; to Walk with, hiin, as thy 
Father. He has appointed the ways pro- 
miſed to be with thee in it, and every mo- 


ment and at every ſtep-to be doing thee good. 
There can be no happineſs ſuperior to this 
on eartli. Prize it: For it is inęſtimable. 
Enjoy it: For i it is heaven begun. Walk- 
ing with God by faith is preſent enjoyment 


ol him, and will infallibly bring thee to the 


end of thy Journey, to full and everlaſting 
Fee | 


Hold 


| FRY «he RP lence of thy. ter, 4 

| as ON thou half been. 8275 by, , 
the holy 8 Spirit depend 4 him | dr cone, 
firming and eſtaphiſhi ae 1 
thee tg 79 05 840 Ka Re Ws ſalvarign. 
© of Jeſus, and 16.;helievs. the, Mine record 


; iu fe it. Thou haf — unged every; 
thing for he pardan o thy, 155 Hut, the 
blood edding ofthe lamb; and ęyery thing 
ec d Fords 11 Lord our righteoulr, | 
neſs. y faith her "UP been A ied, and, J 
the a 7 ꝗ — —_ 1 38 is here [ 
; own manifold: an e 2at ..t ws — 


ne thee, good. They have. 1 heved em þ 
the . . O EE ling aon, dhe, per rfe&t, i 
work of the Gg —qf xgoiging,v vholly; ; 
in Chriſt Jeſus, 0 185 no CON! gen Fer 9 

in the, fleſh, They hays. allo, been the, Þ 
| means, of convincing he; that, thou ſand-, i 


et, fait 1 122 N ben,, 
2 e FR let i b 18% 'of dh, fal 15a 
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covenant of the fight.” Thefe ſucceed each 
other by the will of their creator, and have 
not been ont of courſe one ſingle mo- 
ment. The ordinances of day and night 
are regular and certain. So certain is th7/ 
ſal vation by the ſame unerting Will. While 
the belief of this rules in thy conſcience, and 
in thy heart, thou wilt be able to reſift temp- 
tations. None of them will overcome thee,. 
unleſs they ' ſeparate between thee and thy 
God. Nay they will work for thy good, ik 
guilty fears do not wreſt the ſhield of faith 
out of thine hand. O beg of God to keep 
thee and thy faith in the hour of trial, that 
thou mayeſt experience his faithfulneſs to 
his word. If thou pur honour upon it, ac- 
cording to thy faith fo ſhall it be done unto: 
thee. Give if credit, and thy ſteps will be 
ordered aright. Thou wWilr Walk in love 
this day, as God bah "tovell thee. He will” 
| be thy portion, and the way in 85 he is 
to be enjoyed will be thy def 8 
Set out then in this faith, Wiih peace in 
12 conſcience, and love in thy heart truſt- 
ing to thy God and Father. Look up to- 

He for ftrength to maintain and to mereafe _ 
theſe' graces: / And hope to receive it from 


. Now he has put a neh 
in thy mouth, even praiſe unto thy 
| Goll go oh thy way bekeving and rejoicing... 
Jeſus i K thine with all his fulneſs. And he 
has Promiſed. thee a „— ſopply of the 
| — 


— 


4 111 4 | 


Spirit, that thou mayeſt have grace for grace | 


to enable thee to walk "OY with wy 


Mind then, . walk i is to be e ac- 


: cording to his revealed will, and in his ap- 


pointed way of obedience to it: For all ra- 


tional creatures are bound to obey God. 
As ſoon as he makes known his will to 
them, it become their indiſpenſable duty. 


His will is one, like himſelf, unchangeably 
the ſame, yeſterday, to-day, and for ever: 
For when revealed by the ſovereign creator 
it becomes to mankind a law, which alter- 
eth not, It binds angels and men every 


moment, in every point and circumſtance. 
And its obligation will never ceaſe. For 


all his commandments are ſure, they ſtand 
faſt. for ever and ever. What he has com- 


manded is as fixed as the. fun before him. 


It ſhall be eſtabliſhed for ever as the moon, 
and as a faithful witneſs in heavvV en. 
Denied, the ſovereign creator to inforce 
this holy, juſt and good law by anne | 


ons. Out- of his mere grace he promi 
life to obedience, hich man engaged to 


erlorm: And he threatened death to diſo- 
dience, to which penalty man ſubmitted. 
| Thereby: this law became a covenant of 
works. The promiſe was to bim, u 
ſhould continue obedient in all things: For 
Moſes deſcribeth the righteouſneſs which is 
of: the law, that the man who fulfilleth thoſe _ 
2 ihings 
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things ſhall live by them. But if he does 


nor fulfi] them perfectly, without one 'Fail-" 


ing; he then eemes under the penalty, Which 


God had threatened to diſobedienge— 
Curſed is he Who! coititiuerh- not iti all 
"ſt things, that are written in the book of the 


law do de them:“ This curſe draws Urte 
it all tbe' pains and penalties of the bre rokety 
law in eafth and in hell. 

de ins der. Feed, Abe ve 
placed. and under it all his defcendants are. 
born. He and they are bound to keep thy : 
Jaw im their Own per ſons, Af they would re 
ceivè the promiſe, or fable to ſuffer the pe - 
nalty, if "they tranlſgreſs. Adam broke the 
law of works: and we all in Him: Fot in him 
all have firined. We were all in his loins, 
whe} he fell, and forfeited in his attaindęr. 


By the offence: of that one, zudlgment came 


upon all ten 'to condemiation.”  The'righ- 


tebus judge paſſed the ſentence, and decited, 


that by tlie kaw of works no freſh living 
fhould' be ſabed: For he has roved | bath 
Jews and Gentiles to be under he law; and 


under in, 'which-is the wallgrelten of it. 


math is ſbopped, and alt 
ome” 'guilty.- before God 7 


PFherefore by che deeds of the law, there 


ſhall no feſh he juſtified im his hight 


Im the law of Works there was-no plovi- 


made for a ſurety; hut it did not abſo- 


| kuely 2 8470 one :"Therefore 1 It EY. doom 


* . 5 ſor 
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Fe for the. covenant 5 grace, in which h a provi 3 
ſion was made in the perfon 


n.of ] eſus Chriſt 


| of ſecuring the divige a a this holy 
He undertook to ſtand up in man's 


Race and ſtead, to magnify, the precepts of 


the law in his life, and to glorify the penal- 


ties of the law in his death, t. at not one 
al 


jot or titile of it might fail till was ful. 
filled. And as he was God over; all, blefſed 
for . ever, his life and death | put everlaſting 


honour upon the divine law. lis obed 1075 
Vas 90 1 _ 1 us 5 


it 9 0 m can, 90 
plead- en, A per fect ENT A ofa lt 15 
Precep pes 2 a Per 805 ſufferin ihe bop 
es in the 

e Farhey, is faithful 25 Joſt is word. 
15 d engagements. with bis fon: A has 

Welk Known hj S Wi all in the immutable g 

cord of his FI that e belicy+ 
* eth! in Jelys ſhould nat pe 
„ have everlaſting Hife.“ 
11 ; eſus died i" him 
God 1 in everlaſting life : : Becaul Je(ysliv. 
for him And this is the” 
; the Father“ 0 alla 


on! 'y ks SP 


How cap he Ber; 


oY 


erſon of their vine 1 1 od 


ſh, but ſhould. 
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| Ramember then, O. my foul, that thou art 
not under the law, but under grace. 
Thqu art ſaved from the law, under the 
form of a covenant of works. Thou art not 
bound to keep its precepts, in order to have 
life for thy obedience, nor yet to ſuffer its 
penalties for thy diſobedience. Thy ſurety. 
undertook to act and ſuffer for thee. He 
was to anſwer the law in its commands and 
demands to every jot: and tittle. And he did. 
5 J hh it required, Whatever itthreatened, 
as perfectly fulfilled in the perſon of thy 
G04 and Saviour: Ard he has abſolutely 
diſeharged thee from it, as a law of works. 
Thou art to have nothing to do with it in 
that view ; "nay, he has forbidden . thee to 
keep it,in hopes that thou! mayeſt live there- 
by. The irreverſible decree entered in the i 
Seed of heaven has enadted—By THE 
WORKS or THE LAW SHALL NO FLESH 
BE JUSTIFIED. Thou art now to look 
upon the law in the matter of juſtifying ang 
iving life; as a woman looks upon her 
0 huſband. She is freed from the mar- 
riage contract with him, and may now give 
her heart and hand to another: So art thou 
freed from the bond of the legal covenant. 
FT hou art become dead to the law by the 
body of Chriſt, who has eſpouſed and be- 
vie thee to himſelf, that ſerving him in 
newnels of ſpirit and not in the cldneſs of 
the letter, thou mayeſt bring forth fruit un- 
W 


n 
to God. This is th high privilege. Thy 
firſt huſband is pr fe happy for thee, thou 
art lawfully married to another—Thy huſ- 
band is thy maker, Jehovah of hoſts is his 
name. The word made fleſh has paid all 
thy debts, ſuffered thy puniſhment; wrought _ 
out a perfect righteouſneſs, and won a 
crown of perfect glory for thee. O what a 
divine honour has he put upon thee! 
Thou art now one with Immanuel in a 
bond. of everlaſting love. He has given 
himſelf to thee, with all he has and all he is; 
and it is thy happineſs now, not to be thine 
- own, but the Lord's—not to follow thine 
own "will but his. The law of thy Lord is 
liberty, As taught by his ſpirit, and per- 
formed by faith it is perfect freedom. 
Whilſt thou walkeſt with him in obedience 
to it, and leaneſt on thy beloved every ſtep, 
thou wilt find deliverance from all ſpiritual 
tyranny and bondage, and: wilt enjoy the 
light of his countenance, and the love of his 
heart. When the Son has thus made thee 
free, thou art free indeed—free now thy 
heart is ſet at liberty to run with Jeſus in 
the way of his commandments. 
In this view, O my ſoul, thou canſt look 70 
with delight at the moſt holy law. Attend 
to it cloſely, and ſtudy it carefully. In order 
to obey, as a chriſtian, ' theſe following con- 
ſiderations ſhould be well underſtood and 
digeſted: becauſe under the * 


Pts JF 5 7 
of 3 every. ſep of 15 walk is. to be 
"oy red, O pr oy en ſor 055 ſpirit of 
Madam aaa ee practically: . 
Eirft, that thy walk with God in the way | 
of qbedience is mot 10 fulf] the law, as a Co 
venant of Apa Thou art. not required o 
go this,. Thou canſt — 5 7 une 


thy. ene Luraty, bimſelf, 
Becapſe it yas "ny be fe ; bee, a a fallen 


Sa mere keep the Fin 15 to be juſti- 
fed by: it, be theręfote came in, perſon to 
_ fulfil it. He hopoured its precepts bychis 
 Infinjte,jobegience. ., He . maggifigd its pe- 

galten hs jngſtimable' fagrifies. And 
13 is isthyguſtitying rj eoulnels, Thr ough 
ith in, the Aena 4h of the God- man, 
1 thad art mot only, figed from guilt and con- 
_ demaation, from! gurſe and hell, but art al- 
do entitled to, life and glory. Ihe Nx is 
po an thy. de, ang is become thy friend. 
SONS 79 lt allies; theg. It will 
Wet dhee,t een eee to ghegiencę. 
The lay an abe hand f thy Sayzonr has no 
chisg, but -bleflings te heftoy,. upon; tlieg. 
b TOR Fre e eee it at his mouth, and to 
obey him. But net from any lega hopes 
of heaven, or from any Haviſh fears of, hell: 
for then thou | woyJdft come; under the cve- 
_ nant. of | works Aggin. Whereas) thou art 
not anger the Jaw, but nder grace: Mind 
Wk of; ly AP Pray: Rs yoo to avg 
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10 Keys it perfectly in thine own perſön, « or 
in caſe of failing Ganger By it, and under 
its fearful cutſe; bur cowart under rate; 
thtough faith in tie obedie nde and ſufferings 
of thy bleſfeck ſurety, and under the' Power 
of grace, ſweetly inckinioget thee to love, and 
migbtily enkablig * thee tg keep the Jaw: of 
the Pare thy, Goc Live- tlius by grace; and 
[nm hall not have dominioh over thee. Un > 
der the reign of g grace, the tyrant fr is al“? 
ways dethroned. Obey under grace; as as 
freely and fully ſa ved by faith in Jeſus, and 
this will make thy walk eafyandevahgetical; 
Thu walt ge on with a free ſpirfr, and wilt! 
delig GEL def in the ways of God, waking, 
with; 4 
2. By faith, and not by 6 igt: Ts is 
the great ſpring of all ell obedience.” 
Faith has an univerſal efficacy: for thus it 
is written“ Without faith it is impoſſible. 
© to pleaſe God.” He is not pleaſed” with 
the t ing done, hut with the prinei eon 
which it is "dens." He Tooks at tlie Heart. 
Hearing tlie wofd Or, ſaying prayets, or” 
giving altns, of doing f thing,.comirian- 
ded, are not pleafing in themſelves; but 
they miſt be performed Upon; a right motive, 
and to a riglit end. And both thefe come 
from faith. The apoſtle fflentions the mo- f 
tive, Which had GA add ever ep of his: |} 
chriſtian: courſe, WP We, walk, by faith; and | 
e ** 0 SY we Judge of our 8 1 
Wat 
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what God ſays of i it, and we order our wall 
accordingly. We give credit to his witneſs 
of our being pardoned and juſtified freely by 
grace through faith, and we depend for the 
truth of this not on what we ſee, but on what 

we believe. Wetra ſt not to our good 
frames, or warm feelirgs, or ſenſible com- 
forts, or to any of the genuine fruits and ef- 
feats of faith, but we truſt what God ſays 
ſimply, as his record : and therefore we 
walk in a conſtant dependence on the truth 
of God in his word, and upon the faithful- 
| neſs of God to his word. Some promiſed 
grace we ſtand in need of every. ſtep; and 
we rely upon his word, which cannot be 
broken, and upon his faithfulneſs, which 
cannot ſail. Thus we go on, and we find 


th promiſe made good, according to our. 


faith. gel 
Such was the apoſtles walk.” And . 


tine directed by the ſame motive? Search, 
O my ſoul, and examine upon what prin- 
ciple thou goeſt to duty. Is it in the obedi- 
ence of faith? Doſt thou take no ſtep with- 
out the warrant of the word of God ? Doſt 
thou give full credit to what God ſays in it 
of thy ſtate, as a juſtified perſon ? And does 
this appear from thy dependence upon his 


faithfulneſs to make good every thing pro- 
 miſed to them, who are in that ſtate? 


Bleſſed. art thou of the Lord, if thou art . 


e by this faith, Oo praiſe his Oy : 


„ 

name, who has thus highly favoured thee, 
and aſcribe to him all the glory. So will 
thy end be right, as well as thy motive. 
True faith takes no honour to itſelf, It is 
an emptying bumbling grace. Its ſpring- head 
is in covenant love, and is given from diſtin- 
guiſhing favour and ſovereign, mercy. It 
has no foundation, when given, but the 
word of God: nothing to reft on, but the 
divine truth: no ſupport but the divine 
power: and no growth, but from the divine 
influence. What then does it leave a man 
to glory in? Whgever has it, has it all from 
God, and while he is in his right mind, 
living by it, he will be diſpoſed to give God 
all the glory of it: Even for common mer- 
cies, as well as ſpiritual, he will live by the 
faith of the Son of God. Whether he eats 
or drinks, or whatever he does, he does all 
in the name of the Lord Jeſus, giving 
thanks to God, and the Father by him. And 

_ thas he will go on ſweetly and happily, o- 
beying not From laviſh fears or legal hopes, 

- AE. 

3. From hol y fore; mich i is the fruit and 2 
_ conſequence of walking by faith. Faith 
worketh by love. The faith of the goſpel, 
as 4 grace of the Spirit, worketh chiefly by 
love to. God, and to man for God's fake : 
for the goſpel diſcovers the way of ilvation, 
contrived by the eternal Three, fulfilled in 
the lite and death of Immanuel, and applied 
| 5 ro 
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ts tlie autet⸗g heat by the eternal Spirit. 
. Whoever i enabled to Believe the gofpel, will 
| ſet himſelk an object of the'covenaht- love of 
the bleſſed Fynn, and will therefore love 
Father, Son, and Spirit: for we love him, 
ſays the apoſtle, becaufe lie firſt loved us. 
And faitli in his love tö us will make us 
that we'ſhalt neither be batren nor unfruit- 
ful. Love is is 'yery : acttue. Obeying from 
love is vety*fieet, How” attive'! How 
ſweet is des: wht the love of God is 
ſhed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghoſt, 
wb fog given ufo us? He is an Almighty. 
He ' over&nies the: peer of legat 
believing workings, and puts a new ſpring 
to dùhty into the Heart, He mibfefts the 
love of God in'Chriſt, his free diftin hing 
love, the* exceeding riches of it, and the nu- 
merstis” bleiſings flowin ng from" it through 
time and eternity; In - the ſenſe of theſe 
mereies he excites gratitude, and. puts it up⸗ 
on acting This grace has a wonderful in- 
ffuence. What return ſhit I make unto 
zee Lord! is the devout breathing of the 
grate ful heart. While the love sf Chriſt con- 
ſtrameth it, all the affeclions folow him, 
andthe forl deliglits itfelf in his ways. Then 
none of his commandments will be grievous.” 
Nay, his yoke itſelf v will bechnte es 
burden light: O tritimphant love! How 
affive” how ſweet did hè find it, Wp cried out 
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* things, I am more than  conqueror, 
** tarough him that loveth me.” 

And is not this, O my ſoul, th happy 
cale ? O prize thy privilege, and adorn it in 
thy life. Walk in love with thy reconciled 
God, and out of love to him perform all 
dunes, and bear all croſſes. Remember, 
thou art not required to obey, in order to be 
ſaved for thine _obedience, but thou art al- 


ready faved ; and therefore, out of gratitude 


to thy deareſt Saviour, thou art bound to 
love him and to obey him. Thou canſt 
not love his perſon and yet, hate his will. 
* If ye love me, fays he, keep m com- 
% mandments”—give this proof of it, keep 
in my way, doing my commandments. 
But whatever ye do, let it come from the 
heart. Obey me, bat lee it be with a wil- 
ling mind, pd with a free ſpirit, When all 
iprings from love, then my ſervice will be 
perfect fieedom. I would have you to do 
my will, but without fear; not for life, but 


from life ; not that ye may live, but becauſe 


ye live. Do it, as ſors, and not as ſlaves: 
the ſlave abideth not in the houſe for ever, 
but the ſon abideth for ever. In this free 
ſpirit of adoption ſerve me, as ſons of God, 
heirs of God, and jouint-heirs with me. 
Stand faſt therefore in the liberty, where- 
with 1 have made you free, and be not. 
entangled again with the nu of WOT: 
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To obey from life and ſalvation received: 
and ene is ſweet liberty. To obey, as 
the condition of life and ſalvation is bitter 
ſlavery: it is an intolerable yoke, becauſe it 
is not poſſible any fallen man ſhould ſo keep 
the law, as to live thereby. But the believer 
freed from this condition by Chriſt's keeping 
the law for him is in liberty, he is ſaved 
rom the penalty annexed to the tranſpre(- 
ſion ; he is entitled to the life promiſed to 
obedience, and thereby he is delivered from 
legal hopes and from guilty fears. In this 
faith he walks on delightfully in the way of 
obedience: for he is reconciled! to the law 


through the grace that is in Chrift Jeſus: he 


loves it, O what love, ſays he, have I unto 


- thy law! Beeguſe now I find it according 


to promiſe written upon my heart. And 
this is a 
4. Motive to goſpel obedience. The 
new-covenant runs thus“ I will put, ſays 
God, my law in their inward parts, and 
- < write it in their hearts, and I will be their 


* God, and they hall be my people: and - 


ſhall teach no more every man his 

_ *-neighibour, and every man his brother, 

saying, know the Lord: for they ſhall all 

know me, from the leaſt of them to the 
«greateſt of them.” The heart is by nat 
ture as hard as adamant. It is enmity itſelf 


againſt the holy law. But the Lord here 


engages to take away the _ heart, and 
to 
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to ogve an hearx of fleſh, upon which he will 
write the ten commagdinents; not in tables 

of ſtone, but inthe fleſniy tables of the Heart. 
The Spirit of the living God will teach all 
his children to know their Father, he will 
manifeſt to them their adoption, he will re- 
veal to them their Father's love in Jeſus, 
and he will make their hearts Happy in the 
enjoy ment of it! Fhen the holy früſts of this 
love will appear towards man. It will work 
ſweetly in bone volenee, And N 5 
beneficence. Phe love of Ged will open 
the contracted heart, enlarge the ſe fi, | 
warm the cold, and bring Tibefrality out of 
the covetous: When the holy Spirit teachies 
brotherly love he ovetcofiies att oppoſition | 
to it. He ſays to! his diſeiples . Be ye 
2 kind one to another, tender: hearted; for- 
* giving one another, even as God for 
Chriſt's ſalce hath forgiven you.“ And 
he makes them kind onè to another: they 
ſhew it by every good word and work. 
Thus by mapifeſting to them the Father re- 

coneiled in Jefus, and by enabling them to 
lave man for his ſake, he writes Upon their 
hearts the two great commandments, on 
Which hang all the law and the propitets. 
The love of God, ſays the apoſtle to the 
Romans, is ſhed abroad in our hearts by the 
Holy Ghoſt; and to the Theſſalonians, ye 
youfſelves ate taught of God tö love ohe 
another. Thus he 9 affections of 
wy 2 | the 
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the ſoul to the holy law, and inclines the 
inner man to love obedience. It ceaſeth to 
be a yoke and a burden. How ealy is it to 
do what one loves? If you dearly love any 
perſon, what a pleaſure is it to ſerve him? 
What will not love put 1. ou upon doing or 


ſuffering to oblige him ? Let love rule in the 
heart to God and to man, his law will then 
become delightful, and obedience to it will 
be pleaſantneſs. The ſoul will run, yea in- 
ſpired by love, it will mount up with wings 
as eagles, in the WAY: of God 8 command- 
ments. 

Happy are the people, that are in ſuch. a 
caſe! And is it not, O my ſoul, in ſome. 
meaſure thine ? Haſt thou not been taught 
to love God, and his ways? Since thou haſt 

been acquainted with him as thy loving 
Father in Jeſus, has not thy faith been work- 
_ Ing by love to him, and to his will, and to 
his whole houſhold and family? Remember 
this is promiſed. All the children of God 
are to be taught to know and to love their 

| heavenly Father. This is the very tenor of 
the covenant of grace, which the almighty 
irit has - undertaken to fulfil. And he 


cannot fail in his office. It is his crown and 


glory to make good his covenant. engage - 
ments. O truſt him then, and put honour. 
upon his: faithfulneſs. He has promiſed to 
guide thee with his council, and to ſtrengthen. = 
the: with his might in the way of obedience 


to = 
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to thy reconciled God. What i is within thee, 


or without thee to oppoſe' thy walkin 


love with him, he will incline thee to TY 

and he will enable thee to overcome. O what 
mayeſt thou not expect from ſuch a divine 
friend, who is to abide with thee on purpoſe 
to keep thy heart right with God? What 
cannot he do, what will he not do for thee ? 


Such as is the love of the Father and of the 


Son, ſuch is the love of the Holy Ghoſt, the 
" fame free, perfect, everlaſting love. Read his 
promiſes of it. Meditate on them. Pray to him 


for increaſing faith to mix with them; that 


* p4s 1 


he, dwelling in the temple of thy heart, thou 
mayeſt have fellowfhip there e the Fa- 
| ther and with the Son. Whatever in thee 


is pardoned through the Son's atonement, 


pray the holy Spirit to ſubdue, that it may not 


interrupt communion with thy God. And 
whatever grace is to be received out of the 


fulneſs of Jeſus in order to keep up and to 


promote that communion, intreat the holy 
Spirit to give it thee with growing ſtrength. 


But pray in faith, nothing wavering So 

ſnall the love of God rule in thy heart. And 
then thou ſhalt be like the ſun, when it goeth 

forth in its might, ſhining: clearer and clearer 


to the perfect day. O may thy_courſe be like 
his, as free, as regular, and as communica- 
tive of good, that/ thy daily petition may be 


anſwered, and that the will of thy Father 
| _y be done in earth, as. it is in heaven.” 5 
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When all thee things concur, what can 
be wanting to OW way of obedience, 
eaſy and pleaſant ? 1 is not now an hard 
burden, impoſſible to he borne. The Spirit 
of life, which is in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made 
it eaſy. He has reconciled the believer io 
the Jaw. ; for he ſhews it to him in his,lurety 
f magnified and made honourable—magnified 
infinitely in his Jife—qmade, everlaſtingly 
honourable in his death: ſo, that the Father 
can get the fulleſt glory to every divine per- 
- fedtion, even to his juſtige, by ſaving ſinners _ 
through faith in the rightepylacks of his Son: 
he can be juſt, and yet the juſtifier of the 
ungodly. The belicxer perſuaded of this is 
; Beall; V1 to God. Being no longer under 
the law, as a covenant of Werks, but under 
grace, he loves the law, and walks with God 
in ſweet obediende to it. Ne ſets out and 
goes on every ſtep in faith tuſting o the 
acceptance of his penſon, and ef his ſproices 
in the beloved. He dees not work now, in 
vader to be ſaved ; but he works, becauſe he 
zs ſaved. And he aſgribes all he dass to the 
a 2 the glory df free grace. He works 
from gratitude, and the faith of God's elect 
always docs. It never fails to ftiew itſelf bp) 
love. The holy Spirit wins the heart by 
 xexealing to it the love. af 1399, and thereby 
draus out the affections after him. When 
ene eee 8 My ſon, give 
h bear.” T don a : 
d, ; 
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« Lord, take it, and ſeal it thine forever.” W 
And Whatever inbred enmity may remain 1 
ga gainſt giving it to the Lord, * holy Spirit | 

has undertaken to ſubdue it. It is 9 1 
to take away the ſtony heart, and to create 1 
an heart of fleth, ſoft and willing to receive 
the impreſſion of this grace. With the I 
fame finger, which once wrote the holy law | 
upon tables of ſtone, it is now written upon 
the fleſhly tables of the heart. And then 
the love of Gad, and the love of man are 
clearly taught, and effectually enforced. 
What a change does this make in obedi- 
_ ence! Hard things are now done with eaſe. 
Rough ways are made ſmooth. . {Painful 
things become <elightful, The Jabour ef 
Tove is ſweet 2 becauſe the heart is in 
it. The feet run: the hands work: all the 
faculties are ready to exert ihamſolvas, 
when love commands. 

O my God, let it be n with me Thou | 

_ haſt given me an-earneſt deſire to walk with 
thee in tay ways, guide me in them by thine 
almighty Spirit. Let him abide with me, 

| holy Father, as the Spirit of adoption, that 

I may always ſerve thee, as thy reconciled | 

Child, not under the law, but under grace. = 

I would gladly walk with thee every ſtep by 4 
faith, and that faith working by — to thee 

and to thy whole will. O God, give me 

grace ſufficient for my Sea walk. Letighy 


faichful promiſe be daily fulfilled : write thy 
Wu law 


| „ 
lau ſtill plainer in mine inward parts, and 
let it be more fairly copied out in my life. 
I want to love thee more, as thou knoweſt. 
O my God, keep my heart ſenſible of the 
exceeding riches of thy love to me; and let 
the growing ſenſe of this increaſe mine to 
thee. In the ftrength of thy good Spirit 
enable me to overcome inward and out ward 
oppoſition to my walking with thee in love. 
Let him ſtrengthen me mightily in the inner 
man for every labour of love. From him 
cometh power to embrace and to cleave 
with full purpoſe of heart unto the ways of 
God—to love what he loves—and to hate 
what he hates. O thou bleſſed Spirit of the 
Father and of the Son, make me willing, 
keep me able to enjoy the Father's love 
in his Son: and let it be a growing 
_ love, abounding yet more and more in 
knowledge, and in all ſenſible feeling, that I 
may run and not be weary, may be going 
on to the end and not be faint. Even ſo. 
Let it be done unto thy ſervant according 
to thy word, wherein thou haſt cauſed me 
to put my truſt, Let me have fellowſhip 
with the Father in his love through the ſal- 
vation of his Son by thine influence. upon 
my heart, now, henceforth and for ever. 
Amen. 1 | 3 
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| 7 be walk of the. keliever in d. way of 


"or; 

OA is very hard” (0m on in a \ Riraight 
courſe, and for any length of time. The 
hindrances are many. To underſtand the 
nature and obligations of duty, to enter 


upon it with right motives, to perform it in 
a proper temper; to go through it without 
hack wardneſs or wearineſs, not by conſtraint, 
but willingly; and to find the true end of | 
doing it anfwered, . theſe are great diffcul- 
ties: But they will be removed in ſome mea. 
ſure out of the believer's walk; if he attend 


to What was ſar) before of obedience in ger 


neral, and if he- be enabled to bring it into 
practice. It cannet be too often repeated, 


that the tue believer- is not under the law, 
as a covenant of works bound to keep the 


precept. for life, or liable to the- penalty” of- — 


death. He is not under the law in this 
reſpect, but under grace: He is one with 
Chriſt, who kept the precept, and ſuffered 


the penalty for him, as his ſurety; and in his 


ſtead. He has put in his plea, and taken 


the benefit of Chriſt's ſuretiſſii . His plea 
has been admitted; and the tene he'is in a 


tate. of 5 88 acceptance: He ſtands- in 
8 55 $058 — — 
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the liberty wherewith Chrift hath ade hin: 
free. Grace reigns in him, and over him, 
and renders his obedience perfect freedom. 
He obeys, but it is all in faith. He works, 
but it is from a ſenſe of the Father's love to 
bim in his Son. Gratitude taught by the 
holy Spirit influences his heart and life. His. 
heart has the love of God written upon it, 
and his life manifeſts it. He ſerves God 
with a thankful mind and without fear, and 
She does all the good hams nan 
for God's ſake. , 

8. believer will nexer get on in the way: 
of duty, unleſs he karns to;obcy upon. theſe 
£ 6! By priaciples. He will ſtand in need of 
- their. aſſiſtance at every ſtep: For he will 
13 meet with gonſtant oppoſition 10 them, The 
will not come under grace, Phe car- 
nal mind is always legal, The old man of 
ho knows nothing but working for hfe, and 
will not ſubmit to any other way. Our fin- 
ful nature is altogether for the oovenant of 
Works. Jews, Turks, heathens, and nomi- 
nal chriſtians are all upon one plan: they 
expeck God: will be merciful to them for 
their doings. And the children of God are 
exerciſed- with this ſelf. -righteons ſpicit more 
or leſs all their days. Is. it not, O my ſoul, 
thy grief and: burden > Art thou not daily. | 
plagued: with it in thy duties ? And though 
thy principles be very evangelical, yet they 
molten fail thee.in 3 Oo begof _ 
| then, 
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then, carneſtly and often, that thou mayeſt be 
caſt into the mould of the goſpel, quite evan- 

gelized in thy mind, and mayeſt perform all 
duties upon ſuch motives, as he himfelf re- 
quires and approves. 


Duty is a debt owing to God—due fromm 


the creature to the creator. The obligation 


do it ariſes from the abſolute dependence of 


the one upon the other; and it conſiſts in 
acknowledging, this in the appointed way by 
2 perfect and continual ſervice of every fa- 


culty the creature being entirely ſubject to 


the will of the creator, and living in never- 


failing conformity to it: for the will of Gd 
doth bind all men on earth, and angels and 


rified ſpirits in heaven. It is an un- 


changeable law obliging for ever all ctea- 


tures to obedience, not only on account of 
the matter Contained in it, but alſo with 
reſpect to the ſovereign authority of the al- 
mighry lawgiver. And this obligatian 
Chriſt in the goſpel has not in the leaſt diſ- 

ſolved, but on all occaſions has confirmed: 


and ſtreng thened. How deciſive are thele: 
words ? E Think not that T am come to 


e (eſtroy the law and the prophers, I am 
*% not. come to deſtroy, but to fulfil,” to ful- 
fil the law in mine own perſon, as the ſurety 
or my people, and to put the love of i into 

their ag Bern and to engage them, and to 
enable 1 to Traclile it in their lives; 


Tough 


„ 


though not for the ſame. end, for which * 


fulfilled it. 


Duty is always one and the ſame—a debt 
always due to God. But the debt of obe- 


dience being withheld, and the debt of ſuf- 
fering being incurred, the believer is taught 


to plead his diſcharge from ſuffering under 
Chriſt, and his fulfilling of obedience in tile 


righteouſneſs of Chriſt. With this faith he 


has a delightful proſpe& of duty. God is 
now at peace with him. God loves him in 


his Son. It is his bigh privilege to enjoy. 


dhe ſenſe of thoſe. diſtinguiſhing favours. 


For this end he is admitted to walk with his- 


God. What an honaur.is this! Having re- 


ceived the adoption of. ſons, he is: bleſſed 


with his Father's love, and is taken into 


near fellowſhip with-him.. What a: bappi- 
- nefs- 1s. this!“ Son, all that I have is thine, 
*.it is freely given to thee in Jeſus, and thou. 
art: now called upon to enjoy me and mine 
in thy holy, walk. Here duty becomes 
his privilege. It is exalted and ſpiritualized 


into a goſpel grace. He is bound to it, but 


it is by the cords of love. The pleaſing. 
bonds of gratitude tie his heart to obedience, , 
tg a free, holy, evangelical obedience. He 


bt. obeys, not as a ſlave, but as 4 ſon- not for 


fear, but becauſe Chriſt has ſet him at 
| lberty not that God may accept, pardon 
and juſtiſy him, but beeauſe God has done 


all for ord will do all in him no 0: that 


5 
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| he may have heaven for his obedience, | but 


becauſe heaven is reſerved'for him, and' up 
for it. He therefore. looks. at duty, a 
greatly refined by the goſpel: Every act of 


it, done in faith, is an act of fellowſhip with 


the Father and with the Son; and by the 
grace of the Spirit every act brings the Fa- 


| ther's love through the Son's ſalvation into 


experience.. He has communion with his 
God in all he does. This ennobles duty. It 


is hereby raiſed to a divine honour : For it 


is hereby made, io them who are in Chriſt, 


the higheſt privitege mers can have on this 
ſide of heaven. 


When the holy Spirit writes thi law upon 
the heart, he then teaches this obedience of 


faith. He does not aboliſh duty, but he en- 
forces it upon right motives, and direcls it to 
Fright end. The ſame duties remain in 
the goſpel, but not upon the ſame obliga- 
tion. Law duties, as conditions of life, can- 


not be fulfilled. The judge himſelf has de- 


creed, that by the wa of the law there 
ſhall no fleſh he juſtified in his fight.. 


Therefore. the law as a covenant of works 


does not enter into the believer's obedience. . 

He obeys, becauſe he is ficed from this co- 
venant— not freed from doing the ſame dfi- 

ies, which this covenant required, but freed. 
from doing them upon law motives, neither 
_ expeQting the promiſed life on account of 
keeping the PREP nor 8 aring the threat-. 


ened 


D " 


\ 
<< 


[ 134 2 


ened penalty on account of not keeping 
them. It is his privilege to obey, becauſe 
he is ſaved. He works from a free ſpirit, 
and with a thankful heart. He does all his 
duties in faith. He is ſpiritual in them, 
acting upon the endearing motive of God's 
love to him in Chriſt, as it has been revealed 
to his heart by the hely Spirit. He hopes 
for the acceptance of them only through the 
interceſſion of Chriſt: And after he hs done 
them, he deſires grace from Chriſt to return. 
bim all his glory. Thus in every duty be 
aims at fellowſhip with God in Chriſt 
through the "rag and ſeeks to prelent an. 
_ odour of a ſweet ſmell, a facrifice, accepta- 
ble, well pleaſing to God” ©. . 
Whatever thou art required to do, re- 
member, O my ſcul, that thou art under 
grace, and it is thy privilege to do it in faith.. 
View the two tables in the hand of thy Sa- 
viour, and receive the ten commandments: 
from his mouth. Happy for thee, Jeſus is 
thy law-giver. His Spirit will goſpelize: 


thine obedience. He will bring thine heart 


into it. He will ſet thee in the chariot of 
| love, and thou ſhalt-ride on proſperouſly :- 
He will oil the wheels of duty, and they 
ſhall run eaſy and pleaſant.. Thou ſhalt be 
carried 9 through duty, thy beloved 
being preſent and converſing with thee in it: 
yea thy faith working by. love to him — 7 
render n p V ich God in all thou doeſtf, 


; the: 


was 1 
Dh 1 * and the. glory of thy 


© beg of hy divine teacher thus to ſpiri- 
 twatize, thine Obedience. From him only 
— canſt thou learn the tuo great command- 
ments, Which act the fam. and ſubſtance. of 
the will of chy God... Ia the firſt his nature 
is revealed, and then his-worſhip. He is the 
Lord thy God. Jehovah thy Alehim; Jeho- 
vah means the ſelf-exiſtent Godhead, and 
Alehim, the per ſons in covenant, Fat ger, 
Son and Spirit, partakers of the ſame. 
exiſtence, and divine glory, without-any dif- 
ference, or inequality. There can be no 
true religion without the true object of Wor- 
ſhip, and he cannot be worſhipped, unleſs 
he be known; therefore it is an indiſpenſable 
_ duty: to know the Lord God. But how: 
' ſhall fallen. mari. attain to this knowledge ? 
He loſt it by fin; and he cannot by any rea- 
e faculty or power of his own recover 
t. It is. a. matter of fact, that no man did 
1 Fonds by fearching find. out God. And at- 
| | teſted by infallible authority, that the world. 
| by its wiſdom; knew, not God. There is 
no true deſcriprion of the Godhead,. bur 
| What is revealed in ſcripture. and it is alto- 
gether from the teaching of the holy Spirit, 
that any one ſavingly underſtands what is 
revealed. He as a Spirit of wiſdom and Ser 
velation opens the eyes of the ming, ſets the 
ue before ns and gixes a a clear idea of 
| . 
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image of God; and the new man is renewed 
in Knowledge after GS: Image of. hin 7 
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it. He takes of the things of God, and 
ſnews them to his diſciples. He does not 


lead them into abſtracted reaſonings about 


the divine nature, or what the abſolute God - 
head is, but his leſſons are uſeful and prac- 
tical. He teaches the knowledge of the per- 
ſons in Jehovah, as they are related to ſin- 


ners in the covenant of grace. Through. 


him the Father is made known, Ye have 
received the Spirit of adoption, by whom. 
«we cry, Abba; Father,” Rom. viii. 18. 
Through him the Son is believed in: for no 
man can ſay, that Jeſus is the Eord, but by 
the Holy Ghoſt. He diſcovers the Father's 
love in the Son with its rich graces and 


abundant bleſſings, as it is written: ve 
bave “ received; not the ſpirit of the world, 


hut the Spirit which is of God, that we 


Ts: „ might know the hangs: that are freely. 


iven to us of God He makes known 
hs giver, and the gifts, ang he is-received - 
for that very purpoſe. He ſhines-into the 


heart to give the light of the knowledge of! 


the glory of God in the perſon of Jeſus 


Chriſt. "nl this- is faving acquaintance 
with the Father and with the. Son: For- 


hereby the underſtanding is reſtored- to the 


created him. 
O what a mercy is this! What can cal 
122 — — And this merey, O my 
De fonh, 


ſoul, is thine. Unſpeakably gracious has the 
Lord been to thee. He has given thee the 
knowledge of himſelf. His image is 
upon thine underſtanding. His light is 
"ſhining upon it; certainly it is as great an 
act, as when he firſt commanded the light 


do ſnine out of darkneſs: for hereby I believe 


in him, I know him to be my FArRHER. O 
Yecious'name | The love of his heart, and 
it is infinite: the bleſſings of his love, and 
they are numberleſs, he has called me ta 
enjoy, freely, of mere grace, of his own 
ſovereign good u ill called me to the adop- 
tion of ſon, to the nableſt dignity, yea to 
everlaſting honour, to be a ſon of the moſt 
high God — God is my Father my new- 
birth is from him — that which is born of 
the Spirit is ſpirit, and has fellowſnip with 
the Father of Spirits. Behold! what man- 
ner of love this is! No parent ever loved, 
or can love a child as my Father which is in 
heaven loves me. And I deſire in the ſenſe 
of this to love him, to cleave to him with 
full purpoſe of heart, and gratefully to de- 


vote all I have and am to his ſervice and to 


| his glory. O thou divine revealer of this 
love, enlighten mine underſtanding and in- 


| fluence my affectios, that I may grow in 


the knowledge of my Father in Jeſus: 
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In him the Father only is to be known. 
Ae is his Father, as our covenant head, and 
therefore ours in kim. God is nota Father 
to any but in Chriſt. The name Father re- 
1pects -Chrift, as the firft begotten, and then 
All his ſeed. He is the Father of / our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named, and dapends 
for its adoption on the Father of their Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt's. e undertook to he made 
man, to Jive and to die for the many ſons, 
horn he was 0 bring to glory: and in con- 
ſequence of his undertaskings it plenſed the 
Father to lay up all fulneſs of grace fur 
them in the God- man, their covenant head. 
And it pleaſes the Spirit to witneſs of this 
fulneſs, and to enable believerstoreceive out 
of it grace for grade. Thus he reveals lin- 
manuel to them. They know him, anck 
are one wich him. He is their Lord and 
their God, and by faith they ve in hin and. 
upon him. Truſtiing to his atonement and 
righteouſneſs they have peace with their fe- 
<oneiled Farher, and they enjoy his love ſhed = 
Abroad in their hearts by the Holy Ghoft. 
Waiting in the zppointed Ways they grow 
> of the wonderful perſon. 


in the knowledge 
God-Feſus. They ſee more of the divine 
glory of his falvation work, and by depen- 
ding on it daily they enjof more of the thimgs 
whichaccompany ſalvation. Thrice happy are 
they, whoſe acquaintance with Jeſus is thus in- 
— 


— 
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creaſing, Their happines has « boundles = 
ſubject. They — ſtudy on, and they will 
find in him new worlds of delight to eternity. 
_ Do Sao Anand, E and adore the 
. wond ers Sad Wrougnt ar you; among 
which theſe are not the leaſt. We know 
= 1 „chat the Son af Gad is dome, and hath 
Igiven us an underſtanding to know him 
2 that is true, and we are in him that is true, 
L.even in his Bon Jeſus Chriſt, who is the 
e true God and eternal life.” Bieſſed Know- 
ledge! they have an underſtanding given 
them, and they are ſavingly acquainted with 
the Father and with the Son by the teaching 
of the Holy Ghoſt. Jehovah is their le- 
him. Thus they learn the firſt nn 
duty, which. ou? then to the 
Second, Namely to love the perſons in 
the. Godhead, becauſe they :ftand in this maſt 
_ endeating relation to them. They dove the 
Father, ho 4s their Father in Jeſus. They 
have not only heard of, and believed in, hut 
have alſo enjoyed his precious lovr. It has 
been ſnhed abread in their hearts by the 
Holy Ghoſt; Who has overcome all reſiſ- 
tance to his love; yea hus made enmity 
zrſelf yield to it. Having purified the con- 
ence by faith, he purifies the heart: 
He paurs into it ee eee which 
gave his c- qua Bon for them, and all he 
leſſings in earth and in heaven with him. 
| he draws out the affections defies 
it eſires 
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deſires to be more united to the Father of 
mercies. It is the property of love to deſire 
to be united to the beloved object. The Holy 
Spirit has difeovered the object, and has given 


— 


the deſire, and he fulfils all the deſires of his 


own creating. He teaches all the children of 
God to know their Father, and to experience 
his love to them in his Son, and then they can- 
not but love him. He creates the new heart 
for this very purpoſe; and makes it fenſible 
that the Father's love is all received through 
the Son, and therefore the Father and the 
Son are beloved with an undivided affection. 
The Son is his office name. It ſhould. 
never be heard without putting us in mind 
of the wonderful love of our God in his 
undertakings. He covenanted to be made 
fleſh. What a miracle ef love is that! He 
engaged with his Father to be the ſurety for 
his people, to do their work, to ſuffer their 
puniſhment, and then God and man, ene 
Chriſt for ever, was to have all fulneſs of 
eovenant bleſſings to give his people. The 
Father has no love, the Spirit beſtows no. 
grace, but what come through Chriſt. A 
believer is therefore taught in every thing 
he does to have fellowſhip. with Chriſt. 
_ His ſafety, his happineſs, his hopes of hap- 
pineſs to day and for ever are bleſſings to be 
received out of Immanuel's fulneſs: for he 
is the head over all things to the church which 
is his body, - the fulneſs of him that 1 i 


— 


ali in all. And RY 1 member is receiv- 
ing lite and ſenſe and happineſs from the 
fulneſs of the head, he will have freſh mo- 
tives to love his divine Saviour. What can 
fix his affections, if gratitude to Jeſus cannot? 
He has every thing in him, that can win 
the heart. He has beauty to engage love, 


| bleſſings to increaſe love, glories to increaſe ” 
love to him for evermore. He is beauty I 
without a rival. Whatever is charming in 
any earthly object i 18 but a ra) kon * him, and '1 


* ſhould lead to him: its bur a. beam o 10 
point out the matchleſs graces of Imina nel. 1 
And ſo is the lovelineſs of heavenly objects 
ſaints and angels have nothing beauti- 1 

ful, but what the love of Jeſus has put uſonn 
them. He is the Lord and giver of all their | 
wy glory. How glorious. then - muſt he be ? | 
Hie is mine, ſays the believer, and my pro- ly: 
perty in him makes him indeed glorious in 
mine eyes, Once I ſaw no beauty in him - 


| 
that I thculd deſire him; but now he is 
my beloved and my friend. I can ſeeevery _ | 
thing truly lovely in my Lord and my God. =! 
Whatever elſe courts my heart appears to 0 | 
be but a ſhadow : the ſubſtance is my Jeſus. 11 
He endears himfelf daily to me by his num- 19 
 bertels favours. . Iam always receiving out | 
of his fulneſs ſome bleſſing, which makes | 
him the centre of my happineſs. Every 
look of faith diſcovers in him ſome new ex- 
1 eclleacy, and brings from him ſome freſh ' 
1 . N kindes, 


— 


— 


— 
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kindneſs, and thereby engages my heart Rill 
more to its precious Saviour. And when I 
look: forward: to the glory to be revealed, 
when I ſhall ſee: my deareſt Jeſus face to 


face, and ſhall: be lis: him, and ſhall enjoy | 


him, and in him all the blefings of the eter- 


nal Three for ever, O this. is tos big for pre- 
beat thought; yer it conſtrains me to give. 


whole ſoul to this heavenly lover. 
Glori y him daily in me, thou faithful wit- 


neſs for Jeſus, and give me continual reaſon 
to love thee with the ſame undivided affec- 


tion, wherewith- thou haſt enabled me to | 


love: the Father and the Son. 


The holy. Spirit is Jehovah; a perſol in 


the ſolf· exiſtent Godhead; equal with the Fa- 


ther in every attribute. His offiee name is 
Spirit; the idea is taken from air ſueh as 
we breathe, to denote his being the breather 
or inſpirer of ſpiritual life. Every thing 


done by him in this character tends to hoh- 


neſs, and therefore he is called the holy Spi- 
rit. His office in the covenant, as well as 
his co- equality with the Father and the Son, 


entitle him to equal worſhip, and to equal 7 


love. For he undertook to carry into exe- 


cution the purpoſes of the Father's love in 


Jeſus. Their fulfilment depends entirely 
upon his grade. The Son has heen incar- 


nate; he has brought in everlaſting; righte-, 


oufnefs, and made the atenement for ſin: 


the F _ is ſatisfied * 
an 
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and nch his acceptance af it: | 
the God-manis now. upon the:throne of glo- 
ry with all L in heaven and earth, TO 
this the holy Spirit bears. witneſs; It is his 
divine office to apply the ſalvation of „ 
and to make it effectual. He does all in these 
heirs of promiſe. The Father gave them to 
the Son, the Son redeemed: them, but they | '} 
are in the common maſsof corruption, dead in 7 
treſpaſſes and ſins, till the Spirit of life enter | 
into them. They. feel not their guilt nor their 
danger, till eres them. They are quite 
ignorant of God and of the things of God, 
till he make them wiſe unto ſalvation. They 
cannot believe in Jeſus, till the Spirit of faith | 14 
enable them, They cannot rejoice in the {1 
Father's love, till the Comforter make them 
ſenſible” of it. They are without ſtrength, 4 
until they be ſtrengthened with might by the. 1] 
Spirit in the inner man. They can- | 
not go on in their chriſtian courſe, but by a , - j19 
conſtant ſupply of the Spirit. They. cann?n,ñ 
not hold out to the end, but from his abi- I 
ding with them for ever. So that he is te 
Lord and giver of life. He begins the good ny 
work, and he confirms it, until the day of — 14 
Jieſus Chriſt: Every motion of ſpiritual life = 
is from him; and all thoſe; whom he makes i] 
alive; he makes ſenſible of the debt which #4 
they owe him. Ute manifeſts: his love to 14 
them, ang thereby he engages their love to i 
him. "YOM GX POricnOe, how great the * = 
REE 
| 1 
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of the Spirit is. They are ſenſible of their a 
obligations to him, and deſire to be thankful 
for them. Thus their affections return to 
the proper object of love and worſhip, They 
receive daily the bleſſings of the Father's love 
through faith in the Son's ſalvation, by the 
applying power of ihe holy Spirit, and here- 
by they are reconciled to the firſt and great 
commandment; it is become the delight 
of their ſouls to jove the Lord their God. 
Here conſider, O my ſoul, - whether thou 
art acting upon. the principle of gratitude 
to thy God. If thou art, then his yoke 
will be eaſy and his burden light. Thou 
vilt not go to duty in bondage, hoping to 
gain his love by the deſert of what thou 
doeſt, or fearing to be beaten with many 
fripes for not doing. it well. Thy God 
hom thou ſerveſt is thy moſt loving Benz, 5 
and tendereſt father. Ne loved thee in Je- 
ſus, freely by grace, not by works done by 


thee, or to be done. Immanuel is thy Sa- Ee 


viour : His love to thee is made up of mi- 
racles. No under ftanding of angels or of 
glorified ſpirits can Conceive how great it is: 
| for it paſſeth knowledge. Nevertheleſs the 
holy Spirit has revealed it unto thee. He 
loves thee, as the Father and the Son do, 
with the fame divine affeQtion., Thy debt 
is equal, thy gratitude ſhould be the lame to- 
the bleſſed Trinity. ln the ſenſe of thine 


infinite obligations thou art called pon: to 
walk 


„ 
walk'i n the way of duty. Loye to the per- 
ſon, whom" their att to ſerve; will make fer- 
v ie Piel. Abd chou doſt love thy God. 
He has given” himſelf wih! every covenant 


bleſſing td be thine; amid theſe ble hgs are to 


enjoyed” in thy. walk with him. Wich 
1 fach look ar duty. It is the expreſſion 
5 of 4 to thy Yeareſt friend, and it is 
tlie way to enjoy his divine friendſhip.” He 


| regis it out of love to thee, and would 


have "thee; to doit bur of love to him. O! 
how exalted is dury, when communion with 
God is carfied* © by i it! He would have 


thee to 28 Þ cloſe to Him, in order to main- 


tail a ſe of his gracious! reſetice in thy 
heart, Ad 90 walk witk hin as to have his 
love to thee confirmed at evety ſtep; and 
therefore thou ſhouldſt ſeek to preſerve a 
conſtant nearneſs and holy fellowſhip with 
him in every thing thoh dòeſt. This is the 
will of thy God.” May it be thine; O my 
foul. Study this glorious way of goiþel duty. 
Pray to be taught i it better, and to go on in 
it more pi ritually Every: day: Bring it into 
all thy affairs: In thy calli ing, as well as ie 


the means of grace, in temporal as well as its . : 


| heavenly matters, ſet the Lord always br: 


fore thee, and ſo live, and att i in every thing 
Las to keep uß communion with thy God and 


Father in W by "rhe FRE 'of deen 
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When God is chus become the dear object . 
et thy happy heart, then every way wherein 
his love is to be enjoyed will e delight- 
ful. The time, the place, the means of 
meeting with him vill be greatly deſired 
and much longed for. Thy heart cannot 
but be, where thy treaſure is. Thou wilt 
want no ſpur to duty, no whip to drive thee 
to ordinances. It will be enough, that the 
Lord is there, As when he ſaid to David 
ſeek ye my face — his heart replied thy face, 
Lord, will I ſeek. His heart ſaid it. His 
affections were ſet upon God, and he was 
ready to ſeek, wherever God was to be 
found. No hunted hart ever panted more 
after the water-brooks, than his ſoul did af- 
ter God. His hope in doing any thing was to 
have God's gracious. preſence . Wit him. . 
And his lappineſs in it was to have commu- 
nion with God. 'This i is goſpel duty. And 
u hat a glorious privilege i is it! O that it may 
be my happy experience thus to meet God 
in all his ways, ard to en yo) him in my daily 
walk, That thou mayeſt grow ina this di- 
vine felloy ſhip, conſider, O my ſoul, ſome 
of the duties of the firſt table, and learn to 
practiſe them upon goſpel principles. The 
firſt and chief is PRAYER, Which con- 
ſiſts in keeping up daily converſe with | 
thy God upon all , occaſions. This is 
the breathing of the new born ſoul. It 


wants to draw the air af heaven, are. + 
| live 


L %% 
lire in its own prope element. There 
is a way opened for it unto the throne 
of glory, and the children of God may ap- 
proach it with boldneſs-: for it is a throne 
of grace, and he that ſitteth upon it 
5 to hear and to anſwer their peti- 
tions. He is their Father. I go, ſays Je- 
< ſus, tomy Father and to your Father 
"— „ my Father himſelf loveth you ; aſk what | 
ye will of him in my name he will doit.” 
This is the beloved object of prayer a re- 
conciled Father in Jeſus - whoſe heart is full 
of tenderneſs to the complaints and miſeries 
of his family his promiſes are the declara- 
tions of his pure love a depen dance upon 
his fulfilling them does honour to his truth 


and faithfulneſs, and always brings down the 


bleſſing. The holy Spitit abides with the 
children of God to teach them thus to pray | 
in faith. He helps their infirmities in 
prayer, ſtrengthens their graces, and beſtows 
oO them their comforts. He enables them 
to come with boldneſs, and to have acceſs 
with e, 0 Femme their Father 


£ wes 7, as 


find them daily fulfilled, - whereby their 
holy e e with their Father increaſes, 
He draws nearer to them, and they draw 
nearer to him. This their mutual inter- 
le may be interrupted, but it cannot be 
. entirely 


a know, his 5 cannot fail. 1 5 


14 yy 1 


entirely broken off, God is always diſpoſod 
to ef akhough the believer be not always 
able ta pray rejdicing. It is ſtill his privilege 
_ althoughthe! may not find any great delight 
in it; but if he continue to make conſtant 
uſe of his privilege his delight will return, 
and God will folfil to him the gracious pro- 
miſe 1 will e e in my houſe” 
of prayer. 

Thus the child of God learns to love: 
prayer, yea to pray without cealing; | He-. 
lives under his Father's eye, and in a depen- 
dence on his Father's care for him night and 
day. And he has hereby as true and laſting 
fellow ſnip with the things of God in his ſoul, 
as he has Wien the dee of this world in bis 
body. 1 
1 what an exalted: privilege is this! How 

highly is prayer hereby ennobled! It is not a 
law duty to an abſolute God: but a gracious 
| Intercourſe with a covenantGod,—Notprac- - 
tifſed-that-he may love us: but becauſe he 
loves us not to make us his children: but 
becauſei we are his children. It ſhould . 
performed always in this faith. If there be 
infirmities in it, ſuch as wandering coldgets; 
orithe like, we are to remember, that we- are 
not heard for the goodneſs of our prayers, - | 


nor anſwered for the fervenoy of them. 
That which makes our perſons accepted. 
obtains acceptance for our ſervices alſo. 


We and. 8885 we. th are we accepted = | 
the 


tis 1749 1 


tlie beloved: For through Jeſus: Clixiſt we 
-*$-haveran acceſs by one Spirit unto the Fa- 
ther.“ pb. ii. 18 our ecceſs is through 
Pp :þeſus:Chiiſt, Truſting to his: finiſhed ſal- 
vation v enten into the pre ſenoe of the Fa- 
cher and guided by: thei buly i Spirit: we: pray 
in faith“ ” lhmente,e)efbrin the Som 8 
Game wel know that we have the petitions 
-which we ideſired vf him. This ſpiritualizes 
prayer and puts glery upon it becauſe there 
is theaventy fellowſhip | with: Gddoin it, with 
the! Father i el Son, by chime one 
Spirit. 2 | 
1 Nheſehre ſutne af abe:priviſcgroofiabr 
tian prayer. Thou t goeſt, O my. ul, to 
meet ithy God in it to converſe with thy 
Father — to call onchim for the fulfilling of 
his proriſes made in Jeſus to ait on him 
for his anſwers and to give him is g glory. 
:O hat ohleſſed &a ſons haft thou enjoyed in 
this communion with thy God !' How has 
he manifeſted; his nearneſs to thee, and boun - 
ty towards thee! Haſt thou net found his 
heart open, his ears open, and his hands open 


sto granbthee the irequeſt of thy lips? An 


when don haf not/fount! ſuch ſweet felow- 
ſhip with thy: God in. prayer, yet thy depen- 
_ deneeionthis faithful word. has heen exerciſetd 
and improved. Thou haſt left thy petitions 
with thy friend and advocate, truſting to 
that maſt :glorious deſcription of him in 


8 oo” Will. 9946 5 And another angel name 
Rae 5 H 3 225 44 * and. 


1 130 7 


and God at the altar, having a golden 
* cenſer, and there was given unto him 
much incenſe, that he ſhould offer it with 
the prayers of all ſaints upon the golden 
« altar, which was before the throne.” And 
+ the ſmoke of the incenſe, which came with 
© the" prayers of the ſaints aſcended'up be- 
fore God out of the angel's hand,” O 
thou great angel of the covenapt, thus pre- 
ſent my prayers. They are nothing worth, 
but as perfumed with thy divine odors. Let 
them ever. aſcend before God out of thy 
hand with the ſmoke of the incenſe of thy 
ſacrifice and intereeſſion. Bleſſed Spirit of 
prayer, increaſe wer faith, that J may truſt 
more to a prayer hearing God and Father 
above always ready to: grant every good 
2 1 825 to 220 N in . - a 
ſus. n Genre Ot ett: 
8 l PRAISE) go ee The 
prayer of faith will afford eontinual matter 
for praiſe. The one is a dependance on God 
for every promiſed bleſſing, the other is the 
acknowledgment of his having beſtowed it. 
Innocent man had his heart in this ſweet 
4 hn Jt was his — 1 rp ates Bee breach. 


greater, ut Aidan was 8 to bis God 
—raiſed from his fall—faved from the guilt © 
and miſery of it =choſen:and called to this 


filration: by mere 3 gh faith a 
; partaker 


. 
7 — 


* 


„ \ 
rtaker of it—an heir & God, anda joint- 


13 with Chriſt, O what mntives are theſe 
fo continual thankfulneſs! And theſe mo- 
tives are effectual, when the holy Spirit dil- 
covers the things that are freely given to us 
of God. He makes us fenſible of them and 
© thankful for them: for he prefer ves in the 
ſoul a bleſſed poverty of ſpitit, an humble 


abiding ſenſe of wants and unworthineſs, and 


thus he lays a ſtire foundation for thankful- 


neſs. Every bleſſing is then received with a, 
Why me—what ani I, and what.is my Fa- 


ther's houſe, that God ſhould deal thus boun- 


_ tifully with mer? I muſt refer ix all to the. 
pra of the glory of his own grace”: bleſſed _ 


the God 1255 Father of our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, who hath bleſſed me with all ſpiri- 
tual bleſſings in heavenly places in Chriſt. 
All theſe bleſſings flow from the Father's 
love in his Son, and the holy Spirit has dif- 


covered to me that boundleſs ocean of 


- love, aid has often refreſhed me with its 


life-giving ſtreams. He has made known 


to me the good pleaſare of the Father's will, 

which he bad purpoſed in himſelf, to chooſe 
me by his diſtinguiſhing grace to be one of 
his children, and through faith in Jeſus 


Chniſt l read my adoption, and take poſſeſ- 
fon; of the inert of children. Mine 


experience of theſe bleſſings cannot be queſ- 


_ tioned; while I am receiving out of the fulneſs 
of JE — for grace. O how great is 


4. * 


r . ˙ on ne 4 nts 
— — kate, >, on" ⸗˖—— yn * 


if 
1 
by. 
44 
0 
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heayen 7 laud nd, magnify y : 
name, evermore praiſing thee. and. ſaying, 


oweſt to thy God—how, = ar e 
how. many, how endle Sand 


in. giripg the being. and, in (ori tg 


and creature com fort 


racle that one, lik 


what bleſſings thau haſt received . from t 


my debt! It. is. 7M to US eternal Three; 


fo ſhould my gratitude be. it is very meet, 
right and my bounden duty, that I ſhould at 


all times and in all places give thanks unto 
thee, O Lord, holy. Father, almighty Wer | 


laſting God: 1 8 with angels and 
arch - angels and with all * company of 
ar ee 


Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hoſts: 


heaven and earth Art, full Ye th glory. 


Glory be to thee, O . Mott. Rev. Z 
Am En. ts 
May ſuch as this, O my ſ | by til 
5 ta of thanks. go 2 bes x 


a 3 


the moſt pnworthy. ., Review, h ts 


= 


Remember from hom many dangers, and 
pains he, has (delivered abee hat health 
he, bas, xguchlafed of 

e Dpanty,; an of 


tufferit 9 57 1 her 
s long ſuffering i 
put to the ae ee e 


Father's: love in Jeſus, ; What bleſhngs thou | 
axt entitled to in him, not poly in time, but 


alſo in gięrnity. Caſtſup t 7 im, 


and fay, How, much it, is. 18 te qu tell 
Hs pumbers thereof ? No. 6 ue the 


power 


power of the greateſt arithmetician. If thou 
gouldſt write a figure upon every atom in 
the creation, thou wouldft want a new world, 
whereon to caſt up the vaſt account for 
thy mercies reach to the heaven of heavens, 
and they are alſo everlaſting. Then con- } 
ſider, to whom. thou art thus indebted. Ts 
it not to a juſtly offended, God, who, might 
have glorified all his perfeQions in pyniſhin 
thee for thy fins.? Whereas. in Wonderful 
grace he has choſen and called thee to the 
adoption of Sons. He is thy Father. This 
is the ſpring of all thy mercies. . In love he 
gave his Son to. finiſh. thy ſalvation. And 
bis Spirit has brought thee to believe ib i. 
and to emoy it. Fhis is the fource of all thy 
praiſe. The object of thankſgiving is thy 
covenant God, Who is related to'thee in ſuch 
da bond of love, as. will bring thee under eter- 
nal obligations. Thou art therefore in all 
thy praiſe to remember thy relation to Fa- 
that moſt bleſied relation, thy growing, ever 
growing debt. Praiſe will pay, none of it, 
The faints..in glory do but acknowledge it. 
While they are praiſing more · the ſum is in- 
creaſing. O my ſoy], bag of thy God to give 
© thee grace, that .thyne  acknowledgments 
may be in ſome meaſure like theirs. They 
are crying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord Gog, 
_ giving glory for the Father's; love in Jelus, 
| and for their experience ol it by. the eternal 
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Spirit. May this ſudject be thine, more 


ſpiritual, more hol every day, till it he 


What theirs is, pert ect Tg. without inter- 5 


miſſion. . 

Since it is thy privilege, O my ſoul, t6x | 
pray to thy covenant God, and to praiſe him 
for covenant mercies, then thou wilt highly 
prize the holy scx1yToREs ; becauſe with- 


out them thou canſt not know what to pray 0 


for, nor what is indeed a mercy. Thy faith 
has nothing to ſtand upon, but Wr Mr of 


God, and nothing to praife him for, but 


mercies therein promiſed, and by believing 
received. O how dear then ſhould his word 


be to thee; how greatly ſtudied, how ili. 
ently heard, that by itthou mayeſt grow in 


We grace, which is needful for thy holy 


walk with God. It 3 is the appointed means 


by which the holy Spirit acts. It is his great 


inſtrument in beginning and carrying on 


ſpiritual life. He opens the underſtanding 


to know the ſcriptures, | he inclines the wilt . 


and the affections to receive them in the 
love of the truth, and he influenees the whole 


man to ſubmit to live under the obedience 


of faith. Whatever ſtrength,” victory, com- 5 
fort, or blefling of any Kind he beſtows, it 


comes by obeying the truth through | the 
Spirit, ſo that thou canft not go on in'thy 

walk with God, but by conſtant and believing 
uſe of the ſcriptures.” They ſhould be thy 


: ftudy night « and day, beard and read careful- 


1 „. 


( 165 1 
ly, mixed with faith, treaſured up in thy 
memory, received into thy heart, and 


brought into thy life, and all by the teaching 


of the Holy Ghoſt, in order to thine enjoy- 
ment of the promiſed bleſſings of the Father's 
love through the Son's ſalbation Thus the 


word: will be the means of thy maintaining 


fellow ſhip with the Bleſſed' Trinity: By 


mixing faith with it thon wilt be conſtantly 


receiving from them covenant mercies: and 
ſo thou wilt go forward. ' Thy ſteps: will be 
ordered aright according to the word, and- 
thy way will be proſperous. 

8 Conſider tben O my ſoul; whether thou 
art making this uſe of the ſeriptures. Doſt 
thou find them the means of thy growth in 
divine- knowledge, in faith and love F? Do 


they really V Promote thy communion. with: 
n 


G04. and on that account” are they daily 


5 more thy ſtudy, and thy delight? Never 
think of hearing or reading. them without 
praying for the teachiog'of tie holy Spirit, 


that they may Be tlie means of keeping up 
fellowſhip, with thy Father in Jeſus,” For 


this end they were revealed, and if this end 


be not anſwered they prot thee nothing, 
Make it then thy conſtant: practice before 
hearing, to pray for a ſpiritual appetite, 
that as new born. babes deſire milk, fo thou 


mayeſt hunger and thirſt for the good word 
of life in hearing, beg of God, that thou 


* ſeed uon the word and digeſt it, =_ 


+ hogÞ 
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thine inward man, may 
the wards of faith, and © 
after hearing, ray: for e Pe 
to treaſure up for uſe, hat thau haſt Je 
that as occ; vn 0 Feet my © 
and brought into 1 75 ice, thy SEES 
verſation . being: caft into. the 
word. With Ra oo ed) hyd dine 
teacher read, as well as. hear, the ſcripts 
. on item. -Converle, Spur, them, 

Sing 10 find them . 0 55 

wiſe un 1 1 through ih, te nich is 
in Chri Jeſus, and d as hy fait h in bim 'o 
ceaſes able to bring w 9 ieren or 

thy F 2 75 s love in h him. „5 
Ho 8. rayer, how. 5 thut 1 


2 
3 


meeting and converſing with God? His 
Preſence puts the higheſt honour upon thern, 5 
and exalts duty into a royal priviſege: for 
Fog is preſent.as a Father 'with , his children. 
O what a dignity is it to have Gpd for our 
Fath er! W What an happineſs to have free 
a with bim in this N relation b 
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20 0 a remembrance I When 
5 diſciples 1 apo 0 70 is N 5 


18 


hen place the whole 8290 
e "oh ths ered ons, Col obe 
* his bo A and foul.to-take away 
1 5 ' near in, 

is meat ind i 
gin © indeed. Look 8.0 to the end of 1 


- jnftirution. , It was not.gnly.to.reming 2 


but allo to e to thee, all 


& ener I, Fee to teach, thee, th at thy 
ritual life, and eyery gracę and comfort 
& jt it are as dependent 515 ie 19d comfor 
as the life of thy body is. upon the meat and 
drink of this world. Thy life comes Hh 
. death. Thy life is nouriſhed by feed 

g upon Chriſt thy pa ho was fort: 


point out unto thee his body, and by the wine 
- hisblood—by eating and drinking hy thy 
taking him and living upon him—by thy 
bodily ſupport received from them, the 


» nouriſhment of thy ſoul by eating his fleſh 


and drinking his blood. He would have 
thee to look through the ſigns to the things 
ſignified. Thou art not to reſt in the out- 
ward act, but to reſt in the promiſe in the 


word of God. Thy faith is not to be exer- 


eiſed about the 17 5 s Supper as a duty4 


but 1 it is to be exerciſed upon | his word; and 


what 


th to feaſt” 515 4 


teflings of that one offering. 15 aßen 


ed for thee. He tended hy by the bread to 


[ 138 1 g 


what he has therein promiſed to make i ir, 
that thou art to expect in taking it He 
n to be the” means of communi- 
with him, and of thy enjoy? yin g fellow 
ſhip 1 Mk him in his buffer Ht 15 a; :fpiris 
tal believing act, in which Ned art ien 
to partake © the paſchal lamb; It is the 
Lord's paſſover; and will certainly-an © 
every purpoſe, for which he inſtituted it.. 
He appointed it to be the means of ſifery from 
the_ deſtroyer, of deliverance fron bopdage, 
of free and full forgiveneſs of all fois; of an 
kappy paſſage through the rec ſea; and 
everlaſting” poſſeſſion of; the promiſed 1 12 
heritance. For theſe gracious purpoſes the 
Father's love gave his Son te be a lamb- 
flain, and then a lamb feaſted on: and the: 
holy Spirit makes it a feaſt indeed. Itis to 
the belivſtix receiver” ſpiritually, whatever: 
the'paſſover was" tothe Jews in Egypt: Jr: 
is a conimunion with the bleſſed Trinity— | 
with the Father for providing” ſucli a ban- = 
Auet of love with the Son for giving: him 
felf to be a lamb ſlain, and to be @ ſpiritual} 
repaſt to his people in earth and in heaven 
with the holy Spirit for rendering the bread 
which is broken, the communion of the 1 
of Chriſt, and the cup of bleffing he commu- 
nion of the Blood of Chriſt. Communion 
ſignifies union with the believer united to 
hriſt Lone with Chriſt—a member in his 


ody lives in him, and on him, has comm. 
198 5 nications | 


i 


„ 
nicstions of life, nouriſhment ſtrength, 
- comfort, c. as the members have f from 
their union with the head. He has a real in- 
ward fellowſhip with Jeſus, in his croſs and 
affion, in his refurreQion and aſcenſion, in 


is interceſſion and firring at the right han d f 


of the majeſty on high. He communicate 
now with 15 in all the bleſſings of his Fa- 
ther's love, and will communicate with, him 


in all his Father* 8 glory. O what a 4 Nn | 


is the” Lord's Supper, when it is thus t 
means of communion with the Son, and 
with his Father through the Spirit ! What 


an honour is it to be ahiltwd 5 to a feaſt j 1 


ſtituted by the lamb of God, and for the en- 
Joyment of the love of God! What a bleſſing 
is it to fit down now to the marriage ſup 
of the lamb, and to partake by faith is 
ſpiritual realities and delights! There i is no- 
thing beyond this upon earth, #nd it has 
ſometimes been to the delieving receiver . a 
foretaſte of heaven! | Yes, bleſſed be God, iu 
has been, even to thee, O my ſoul, unworthy 
as thou art of one crumb from the Fi wi 8 
frable, a feaſt of fat things, of wines kep 
even of fat things," full of marrow, of 0 
kept and wWell- refined. And when thou haſt 
not been ſo 'highly' feaſted, yet thou haſt 


enjoyed ſdlid communion. Partaking of the 


bread and wine according to the Lord's = 
ftitution, and depending on the Lord's 


miſe, thou” haſt been” fed and nouriſhed at at 


YN bi 8 
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fl a9. 1 
his rable, T be virtye.of the Spirit has been 


thy heart, and thou haſt as truly 
by Feb VOWS 128 289 drank the OI ge 
the Son of man, as thou didit eat the bread 
and N che wing. It was-ſtaictly ſpeak- 
ng 4 ;A aCammunign : . bein united to Chriſt, 
thoti Walt 4 partaker of Chriſt, and hadſt 
fellow ſnip With him in his life and death. 
O. pray. f for. more of this. Beg of the: holy 
Sp Mil 01 a0 e thy communion with; Jeſus, 
that thou mayeſt live more in > Ring agg ap 
5 dim, and tHaeeby 9k more af the love of 

y. .beayenly Father. Plead his promiſe, 


i and expect the. fulfilling of att 3 e 


„Deateth my fleſn and Fig rinketh. my. blood 
e delleth in me, and 1. in him :. As the 
1 015 Father hath, ſent me, and I live by 
f th ather, ſo he that eateth me, 6205 he 
hall live by me.” V vi, 56, 87. 
Viewing the duties of the firſt table in * 
light, how exalted are they, and ſpiritual ? 
What a glory does it put upon them, that 
the Believer has fellowſhip with the eternal 
Three, ang 1 in prayer, and praiſe, i in hearing 
and reading the word, and at the Lord's Sup- 
per he enjoys their covenant mercies, par- 
taking of them now as really by faith, as + 
ever he will by ſenſe in heaven? The law | 


written and engraven in ſtones was glorious, 
but the law thus written upon his heart ex- 
gelleth in glory. The two firſt tables of 
125 Rue were dien, ße, other two are 27 

| ut 
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but no time ſhall deface 3 f the 
| holy 5 7 The pA heart, Saunen bie 
ſhall. keep his impreſſion for ever. 
Faith ſhould. reſt ſecurely upon this: herd 
Sy has people: th to abide, for 1710 mon 
his own e, the 1 rpoſes of the 
ther's ih and the b dener of the Son's 
To roms may, be. 418 vays enjoyed by them. 
remembrance, of this great. truth, they 
keep HERD 42 
. 1 OR, s DAY. "Tay reſt on, it from la- 
- bour, declaring e their belief of the 
feſt, which the eternal Three have provided 
0 Jelus—a reſt. ny their quls given with- 
dau their labour a 56 ee to them 
by, cqvenant—kepr. for them by almighty 
| dp ſabbath. remaining for the people 
of God, i 7 which they.thajl as certainly Fr 
ter, Th Jeſus their forerunner is entered. 
1 th;banifies a day, of Teng 4 ſet. a- 
part, in memory of God's finiſhing the works 
the firſt creation: and is obſerved now 
| in memory. of his dan e the Works of She 
new creation. The end fon which: the world 


Was made. will be anſwered ſoon; and then 

more: .but he _glorjous Met the.C 
17 my 

day. Fs tende ga: Fternally, 45 


"a it, and all the Works. therein ſhall be 
burnt up, and the place of them. -Found, 00 
man hath endu Ie ln 
this great of Cod we keep, bet Lord's 
mous.for his fg Ting, the work, of. kata, 
N and 
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ark} apts his reſt. And we who 5 
*© have believed, "ſays the apoſtle, do enter 
into reſt. We do enter into'it now by 
faitts, and we ſhare with him in his Sabbath, 
The atonement which he made, tlie righte- 
| ouſnels which lre 'Wrought' ont, the 'victory 
which Ke en, the works which he per 
fected for ever, and the glory Which he tow , 
inherits, 'we enjoy at preſent by veteving 
| andenter upon the poſſeſſion of them. Ac. 
cording to our faith, fuch is our reſt, He 
that believes without doubt or wavering in 
the finiſhed ſalvation of Jeſus, he will have 
the peice of God ruling in his conſcience, he 
will experience the pei fect love of God to 
him, which will make him reſt in his love to 
God, and then he will delight, himſelf 1 in the 
ways of God. This is the chriſtian Sabbath, _ 
It conſiſts in reſting upon Jeſus, and in de- 
pending upon his having finiſhed the works 
of redemption, and then in living upon them 
for our ſouls, as much as we do u pon the 
works of creation for our bodies. 

_ 'Sweet'is the day of reſt, ſpent in this is Holy 
employment: Happy time! ſet apart for 
ſpiritual intercourſe with God, and conſe- 
crated for keeping up fellow ffüp with him 
in his fatherly love in Jeſus, and for receiv- 
ing from him communicationsof his graces 
and bleffings.- Thrice happy day in which 
this fellowſhip i is kept up, and theſe graces 


and "mg are eyoyed. By this heavenly _ 


converſe | 


—— — — SS AERIE PE AANABEA 


„„ 
con verſe the inward man is renewed with 
growing ſtrength: his faculties are enlarged; 
and their happineſs is increaſed. By which 
: means he comes nearer to the ſpiritual reſt 
of the heavenly ſabbath.” He calls it his de- 
light, holy of the Lord, honourable : becauſe 
the end of its inſtitution is anſwered to him, 
and he has on it happy communion with his 
God. When he draws near to God in his 
appointed ways, he finds God in them and 
experiences his loving kindneſs, which is bet- 
ter than life itſelf, Bleſſed is the man, who - 
is thus highly favoured. He enters within 
the veil into the holieſt by the blood of Jeſus, 
and finds a moſt loving Father upon a throne 
of grace. In every ſervice on the Lord's 
day, he ſeeks a more intimate aequaintance ö 
and more ſpiritual fellowſhip with him, |} 
His very heart is engaged in this Work. 
His foul thirſteth, and his very fleſn longeth | 
to meet God, as he has met him in the fane- f 
tuary. Therein he has foundicommunies- +» | 
tions of grace, which has rendered the _ 
ordinances delightful indeed. He rejoices 
in hopes of meeting God and of drawing near 
io him in prayer, of praiſing him ſtill more 
and more for his abundant mercies, of hear- 
ing the reviving ſound of goſpel grace, and 
of everlaſting love, and of receiving it not as 
the word of man, but as it is in truthithe 
word of God, and of fitting down to the ban- 
quet of heaven in communion with Chriſt 
e e crucified, [1 
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ö crucified, through him partaking; of the Fe- 


.ther's love by the Spirit's influence. - Bleſſed 


is he of the Lord, M ho is thus ſpiritual in 


abbath, duties. By keeping up conſtant 


c mmunionowith Gad in them his hleſſed- 
Meſs is ĩvereaſing. Tie isl already an poſſeſ- 


. 
nf h the / ſamei things; [1 which his elder 


brethren eee n heaven: and he 


will beeome more beavenly minded, white | 
he meintains daily falowfhip th. the eter - 


val Fhree in their n e 55 


bleſſings, £10 a £9L0 
.1Conhder, O: my Gl,[that; tbeſe priv 


| arechine. Lok well to thine i erg | 


of them. Remember thou art already by 


elietieg entered into reſt. Thy ſabbath is 


Hegun- a day, whoſe ſuna ſhall never ſet 
whoſe glory "ſhell ſhine: brighter for ever- 
more. May thine enjoyment of this reſt, 
xhieh is lid glorious, be groning,/uhtil thou. 
attain tothe i eternal. ſabbath. O pray tiy 
Lord. to liſt up the light of lus counten ance 
upon thee, toevduchſafe hee more of the 
dove ef bis heart, and more of the bounty 


of his hand. more eommunion With him, 
andi more communications from him, that 


thon mayeſti bei growing up into Jeſus in all 


things, and eg ready, Whenever he calls 


thee; ep with him into his + owed 5 


reſt e. Fi ei 3: en nnd ; 
Thus the Guſt qableduties:ate kept. By 


the © 90G ax xs ara they become 
goſpel | 


— 


. [ { * 1 
| nk privileges When he makes us mew 
eee wo rt Jeſus, then we taken tile 
Threei in Jehovah to be our God We 
know Our Father in Chriſtq believe in him 
and love him. We will have no other Gods 
but him: We give his honour to none, his 
name to none, our time and heart: ſervice 
to none, but him. His love made known to 


us, engages our affections, and puis us upon 
ſeeking felluu / ſhi pi with him im all pan” | 


ways. Yea the more we know of his 


fect love to us, the more We are diſpoſed 15 © 
love him, and'to-witneſsitin-every thing we 


do. It becomes our ſtudy to walk before 
him in all well pleaſing: for we find it our 


happineſs. Whether we eat or drink; riſe"? 


up, or lie doun to reſt, follow our :worldly!! 
calling, or have any dealings with men. Wwe 
endeavour: to do all in faith. This: makes 


_ the common things of life ſpiritual aQiohs 
becauſe in them we maintain intereourſe 


with God. This is indeed the héavehly 
f temper of the children of the moſt High. 


| They ſeek the preſence, and the bleſſings 0 


their Father in qeſus in al they go. They 
are taught to live in a-ſfimple dependence i 
upon him. They de new ledge this depen- 
dence by looking -bpito him for every thing 
_ needful,- and 3 received it by giving 
him all his glory. Then theg are returned 
in heart and life to _wm God, from whom 
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„MMoſt bleſſed return For now the old ſin- 
ful nature with its affections and luſts is par- 
doned, and thereby they have loſt their do- 
minion. They have no right to exerciſe 
their tyranny any longer. The baſe ſelfiſh. 
tempers, which rendered a man a plague to 
others, and often a/ burden to himſelf, are 
dethroned. Tho pardoning them is ſub- 
duing them. I heſe always go together. 
They kept the underſtanding in darkneſs, 
but now it is light in the Lord. They blind- 
ed the conſcience and made it inſenſible, 


but now. it has ſeen its guilt, and has found | 


peace with God. The heart was engaged in 
their ſervice, but now God has ſet up his 
throne in it, and ſweetly rules over the aftec- 
tions. Thus a free pardon brings a man 
into liberty. He ceaſes'to be a ſlave to his 
 felfiſh tempers. A full pardon brings him 
full victory over them: for then he has the 
blood of Jeſus to cleanſe. him from all ſin, 
and the Spirit of Jeſus to ſubdue all ſin. He 
is taken into the protection of Chriſt, and is 
his free - man. None ſhall make him a ſlave. 


The Spirit of Chriſt rules in him, and makes 5 


' him willing to live undet the reign of grace: 
He dwells and abides with him to preſerve => 
in his heart the love of God, and produce in 
it the proper fruits of that love towards men. 
Thus he brings the ſinner to love the , 
DvTies: or THE SECOND. TABLE, which 


4 our r Lord has ſummed up in one ſentence 
| | 15 Thou 


1-16 3 E 


by. Thou ſhalt love thy neighbour as thy lf 77 
This love was loſt at the fall. Nothing is 

in mankind by. nature but ſelfiſhne(s. He 

is a 1 15 to divers luſts and pleaſures, living, 
in malice and envy, hateful and hating one 
another. Every age has felt this malady, 
and complained of 1 i But no human means 
haye been able to remedy it. Fine ſyſtems 
of ethics, and beautiful plans of natural re- 
ligion have been tried; the aid of ſtrong. 
reaſoning, aſſiſted with the forces of logic 
and metaphyſics, has been called in, but all 
in vain... Selfiſh tempers broke through their 
| Cobweb arguments, and ſported with their, 
imaginary bonds. Sometimes they poliſhed . 

the outſide alittle, and made a man à cour- 

tier: he looked, and-11 
love; hut they did not reach his heart. 
This is the prerogative of the Lord God. 
He only, who made us creatures, can make 


us new creatures. And until we are new 


born of God, we have every thing in us op- 
poſite to brotherly love, But when we are, 
born of the Spirit, then we are taught of 
him to love one another. He teaches . 
and he enforces it. His leſſons ate entirely 
practical. He not only informs the under- 
ſtanding, but alſo influences the affettions. 
Having diſpoſed and enabled the heart to 
love God, he evidences the power of this di- 
vine love, by its genuine fruits towards 
an FE are eee from their 11 f 
1 ivine 


|. Divide 10e is never wiltagy We loye: 
| for Id fat as the love of Goch is felt, it ptd⸗ 
_ duces l ing tempets. It o opens and 200 1 | 
100 ee IR of the! 
and expand t wers. af en 
- which” 1 this, 1 0 1 125 ne 15 
holy Ipitit having begotten the A nature 
writes pon it the lan of love.” He keeps 
it wilfing to reſiſt, and makes it able to over- 
come, the ſellim tempers of the old man,” 
The apoltll Peter, bas given us 4 deligbtful 
defcriptior of the r mater of the divine: 
- ceedingherein,” t. i. 2 1, 22, 23. 
as manifeft in thoſe laſt times for you, 
he by tim do, baffeve'in God, that rated 
Him up from tlie dead, and gave him 
„Elch. that your faith: and hope might be 
ih God: ad: ing ye have purified your ſouls. 
5 in d beying truth thtouglr the Spirit 
e unto Ae ned. love of the brethren, ſce 
«that elove one another with a pute heart 
'< fervently; being born. again not of cor- 
175 ru ptible lied, bat of incotruptible'by the 
0 wore of God, Which liveth and abtdech 
for ever.” > The chriſti ans to whom he 
writes were pärtakers g the new bil th, they 2 
were born again, not f corruptible_ ſeed, but 
of incorruptible. The holy Spirit was the | | 
author of their Tegenvration, The word of 
truth was the means, which be- made uſe of, 
they obeyed the truth through the Spirit.” 


By belicving it TR Were begotten again to 
"8 lively 


15 565 ] 


a lively gack aud hope in God. Thee evi- 
denced their love to him by their unfeigned 
| love of the brethren: they loved him that 
begat, and loved thoſe alſo that were begot- 
ten of him. From whence it appears, that 
the love of the bretliren is not in the heart 


by nature, but is from the grace of the holy 
Spirit. He gives a new heart, and he-ſheds 
abroad in it the love of God, which by his 
influence works mightily. in oppoſing, and 


_ overcoming our elfiſlvtempers, and in eſtab- 


3 


liſning the. practice of ſecond: table duties. 
Theſe ſpring from divine love. The holy Spi- 
rit joins them together, as the cauſe and the 
effect. e teaches: no man to love God 


- without teaching him alſo to love the breth- 


ren. He rains and ſhines upon the tree of 


| love: under his cultivation it thrives:: He 


brings forth the ſweet and loving tempers of 
the new man, and they bear fruit abundant- 
ly. And bleſſed fruit it is: for God has great 


glory from it, and men much good. Love 


thinketh, ſpeaketh, and doeth no evi 
Vea, it cannot be in the heart, without a 
deſire to do good to all men. eſpecially unto 
them that are of the houſhold of faith 
to do good to their bodies and ſouls to give 

honour to whom honour is due — to preſerve 
their lives — their property — their chaſtity 

their good name — to bear no falle wit- 
neſs, but always to ſpeak the truih of them 
and to covet none of their blefſings, either 

Ve. I ſpiritual 
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770 ſpiritual or . 155 is morality— 
_ chriſtian morality for it is learnt no where 
but in theſchool of Chriſt, - What his Spirit 

_ teaches, he enables alſo. to perform, which 

moral perſuaſion cannot. He gives a will 
Yb and a power to put off the ſelfiſh tempers of 
1 the old man, and to put on the loving graces 
pf the new man: Theſe graces he prelerves 
by his almighty agency, and calls them into 
daily practice, through faith work ing by love 
| —love to God from a ſenſe of his infinite 
goodneſs and love to man for God's ſake. 
Thus the ſecond table duties, when done 
out of gratitude to God for his infinite mer- 
cies, help the believer on in his walk heaven- 
_ wards, and are the means of | AROPR Con- 
ſtant fellowſhip with his God. 

Is'this, O my ſoul, thy happy experience ? 
Examine carefully. What are thy tempers ? 
What is thy practice, with reipect to loving 
thy . neighbour as thyſelf? There is great 
complaint in the world of the want of bro- 
therly love. And no wonder. It cannot be 

in them, who are wholly lovers of them- 

ſelves. But may not the ſame complaint be 

' taken up of the houſhold and family of faith ? 

Are not the children of the ſame Father de- 

ficient in brotherly love? Yes, they are. 

Too often they live below their privilege, | 
and thereby bring great diſhonour upon = 
God, and give great offence to men. Be 5 


1 humbled, O ey ſou], for thine own. failing. 
| 3 hb 
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Neger what reaſon thou haſt to mourn 
for the infirmities of thy love—how barren 
it is in its proper fruits—how cold, when it 
_ ſhould be fervent—how polluted, when it 
| ſhould be pure—how covetous, when it 


ſhould be liberal. Haſt thou duly attended 
to the cauſe of this, and does it grieve thee 
to thy heart? Wouldſt thou be ſaved from 


 ſelf-love, and increaſe in brotherly love, yet 
more and more? Since this is thy caſe, 
meditate carefully upon what is promiſed, 
and pray earneſtly for what is provided, for 
the ſubduing of thoſe. tempers which are 
enemies to brotherly love, and which if not 
ſubdued will hinder thee from enjoying the 
love of God in thy walk with him. 
Firſt, Conſider thy ſtate. Thou art a par- 


doned ſinner, not under the law, but under 
grace—freely, fully ſaved from the guilt of 


all thy ſins. There is none to condemn, 


God having juſtified thee. He ſees thee in his 
Son, waſhed in his blood, cloathed in his 
righteouſneſs, and he embraces him and thee, 
the head and the Morales, with the e : 


affection. 

Secondly, Conſider what i is pe to 
them, who are in Chriſt. Sin ſhall not have 
dominion over them. Pardoned fin ſhall 


not reign. / It cannot, for it is de throned. 
Thou art therefore free from its b ondage. 
Stand faſt in this liberty. Now the con- 


demning power of ſin is taken out of thy 
= : Bt 3 _ conſciencg, 


72 ry 
conſcience, make uſe of the grace provided in 


Jeſus to deliver thine heart from the love of 
it, and' thy converſation from the ſlaviſſi 


ſervice of it. And remember this grace is 


almighty. Fruſt in it, and thou ſhalt be 


faved n the tyranny of every ſm.” There- 


fore 


Thirdly, Read the great charter of grace, 


and mark to what glorious privileges thou 


art entitled. Being ſaved from the guilt of 


% 


all fi, and having a promiſe of being 8 ſaved 
from the dominion of all fin, as the Lord's 
freeman, thou art by faith to claim thy birth- 
right, and to enjoy it. Since Chriſt has-giver 
thee. Hberty, to whom ſhouldſt' thou be a 


flave? Put off therefore the old man with 


his luſts and deeds : ſerve him ns longer: 


it is a bleſſed part of redemption tobe ſaved 


from his ſervice. God be thanked that he 


may be put off, as a garment, which you 


have done with, and will put on no more. 


Away with it, it is filthy and ahominable 
altogether. Yea worſe ſtill: the plague is 
in it. Death and hell are in it: for the old 
man, ſinful nature, thus to be put off, is a 
body of fin, and ſelfiſi tempers are his mem- 
bers, ſuch as anger, wrath, maliee, lies, in- 


- ordinate affection, evil concupiſcence, and 


covetouſneſs which is idolatry. Theſe muſt 


be put off, or they will be always plotting 
and acting agamſt brotherly love. There- 


fore the new man, renewed in the "TL of 


his 


£. 223-4 


His wind, oppoſes them, and is mi ty £ 


through God to mortify them. By the 

power he puts on, as the elect of God, 7 505 
and beloved bowels of mercies, kindneſs, 
humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long-ſuf- 
fering, forgiveneſs of injuries, even as Chriſt 
forgave him, ſo he forgives: and unto all 
_ theſe graces he ꝓuts on love, which is the 
complete binding of them together. What 
_ an | amiable character is bere of the new 
man! He is created anew in Chriſt Jeſus, 
that he may exgrciſeievery kind and bene vo- 


lent temper tothe NY | He is reriewed | 


ed Jove of them ; 


in his heart to the unfei 

and is enabled to wane] e ad ry work 
and labour of love, ſt che vile 
tempers of the old * t in being, 
although dethroned, ſhould get domigign 


again, he is ſtrengthened mightily by the 


Spirit in the inner man to nem ea | 


dy day. Since this is hard work, conſiſti 
continual and ſevere ſ{elf-denial, no leis 


in cutting off right hand, and in 3 5 


out right eye, luſts ; for thine ene 
ment co perſevere, 8 Re” 
Fourthly, That chou art in Chriſt—3 mem- 
ber in his body— and in him thag haſt per- 
ect and eternal redemption from 9 old 


man of ſin with his affections and luſts. 


The more this is believed, the more will 
the fruits of it appear. Faith in the abſolute 


251 everlaſting mary of thy glorified head 
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will animate thee as one of his: members to 


reſiſt thy vanquiſhed foes, knowing thou art 


a partaker of his victory, and in his ſtrength, 


and to his glory thou art fighting againſt 
them. In him thou haſt already conquered. 
In him thou art more than a conqueror. 
Reckon thyſelf therefore to be dead indeed 


unto ſin, but alive unto God in Fefus Chriſt 
thy Lord. And depend on him for the power 


of his death, that he may put it forth in thee, 
any mortify ſin, and for the power of his re- 


ſurrection to quicken thee to newnelſs of life. 
Thy communion with him in his death and 


reſurrection will be in proportion to thy faith, bY, 
If thou believeſt ſtedfaſtly, that thou art one 
with him, thou wilt find the effect of it in 


ſtedfaſt communion. Cleave then to him, 
as a branch in the vine. Planted together 
in the likeneſs of his death, thou wilt find 
virtue from him to crucify thy ſelfiſh tem- 
pers. Planted together in the likeneſs of his 


reſurrection, thou wilt find virtue coming 


from him to keep thee alive to God. TO 
this fellowſhip with Jeſus thou art called. 


T hou haſt a right to communicate with him 
in his life and death. And whilſt thou art 
enjoying it by the faith of the Son of God, 
ſin ſhal/have no more dominion over thee, 
than it has over him. This being thy glo- 


rious birth-right, O my ſoul, put honour up- 


on it. Enjoy it in the peace of thy conſcience, 


and in the love of thy * Read thy 5 
e lg Ms N 
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if verſa redemption i in Jeſus from every thing 
oppoſite to brotherly love, and improve this | 

in thy experience. | As there is grace ſuf- 
ficient promiſed and provided for: thee, ſee | 
thou make uſe of it and manifeſt it openly 
in thy ROPE and in thy walk hog con- | 
ſider,” e 
1 "Fiſchly, Thy God and: Father calls upon 
' 1 thee to give glory to bim for his love to thee 
by exerciſing. love towards the brethren : 
2 thou art bound to this by ten thouſand 
Has he loved thee freely, doſt thou 
. it, is the grateful ſenſe of it upon thy 
heart? How then can it be hid? It cannot; 
it. will, manifeſt _ itſelf, as Tight t does. Phe 
Father has choſen thee in his Son, that he 
i - HP communicate to thee of his goodneſs, 
and he has made thee a child of light, that 
3 thou. mighteſt reflect the rays of his goodneſs 
upon others. Thou art to ſhew forth the 
praiſes of. him that hath called thee out of 
darkneſs into his marvellous light. He 
hath, called thee out of the deadbeſs and 
blindneſs. of thy natural ſtate, and hath en- 
liglitened thee with the light of life. How 
marvellous, that it ſhould: ever ſhine upon 
thee! Marvellous. indeed, that thou ſhouldſt 
ſhine, as a light in the world! Admire this 
race. Let others admire it with thee by + 
ſeeing, the reality, and by feeling the comfort 
of it. As the ſun not only enlightens, but 
alſo enlivens with his Turn rays the face | 
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of the earth, and cheers every, creature. upon 
it: ſo let thy light ſhine before men. Give 
them clear proof of thy love to God by thy 
love to them: let them feel the Bleſſed. 
fruits of it, that they may fee thy good 
works and -glorify thy Father who is in 
heaven. Love in thy heart will ſhew itſelf. 
It will communicate its-gracious rays, and 
the Father of hghts will have the praiſe. 


This fhould be thine end, as it is his. He 


aims at his own-glory in all his mercies: this. 
aim ſhould be thine alſo. Thy Father calls 
upon thee to do good to others, that he may 
be glorifjed thereby. O what an high call- 
| ing is thine! What an honour docs 'God 
put upon thee. Thou art te bring him, 
glory from men from his own children: 


for their bowels are to be refreſhed by thee. | 


QA and from others, that whereas they would 

ſpeak againſt thee as an evil-doer, they may 
by chy good works which they ſhall behold 
Slorify God in che day of viſitation, Aimat 


This. Lock at no motive to do good to men 


below che, glory ef God. And remember, thy 
doing it may be the means of his viſiting 
them, as he viſited thee, with his great ſalva- 
tion; O bleſſed fruit of protherly love; 


may it be che happy effect of thy light ſnin- 


ing before men. Way God be daily he- 
noured by it, and tlie comfort, and if it pleaſe 


him, 1 Glvation' of his people be thereby 
n 2 
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promoted.” Yea, Lord, this is my prayer: 


My heart ys, Amen. 


If thou findeſt it very difficult to live in 
the conſtant practice of brotherly love, me- 
ditate, O N upon the goſpel motives 

for an e For: faith, and ſeek for the pr 20 : 


miſed aſſiſlauce to enable thee to love o 


as God hath loved thee.” Above all, e has 


the effectual teaching of the Holy Ghoſt. 
| He only can write this delightful law upon 
the heart—the fair impreſſion of it is Kept 


| by his polWer—and the exerciſe of it in thy 


tempers and walk is the work of his grace. 
O pray chen for a conſtant ſupply of the 

rit, that in all thy dealings with mankind it 
may appear thou haſt been with Jeſus. Set 


his moſt amiable life before their eyes. 


Give them reaſon to honour his beneficence, 


from thy copying it legibly after him. Let 


nis love to thee he glorified from thy labour 
of love to them. Study to ew forth his 
praiſes, and go about doing good, as he did. 


And hereby copvince-tbe world, that Jeſus | 


Chriſt was the greateſt moral, and that his 


diſciples come the neareſt to the perfect 
pattern of their maſter ; 3 SHR af Our OWN 


ahbe 


Talk they ef r.? eee 
Thon maker of new morals to mnankiud. | 73 
T he grand motalicy is love of thee. _ 


The love of Jeſus teaches Sag enforces: the 
bye of the art: Tbe- Spicix of Jeſus 
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vrites it upon the Penn, ak Ae it pr ac 
ticable in the life. And thus the two tables are 
Joined together : and love to him that begat 


3 love to them that are begotten of 
When the happy believer is walking 


in This love to his Father and to his family, 
then he will live in the obſervanceof the duties, 


which relate to himſelf: for he was taught 


them, when he returned in his heart to God. 
And every ſtep he walks with God is in the 


| practice of them. 


The firſt temptation was an offer of inde- 


pendence “ Ye ſhall be as Gods man was 
drawn away by it, and fell from his high eſtate. 


Still this mother ſin is fruitful i fallen man. In 


great mercy there is a pardon provided, and 


in the way of receiving the pardon, there is 
a remedy for it. The infinite wiſdom of 


God fo contrived the way of our recovery, 
that without Chriſt we can do nothing. His 


 falvation undertaken and finiſhed for us, his 
ſalvatton applied to us, the bleſſings of his 


ſalvation enjoyed by us in time, and in eter- 
nity, are the free gifts of his free grace. He 
is the author, He is the finiſher. He car- 
ries it on from firſt to laſt. All our ſuf- 
ficiency is of him. We cannot without him 
ſo much as think a a good thought. There- 


fore his redeemed people are brought off 


from all truſt in any other ohject, - and are 
taught to place their whole dependence for 


ſalvation and for every thing that accom- 725 
panies it, upon the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
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To this end the holy Spirit, the great con- A 
vincer of fin; had made them acquainted with - | 
themfelves. He had awakened them to a right g 
knowledge of their ſtate, of which they had | 
not been ſenſible before; and they found that j 
they were fallen.and apoſtate creatures: He | 
ſhewed them fin in its exceeding ſinfulneſs, 2 
and they taſted ſome of the bitter fruits of 8 
it: they felt in what a dreadful condition, 
their departure from God had left them — 
ſo ignorant, that they could not by any hu- = 
man means attain to the leaſt ſaving know- f 
edge of God—ſo guilty, that let them do f 
all they could, ſtill. the condemning ſentence - | 
of the law ſtood out againſt them ſo unholy, 
that ſoul and body were fold under fin, and 
ready to every unholy word and work—ſo 
utterly helpleſs, that it was impoſſible they 
mould of themſelves attain true- happineſs, 
or eſcape. deſer ved miſery: - The holy: Spirit 
taught them-theſe leſſons practically. His 
conviction carried demonſtration with it. 
He not only made them feel their guilt and. 
their danger; but he alſo opened a way for. 
pardon and ſafety. He led. them to Jeſus; - 
aud in him they found every thing need ful 
for their ſalvation treaſured up for them 
| the free covenant love. of :the- Father 
_ ſecured. to them by the fulfilling of all cove- 
nant conditionsin the life and . ofthe 
SGod-man— and received by the faith of the 
e of the NY Gn By whom 
* 1 
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they * new creatures in Chrift As 
meinem under him their head united 
dlãzs intimately as the branches are to the vine 

- —avd living by, and in, and on him, every 


moment, and for every ting. Thus the 
glorifier of Jeſus teaches all his members o 
depend upon the fulneſs of their head, and 


be abides withithem ia order to keep them in 


tis dependence. Ile teſtifies to hn of 
Jeſus—* He is your whole dalvation, your 
all in all; you have not, you never will 
haue, any thing to glory in, but in the 
25 Lord Whatever good you receive comes 
from his grace hate ver evil you eſcape, 
js from his bleſſing - and if ever you have 
« eternal life, it wil be the free gift of God 
#4 in Chriſt Jeſus. . Your bodies alſo are de- 
ndent on him, as well as your fouls; 
ee family, national mercies are his 
„royal favours, and beſtowed ont of his 
90 ſovereign bounty.” Thus he teaches be- 
lievers. He humbles them, that they may 
exalt tke Saviour. He makes them poor in 
ſpirit, that they may live upon his riches. 
He keeps them ſenſible of their own empti- 
neſs, that they may be makingiconſtant uſe 
of the Saviour's fulneſs, and living in an ab- 
folute dependence upon him for every thing. 
While they live _ by the faith of the Son 
of God, every high thought is brought into 
ſubjection to berg Pride is daily mortified 
Self lf complacency is abhorred. Self- admi- 


ration 


1 1 6 } 
2 is aborminable. Humility is become 
their loathing, and they, cannot put it off: N 
| becauſe every mornent they are making wile ---i 
of it. Sins, Wants, miſeries, ,temptatians, 
&c. are continually reminding them of their 
vileneſs, and of God's goodneſs. And this 
truth enforced by the holy Spirit makes 
them willing to learn of Jeſus to be meek and 
lowly. They become teachable ſcholars, 
ang fit very low ät his feet, where they at- 
tain to true humility of heart. And this 
influences - their whole bebaviour. In a 
deep and abiding ſenſe ol their entire ſin- ; 
— and Wiebe themfelves | 
before God, and walk humbly before men x 
They feel they are of themſelves G kw] we but 
. fin, and if left to themſelves can be nothing 
but miſery, 2 they put their whole 
truſt and confidence in a covenant God. 
and his free grace, has from them alli us if 
'What-is thy knowledge, 0 my foul, and 
what is thine experience of this | chriſtian 
poverty of ſpirit? Art thou acquainted with 
it in the ground. of thine heart, and is it in th 
daily practice? Examine thyſelf, and wi: 
diligence: for it is a moſt bleſſed grace, ad- 
vanced to high honour in the court of ſeſus. 
To it he has made many exceeding great 
and precious promi ſęs. O pray to him for 
this royal gift. Wait on thy divine prophet, 
and hear his leſſons. He teaches, as man 
0 cannot, 
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cannot. He recommends: He gives, the 
grace of humility, He makes his ſcholars: _ 
truly humble in heart. Obſerve his abaſing 
doctrine, and may all- nn erer bow to 
the power of it. Fan 2 

Obſerve, how he umd der abs. Hemnere 
He convinces him of his ſinful ſtate, of the 
corruption of his whole nature, and of the * 
diepravity of every faculty of ſoul and body. 
The ſinner is made to feel it, and to live un- 
der the ſenſe of it. And in order to faſten 
the conviction, clearer diſcoveries are daily 
made of this corruption: for it is a myſtery 

of iniquity. There is no tracing to the bot- 
tom its deep laid devices, and never ceaſing 
workings: The heart is deceitful above all 
things and deſperately wicked: who” can 
know it d There is not a man upon earth, 
who knows all that may be known of the 
exceeding ſinfulneſs of fin, and of his own- 
ſinfulneſs. When the Lord who ſearchetn 
the heart has laid open ſome of its in- 
finite evil, he continues to diſcover more. 
Every day brings to light ſtrange work-- 
ings of corruption. The convinced ſin- 
ner has deeper views of his helpleſineſs; 
and of his-unworthineſs: And afrer many- 
vain legal trials, he at laſt finds it impoſſible. 
for him to do any thing, for which God 
| ſhould pardon i and ſa ve him. Thus he 
is laid low with his mouth in the duſt Be- 


hold, 5 am vile, filthy *. abominable alto- 
| gether, ; 


„ 
ndathbes;” ht 65 tio nie oe es Figr! 


Theſe are the -humbling leſſons, which 
the holy Spirit teaches. © He convinces the 
ſinner, that there is neither help nor hope in 


himſelf, and ſo leaves him nothing to truſt 


in, but the ſalvation provided in Jeſus by 
covenant love, and given freely by grace. 
And the manner of receiving this ſalvation is 


ſuch as cuts off all occaſion of boaſting: For 


faith is the only. means appointed of God, — 
and faith is his gift not beſtowed upon the 


worthy but upon the ungodiy - not for any 


merit in them, or for any terms or conditions, 


which they have performed or ever. will per- 


form, but by af act of abſolute ſovereignty 
to the praiſe of the glory of his own grace. 
He will have mercy, becauſe” he will have 


mercy. O humbling conſideration ! How 


lou does it bring: the finner.! How muſt his 
proud heart be abaſed, while he feels himſelf 

a debtor for every thing good to the mere 
will and pleaſure of God. And fo long as 
he enjoys thoſe good things, he is kept poor 


in ſpirit : Becauſe he has none of them in 


himſelf, They are laid up in the fulneſs of 
Jeſus, are to be had from thence. only by 


faith, and are received as the ſenſe of his 


Living by faith is the death of ſelf impor- 
tance. Then the loftineſs of man is bowed 


wants leads the believer to make uſe of ther. 


down, 


- — 


BY £ ; 4 


* 
5 o 


is, noun. _— %,” reien 


. 184 3 
down, the. haughtineſ(s of man is made low, 


and the Lord alone is exalted. _ 
\Obſerve, O my: foul, whatanhonour G 
has put upan this grace. Before honour 
is humility.” Whom God bonours he hum- 
bles finſt. Hegiveth grace to the humble: 
Becauſeſthe humble give him all his glory. 


The higheſt throne which he has upon earth 


is in tho humbleſt heart. Toit he vonch- 


ſafes his conſtant preſence, and makes the 
greateſt communications of his love: For 
lofty One that in- 


** thus ſaith the high and 
& habiteth-eternity, whoſe name is holy, 1 
+ dwell in the high and holy place, with him 


4 alſo that is of a contrite and humble ſpirit, 

to revixe the ſpirit of the humble, and to 
4 revive the heart of the contrite es. 0 
what an honour is here promi ſed to the hum- 


ble The greateſt they can have on this ſide 


of heaven. God will dwell with them ; and 
what a bleſſing! and his temple ſhall be i in 


the humble heart. The high and holy one 
paſſes by what is in higheſt eſteem among 
men. He ſtains the pride of human great- 
neſs and goodneſs. He does not vouchſafe 


to ſet up his throne with the princes, nor to 


give his honour to the learned, of the world. 


But he puts honour upon the contrite and 
humble. He condeicends to vifit them, 


he delights to dwell with them and in 


e higheſt above all heavens in the 


loweſt hearts. There he communicates his 
TT | - choiceſt 


[ 15 1 


chiidefs love and richeſt favours. o my 


God, beſtow upon me this grace, which in 


thy light is ſo precious. Humble me, that 


may be revived with thy Preſence, and re- 


freſhed daily with thy love. Give me 
more humility, and fit me fr nearer fellow- 


ſhip with thee. Bring down every high 
. me find at. true, that God 


reſiſteth the proud, but 1 more grove 5 


unto the humble. 

Thus the true poverty of ſpirit a neadfal, 
not only to bring. the ſinner to Chriſt, but 
elſo to preſerve the believer in communion 


with him: For ſo long as he Walks by faith, 
euere thing ae tend ta promate this com- 


mumdn. In the daily ſenle of his wants, he 


will goto his bountiful Saviour for a ſupply. 


In the feeling of his miſery, he will depend 


bn his deving Saviour for relief: whereby he 


Will be led to more intercourſe with him. 
What he finds wrong in himſeif will bring 
him to live more by faith, and as faith-in- 
ereaſes, ſo will his delight in God. He will 


prow more ſenſible of his weakneſs, and that 


will make him ſtronger in the Lord. He 


Will know: more of his On heart, Which will 
hum ble him and keep him dependent on the 
grace of Jeſus. He will fee reaſon not to 


Jean to en nderlnding but ever to 
thy good Spirit. 


y, Lord, guide me by 
iewing ſpots: and blemifhes in his beſt do- 


ings, Bis 3 will be, Doe Will make 
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mention of thy righteouſneſs, Lord Jeſus, 


Shun of thine; onLY.” Thus every thing 


will humble him, and lead him on to live 
more by faith; by which means he will get 
faſter hold of Jeſus, hve in nearer fellowſhip, 
and be receiving out of his fulneſs grace for 


 grace—two graces at once - the bleſſing 


needed and thankfulneſs for it. Hereby a 
ſweet intercourſe will be kept open. To the 


humble God delights to give grace, and they 


delight to return him his glory. The more 
he gives, the more glory would they gladly 
return. And he does give more, and he re- 
ceives it back again in thanks and praiſe. 


Bleſſed grace! by which this holy fellowſhip 


is maintained. Happy hymility ! by which 


the heart being emptied of ſelf is capable of 


5 receiving the fulneſs which is of God. Then 


is the promiſe fulfilled—* Bleſſed are the 
poor ip ſpirit, for theirs is the kingdom of 
% heaven”—it is theirs now—not only in 


title, but alſo in profeſſion ;- for the | £60 Tec 
ol Godis within them. And they are parta- | 


kers at preſent of its bleſſings and glories, as 


truly, though not ſo perfectly, as they will be 
in heaven. Meditate, O my ſoul, upon this di- 


vine grace. Thou ſeeſt the neceſlity of it, O 


pray earneſtly for it, and for more of I. The : 


great idol sEUr muſt be dethroned, where 
God reigas. Thou canſt not walk with him, 


unleſs. thou art humble in heart. And if 


thou haſt been walking with him, thou wilt 
ſtop, 


q £1843 
ſtop, whenever thou beginneſt to look at ſelf 
with admiration. O beg of the Lord then to 
give thee the true goſpel poverty of ſpirit. 
It is to be in conſtant practice and uſed for 
every thing: for thou ſeeſt how it keeps up 
fellowſhip with God, who makes the greateſt 
communications of himſelf to the humbleſt: 
And the reaſon is becauſe they return him all 


his glory. If therefore thou wouldſt have 


much grace, pray for much humility. O 

my God, whatever thou giveſt, give humi- 
ty with it, that I may not ſeek ſelf in it, 
but thine honour, nor lay it out upon myſelf, 
but to thy glory. Meck and Jowly Jeſus, 


make me like thyſelf: keep me learning of : 


thee, till I am petfedtly like thee, 1 would 
come always poor to thee to receive of thy 


riches, and to receive with them an humble 


heart to praiſe thee for them. O let thy 


glory be mine end and aim. Let me and 


mine be thine -I humbled thou exalted; 
Let thy graces and gifis bring thee in a con- 
ſtant revenue of praiſe. And may thine in- 
creaſing goodneſs be joined with a conſtant 
increaſe of humility, that my heart and all 
within me may bleſs and praiſe thy holy 
name to day, and for ever. Amen. And 
Let this appear in my whole behaviour to 
others. This is another bleſſed fruit of hu- 
mility. It has an influenceqver the believer's 


intercourſe with mankind, and renders his 


manners loving and amiable. Pride was not 
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made for man, and yet it is in all men, and 
is the chief parent of buman woe. It ſets 
people above their place, and makes them 


think, that they could ſupport the greateſt 


fortunes, and are able to manage the moſt 
difficult affairs. Others, as proud as they, 


deny them their fancied ſuperiority. Henee 
dame wars and fightings, public tand private. 
The ſwaeet grace of humility is ſent from 


heaven to relieve thoſe diſtreſſes: for imo 
whatever" boſom jt enters, it tenders men 
kind to one another, tender hearted, ready 


to every good Word and work. Thus runs 
mme divine exhortation: Be ye kindly af- 


*{eQtioned nue to.anuther with brothesly dove 
+ om honour preferring one another. This : 
is /heart-humility, which the holy Spurit re- 
quires, and which he beftows, He bringe 
his diſciples into humble ſubjection to God,. 
und then to one another: which has themoſt = 
happy effects upon public, focial and private 


men ure of a meek and quiet ſpirit? But 
there is none of this among theunconverted, 
and alas 1 howW- Ettleis there among believers:? 


How often are they in the proud ſpirit f 


the world ? acting vontrary to the lowly ſpi- 


—rit'of Jeſus. And yet it is not for want of 


Precept, nor for want of promiſed help: but | 
it is becauſe they are net walking by 
faith, as becometh the goſpel, nor out of 


Jove to God's glory ſtudyiag to recommend 


humility 


THY 


— 18g ] 
humility by their practice. | Obſerve, O my 
foul, the remedy provided of God for the 
fubduing of all ſelfiſh terapers, and pray that 
it cope be effectual in thy life and eonverſt 
- Do pou think that the ſcripture 
dy « Kith in vain, The ſpirit that. dwelleth in 
uz luſteth to envy: But God giveth more 
grace, wherefore he ſaith, God reſiſteth the 
4 proud, but gaveth grace unto the humble.“ 
This ſcripturecannotſpeak in vain: for fallen 
man is certainly ſuch as he is here deſeribed. 
The ſpirit that dwelleth in him, in his o.] n 
nature, luſteth to envy- a paſſion made up 
of pride and diſcon tent offendad with God 
and dif; pleaſed with the bleflings, which he 
beſtows upon men. It is an enemy to the 
love: both of God and man, and tranſgreſſes 
the law of both tables. Pride brought it into 
heaven, and the fallen angels brought it into 
_ this world. Ever ſince it entered by ſin, 
naturab corruption breaks out very much in 


envy. But God giveth more grace, to con- 


quer tliis paſſion, than ſinful nature has to put 
it forth. He not only gives grace to pardon 
it, but alſo more grace to ſubdue it: ſo that 
envy loſes its dominion in the reign of grace. 
Me cannot ſubdue, any more than we can 
E envy, pride, and ſuch paſſions, but 
grace is almighty. Want ever ſo much, 
ule ever fo much, God has 


ſtill more. for 


you. And he gives more, when the creaty * 
is humbled enough to take it out of t 


hands 
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| hands of his. mercy. - Thus he overcomes 
envy: For he reſiſteth the proud,” he is 
at open war with them, and they with him. 


Pride lifts up the creature againſt the Crea- 


tor; and puts it upon ſeeking happinels out 


of God: : this is refiſting his ſovereignty, at- 
tacking his providence, and oppoſing his law. 


He is concerned to pull ſuch rebels. down, 
and he ſays, their pride goeth before deſtruc- 


tion: But he:giveth grace unto the hum- 
„ ble''—he gies them grace to humble 
them, and being emptied he delights to fill 


them: for then they are diſpoſed to receive 


his grace, and to value it. Whatever God 
gives, the humble give it back again to him. 


HY have the bleſſing, he has the praiſe : 


which is the Juſt tribute due to hien for his 
gifts. And he gives more grace, where he 


can get more glory. Thus he ſubdues ſelf- 
conceit with 1 its various proud workings. And 
as grace reigns over them, humility prevails , 


which has a friendly aſpect towards mankind, 
keeps brotherly love in the heart, and tends 


mightily to the practice of every ſocial virtue. 


Humility ſuffereth long and is kind; humi- 
lity envieth not; humility vaunteth not itlelt; 
is not puffed up; ; doth not behave itſelf un- 


ſeemly; ſeeketh not her own ;, | is not ny 


provoked , thinketh no evil. 
* Conſider, O my ſoul, thoſe motives to an 


£ holy walk Put them all together. Weigh 
them carctullys Again and _ Do it 


"ey; | 


0 


Faithfully, as in | the Preſence of God. An . 


then try, Whether thoù art walking in the 


way of duty with a free ſpirit. Doſt thou pro- 


ceed upon evangelical or upon legal princi- 


ples ? Doſt thou ſerve God for wages, or for 


love? Examine thy heart. God looks chiefly 
at it. How is it in duty? Is thine obedience 
_ to juſtify thee in the leaſt, or does it ſpring 


from a ſenſe of thy being juſtified freely and g 
fully? Art thou ne to eſtabliſh thine own 


righteouſneſs, or doſt thou ſubmit to the 


righteouſneſs of God? Art thou working 
| Fn life, or for life? I require thee to e 
amine diligently by the light of the word, 


and by the ure the holy Spirit, what 
thy motives ate: 


ſoever is not of faith, is fin. If thou art 


acting aright, the love of Chriſt is conſtrain- 
ing thee to obedience. Thou art living under 
oe grace Thy conſcience 


the influence of fr 
is at peace with God Thou haſt tweet liberty 


to ſer ve him without fear. Thy heart delights 


in his ſervice, and love makes his ways the 
joy of thy ſoul. Thou knoweſt what Jacob 
felt, when he ſerved ſeven years for Rachel, 
and they ſeemed unto him but a few days for 


the love he had to her. A pgoſpel-ſpirit does 


the ſame to God—love makes long ſervice 
_ ſhort—and hard ſervice eaſy. Nothing is 


pain, which love does. And this is galpel | 


obedience. ſr is Fajth working by love, 


which 5 


or there is no acceptable 
oh obedience, but what is done in faith: What- 
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theſe ways God, manifeſts, his gracious | 


He e his e Free; and ſubdues 
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which refines duty into a grace; the com- 
mandments are exalted into privileges; the 


ordinances become happy, means of fellow- 
ſhip with God. The believer meets God in 
them, and by the free converſe he exerciſes 


and'improves his love. He draws nEar.to 


God, and God draws. near to Him i in 


rayer, in praiſe, in- bearing the word, at the 
d's ſupper, and in all ſabbath duties. In 


ſence, 58 the believer. rejoices'in it. 


communicates his graces, andthe believer 
receives them with thankfulneſs. O my 
ſoul, pray before duty; for much of this.com- 

munion with God. in it. Seek it as the one 


great end of all duty. And if thou findeſt 
it, bleſs and praiſe the goodneſs of thy God. 
But ſtill ſeek to be more ſpiritual and evan- 
gelical, that the fruits of thy fellowſhip with 


God may appear in thy-practice of the duties 


of the ſecond table. Love to God will ma- 
nifeſt | itſelf by love to men: For the holy 
Spirit teaches all his diſeiples to love one an- 


other, and he teaches effectually. He not 
only makes them underſtand, what brother- 


ly love is, but he alſo gives it. They be- 
come partakers of the grace, and are enabled 


to practiſe it. Thus he recommends and en- 
forces his leſſons. He renders his ſcholars 


kind to one another, and tender hearted! 


the | 
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brings intb'uſe the benevolent tempers of 
the new man. While he carties on the 


gracious work his diſciples grow more ac- 
quainted with Hite, and learn heart 


humility. He-makes them feel their fallen 
ftate, their ſinfulneſs and their danger; in 
the ſenſe of their guilt and of their Sitxos 
from God they are Seillivg to receive Chriſt for 
their whole ſalvation, and then to enjoy in 


him, all the bleſſings of- the Father's love i in 


earth and heaven 


the vile ſelfiſh tempers of the old mam, und a 


If thou findeſt it diffieult o myſoul, to walk 7 


according to this rule : If to obey from love 
to God—to love men for God's fake—and in 
the ſenſe of thy own vileneſs to be humbled 
to the duſt— if theſe be hard leſſons; con- 
ſider what makes them ſo. Where is the 
difficulty ? Is it not in thyſelf? And is it not 


chieſſy in thy not uſing and not bringing i into 
practice the principles advanced in the for- 


mer chapters? Duty muſt be hard, if the 
ſpring of obedienee be not in motion; but 


ik this act freely, then all will go on well. 


Thy whole conduct through life depends 


upon the nature of the ſalvation, of which 
thou art a partaker by grace. Conſider it at- 


tentively. The growing knowledge of it will 


engage thine affections to a willing obedience. 


Is it not a complete falvation—an abſolutely _ 
perfect work—-yea the greateſt work of God? 


Becauſe all the reft come from! * and lead to it. 


Vor. 1 ok Is 
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Is it not the infinitely wiſecontrivance of the 
eternal Three, for with everlaſting glory is 
to be given to every divine attribute? When 
every other work of God ſhall ceaſe, for this 
all heaven will to eternity be aſeribing ho- 
nour and bleſſing and praiſe to Father, Son, 
and Spirit. Attend, O my ſoul, to the ferip- 
ture account of this ſalvation. . Review the 
glory of it. Read again and again the re- 
| ed deſcriptions of it, till thy heart be 
fatisfied, that this ſalvation is as perfect and 
complete, as the Lord God almighty could 
make it. This is its character. Haſt thou 
ſtudied it well, and art thou well grounded 
and eſtabliſhed in the belief of it? Mind: 
this is the foundation. If this totter, ſo will 
all the ſuperſtructure. O pray then, and 
be earneſt in prayer that God would enlarge 
thy views of the infinitely glorious and 
everlaſtingly perfect ſalvation, which is in 
„„ x: 
As thou groweft more a . it, 
thou wilt ſee leſs reaſon to be diſcouraged at 
tbe experience of what thou art in thyſelf. It 
is a ſalvation for ſinners - ſuch as thou art 
and no way differing ſrom thee. Only when 
they are called to the knowledge of the truth, 
they are acquainted with their fallen flate, 
are made ſenſible of their helpleſſneſs. and of 
their miſery, but are made willing to venture 
their ſouls at God's command upon the Lord 
Jeſus, truſting to the e which he made by 
the 
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5 * blood of the croſs. And art not thou in 


the happy number of theſe redeemed ſinners? 


Doſt not thou believe the record, which God 


- hath given of his Son, and look upon it as 


thy lawful warrant—to make uſe ef what is 


laid up in the fulneſs of Jeſus—thine to take ; 


freely—thine to uſe fully—the more the 


better—thine for receiving, without any con- 
dition or any qualification? He loves to give, 


- and without money or money's worth. He 


thinks himſelf honoured by the penſioners of 


his grace, who bring nothing to recommend 


Wemſelves, but their fins and miſeries, and 
yet truſt in his promiſed felief. Herein he 
glories. When they come to him believing, 
he beſtows his royal gifts upon every one of 


them: And fo far as they believe, he with- 
holds nothing that is needful for their boly 
walk in the way of duty. 


Theſe are the principles, which thou art 


to bring into practice. Carry them, O my 


ſoul; into every act of obedience, Go to 


prayer and every duty with this faith, that 


thou art in Chriſt, and in him a parta- 
ker of his finiſhed falvationl. Then the Fa- 
ther's love to thee will be manifeſt, and thou 


woilt have ſweet fellowſhip with him in all 
| thine approaches to the throne— Whatever 


thou undertakeſt, forget not this leading 


truth. If thou loſe ſight of it, thou wilt get 
into darkneſs: If thou art not influenced by 
it, thou wilt be e into bondage. Upon 


K 2 ; | this 
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this abſolutely perfect ſalvation thou art * 


live by faith upon earth, and thou wilt have 


nothing elſe to live upon by ſenſe in heaven. 
Truſting to the complete work of Jeſus thou 


art to walk with thy God in time, as thou 


wilt follow the lamb in eternity, receiving all 
out of his fulneſs. O view him in this light, 
and it will have the happieſt effects upon thy 
daily walk. While thou art receiving from 
him grace for grace, thou wilt live with him 
in ſweet friendſhip, duty will be the way and 
means of enjoying the love of thy divine 


friend, and the more thou art in his company 


the more delightful will be the way of his 
commandments. Theſe are thy privileges. 
Read the promiſes concerning them. Call 
to mind what thy Father in Jeſus has engag- 
ed to give his children. Has he not provid- 


ed grace ſufficient for them? And is it not 


for his honour, as well as thy profit, that he + 
ſhould give both the will and power to walk 
humbly with him? O, plead his promiſes. - 


Bind him with his faithfulneſs, Be impor- 


tunate with him, and pray without cealing. 
Let this be thy daily plea. | 
© my God, order my walk according to 
| thy holy word. It is thy mind and will, 
that I mould love thee with all my heart, and 
foul, and mind and ſtrength, and my neigh- 
bour as my ſelf: but I am not ſufficient for 
© theſe things. There is no pure love in my 
_ foul by nature. Every affection in me is 
LIP „ : rugs... 
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turned from the Creator to the creature. I 
am in bondage, a ſlave to Juſt, ſold under 
fin. Icarmot love thee, infinitely lovely as 
thou art, until thou break my bonds afunde r, 
and ſet my foul at liberty. But being now 
_ gedeemed. from guilt and fear, I am become 
thy freernan; and for the unſpeakable 


= redemprion that is in Jeſus, thou would{t 


have me to ſerve thee. Bleſſed be thy holy 
| name for requiring mine obedienre upon this 
ſweet motive I am the Lord your God, 
* who: brought you ont of the land i of Egypt 
and out of the houſe of bondage.” On 
_ this account bey me: becauſe l am the Lord 
your God, and I ſtand related to you. as your 
vedeemer from ſlavery. O my gracious G 
and Father, I deſre upon this motive to keep 
thy commandments. believe thon art mx 
Sod in Jeſus, and through him 1 have re- 
demption from bondage to my ſins and 
enemies. With this Foe ſpirit would I al- 
ways go to duty: but I cannat walk in this 


tiborty, any more than I could at firſt attain 


i, without. thy grace. O my God, let the Spi- 


mt of adoption abide with me, that he may 


draw men nearer to thee in thy ways and ordir 
nances, and I may in them enjoy more of thy 
_ preſence, and of the light of thy countenance. 
Thee I ſeek in che” Thou art the end of 
all ways and means: and if they lead me not 
do thee, I go empty away. Gracious God, 
7 ls 22 commandments the) 05 of my heart, 
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and let them the means of 3 holy 
intercourſe and happy ' fellowſhip 6 Fg thee. 
This my heart pants after. Duty without this 
is nothing worth. I wait in thine appointed 
ways for the viſits of thy Blaser, hoping to 
+ in knowledge and faith, in hope and 

| The communion, which thirds enjoy 
ed, has increaſed my longing. My ſoul is 
athirſt for God, * to be more with 
thee, and more 15 e thee. And is not this 
what thou re uireſt, and what thou haſt pro- 
miſed to do 5 pe ? Grant me then, my 
_ gracious God, * prayer of my heart. In 
all my duties let me enjoy thy preſence, and 
communications of thy love. Let me do 
them in faith, and * a ſingle eye to thy 
glory. Let me be thus ſpiritual and heaven- | 
ſy minded in them, that I may DE up into | 
_ Chrift Jeſus in all things. | 
And I deſire, holy Father, to grow in love. 
to thee, that I may manifeſt. the fruits of it 
by my love to mankind. Pardon every 
{e]fiſh temper, which is oppoſite to the love 
of the brethren: And teach me to love them, 
as thou haſt loved me. Whatever thou haſt 
promiſed, fulfil in me. Make me, O thou 
Spirit of love, like the loving Jeſus. Give 
me his benevolent tempers. and help me to 
imitate his beneficent actions. Let his love 
to me be the pattern of my love to them. 
Since thou haſt in much mercy. made 


me a child of light, * let me N before 
8 1 % bf 5 - men, | : . 
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men, „ that they. may ſee and feel my good 


works, and may glorify thee for them. And 
the moxe thou doeſt in me, and by me, hum- 


ble me ſtill more, O my God. Keep me meek. 
and lowly, always ready togivethe glory of all 
my mercies to the Three in Jehovah, Father, 


Son, and Spirit, to whom be equal honour 
and POOR for ever and ever. Amen. 
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